
We can soon be found at 7700 Middle Mount Vernon Rd. 
St. Paul’s Has a New Home! 

On March 1, 2023 Council President Bill Barrett, Head Trustee Bob Koehler, and 
Pastor JD Rose were present for the closing of St. Paul’s purchase of the former 
Messiah Lutheran building on Evansville’s West Side. After searching for over a 
year, inquiring about several properties, and touring another twelve besides 
Messiah, we are very excited that we have been able to acquire what was always 
seen as our number one option since deciding to sell the W. Michigan property. We 
are also grateful to the congregants of Messiah Lutheran Church for the care they 
took of the property, as well as gracious assistance they’ve provided in the 
transition, and the Missouri Synod Lutheran District Office in Indiana for their fair 
dealing, straightforward communication, and decision to sell the Messiah property 
to St. Paul’s United Church of Christ for our next church home. 
      

                                Continued on Page 2 

Church Events 
Every Sunday 9:00 am Worship & 
10:00 am Sunday School, nesting 
at Zion Evangelical UCC  

Every Monday 5:00 PM  
Combined Handbell Practice 

Every Tuesday 10-11:30 AM  
Lenten Bible Study 

Every Tuesday 5:30 PM    
Choir Practice 

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm &  
Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am                  
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free carry 
away meals at 2227 W. Michigan  

Every Wednesday (posted by)  6:00 PM 
Midweek Worship w/Pastor JD 

March 5 — 3:00-5:00 PM         
New Building Open to Members 

March 11 — 12:30 PM           
Youth Bowling at Franklin Lanes 

March 12 — 1-2:30 PM         
Grand Opening & Marketing 
Teams meeting in our new building 

March 25 — 2-4:30 PM   
Bingo in our new building!!  
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Our Plans for a Grand Opening  
Our efforts detailed below. Important dates (as of now) in the box to the right. 

As stated above, we have some work to do to the physical property of 
our new home. A Board of Building and Grounds has been assembled 
to see that work through. However, we also want to make sure we have 
made the right preparations, gotten the word out about our move and 
opening, and are prepared to welcome guests in a manner that makes a 
good first impression — that enables folks to understand who we are as 
a faith family and what God is calling us to do. In light of all of this we 
have decided to set a date for a Dedication Sunday of May 21. This is 
one day shy of 131 years since the West Michigan sanctuary was 
dedicated. We’ll worship at 10:00 AM and expect to do more that day.  
 

To facilitate the events connected to our move to a new home we have 
assembled two teams; one to handle the Grand Opening itself and one 
to help us with marketing and branding the church at this crucial 
juncture. If you would like to be a part of one of these teams, but did 
not get to sign up yet please let Pastor JD know. We may very well go 
to our new home sooner than May 21 to worship. But we want to make 
our first days in our new space as impactful as possible, so we are being 
intentional about how we plan them. May 21st will be here before you 
know it! We want to be as ready as possible for what God is going to 
do with St. Paul’s May 21st and beyond. Mark your calendars for our 
Dedication Sunday and stay tuned as we make other plans for 2023 to 
celebrate this important moment in the life of our church. 

The stained glass behind the altar               
 in our new Sanctuary 

    

   March 12 Joint ini al mee ng of the Grand 
  Opening & Marke ng/Branding 
  Teams at St. Paul’s UCC’s new  
  home from  1-2:30 PM 

   March 25 BINGO in the basement of our 
  new home 2-4:30 PM 

   April  8 Easter Egg Hunt at our new  
  home 10-11:30 AM 

   April 9 Easter Sunrise Worship at our  
  new home 6:00 AM 
 

   May 21 St. Paul’s UCC Dedica on Sunday 
  of our new home 

  Worship at 10:00 AM 

  Other events to be announced 

Start thinking now about the people you want to invite 
to our Grand Opening celebra ons, worship service on 

May 21, events leading up to that date, and into the 
life of St. Paul’s UCC. Now is a great me to be mindful 
of who might be blessed by mee ng our faith family. 

We have work to do to bring this church building back to life. Messiah 
Lutheran’s last service was Christmas Day 2021 so the building has been 
sitting for over 14 months, mostly unoccupied. There will be several days 
we call for volunteers to help us clean out and clean up the facility. A 
contractor will be addressing bathrooms and some minor repair, the  
building will be getting a new roof, new flooring, and a lot of new paint. 
Our goal is to have this work done well, and before we begin our worship 
there. More information about our plans and Dedication Sunday can be 
found below, in subsequent newsletters, and on our Facebook page. We 
are so excited about the next chapter for our church, grateful for those 
who have been praying and leading, are above all grateful to God for 
leading us through this time between homes, and now to our new home.  

Continued from Page 1   

Grateful for Leadership 
From Pastor JD Rose 

I want to take a moment to say something that is plain to me: St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ is blessed with incredible leadership. I cannot 
speak to years far removed, but the years just prior and the nearly eight 
months I’ve spent with you has been marked by exceptional leadership. 
You were given steady direction, guidance, and care from Rev. Mary 
Hurley. You received solid thoughtful leadership (through unprecedented 
times) with your previous Council President ,Linda Hobbs. You have a 
passionate tireless advocate for St. Paul’s future in your current President, 
Bill Barrett. I have been impressed with your Church Council in both 
years I’ve worked with them. There are capable and committed folks who 
sit on other boards and committees throughout our church. I wish I had 
room here to name them all. You are well served by these leaders and 
well suited for whatever our future is because of them. As we celebrate a 
new home we thank God for these leaders! 



    

As we prepare to make a monumental move to a      
new permanent home we thought we’d take the      

next few months to brush up on our history in The  
Messenger each edi on. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

St. Paul’s is actually the 2nd name of our church? 

We were originally called                                         
The Evangelical St. Peter’s Reformed Church.      

Our name changed from St. Peter’s to St. Paul’s    
in 1895 to reflect our joining the Evangelical      

Synod of North America. We had reached out to 
one of their churches for assistance a er a shaky 
start and joined their denomina on when they 

agreed to help us, changing our name to               
St. Paul’s Evangelical Church. Later, when the    

UCC was formed in a merger of denomina ons   
we became St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The church that helped us in 1895 is now known as 
Zion Evangelical United Church of Christ. Yes, the 
very one we nest in now has helped us before in a 

major way. A banner hangs in Zion’s Sanctuary 
that signifies their work (the first me) to help     
St. Paul’s. We are so grateful they did so again. 

 
Pastor JD will be pos ng Midweek Worship services on Facebook and 

YouTube every Wednesday during Lent. 

Find St. Paul’s UCC on Facebook using 1 of these 3 ways: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right side is a Facebook logo.    
Click it and it will take you to our Facebook page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click the link shared Wednesday,     
3/1, to find our public Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser:                                                 
h ps://www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv                                                

to find our Facebook page. 

THEN ‘LIKE’ THE PAGE TO FOLLOW IT! 
 

Find St. Paul’s UCC on YouTube by following these 5 steps: 

1) Search YouTube in a search bar or download the app 

2) Find the magnifying glass symbol, click on it 

3) Type ‘St. Paul’s UCC Evansville’ into the search 

4) Our page has a logo with ’St. Paul’s Evansville’ in a blue circle 

5) Hit ‘subscribe’ to watch all of our content 

St. Paul’s Kitchen can always use help prepping and serving 
meals. Prep is Tuesday and Friday evenings. Serving is Wednes-
day evening and Saturday morning. Volunteers of all skill levels 
are welcome. Contact Rick Hobbs for more information at 812-
455-4515. Check out the amazing crew of volunteers (and yummy 
food) from a few moments this last month below. 

St. Paul’s Kitchen 

Youth Mission Trip 
Attention Middle School & High School Youth: 
Pastor JD’s home church, Saron UCC in Linton 
has invited any and all youth from St. Paul’s 
(entering sixth grade through college-age)to join 
them as they take off for a Mission Trip this sum-
mer, June 11-16. They’ll be traveling to Altoona, 
Pennsylvania for a work camp with TEAM Ef-
fort. The cost is $100 per participant (but don’t 
let that stop you) and additional fundraising has 
been covered by St. Paul’s UCC by sending our 
church van on the trip as well. Pastor JD vouches 
for this group and this experience and would be 
happy to answer any questions any youth or 
parent/grandparent might have. But, Saron needs 
to know ASAP, so please reach out to him soon! 
This would be a great week for any of you who 
might be considering it. 



    

 An update from our friends at: 

               

 The Good Samaritan Home Board of Directors began         
 negotiations in January with a for-profit long-term care      
 provider who would purchase the facility and the                
 business. If all goes well, we expect a final purchase       
 agreement to be finalized before the end of March and  
 for the closing transaction to occur on May 1st or June  
 1st. At that point, the long-term care facility started by  
 our UCC churches 61 years ago will take on a new name 
 and will have a new owner. Good Samaritan Home, Inc.  
 will continue as an organization  but will not be involved  
 in the business in any way. Plans are being considered for 
 something new on the horizon, but the future is yet to be  
 decided. Please keep Good Sam and its residents and staff 
 in your continued prayers. 

 On March 14 three members of St. Paul’s UCC’s Church 
 Council will attend the Good Samaritan Home Annual 
 Meeting as delegates, as well as our pastor. We expect to 
 have an update to share following. Those delegates will be
 Don Armstrong, Bill Barrett, and Kim Merkel. 

 

 

 

   Lexie Bays  Orion Bays  Evelyn Barnard 

   Jeanne Brame* Janet Bumb*  Diane Burkarrt* 

   Katzie Crowley* Bill Grisham*  Jim Kerns 

   Jackie Hammer Theresa Herrunbruck Ryan Huck              

   Libbie Hickman Joanne Jackson* Darlene Jewell  

   Maddie Kolb  Jim Kappler Sr.       Jeannie Kuebler  

   Lavern Livers  Deanna Marshall Bernice McReynolds 

   Anelise Mills  Mack Merkel  Family of Marylee 
          Murphy      

   Susan Raber*  Marie Rayoum*  Jerry Schreiber 

   Franka Siscel  Alondra Sosa  Peggy Stephens 

   Nima Trautve er* Joyce Vaught  *Shut-in/Home Bound
  

Prayer List March Birthdays 
5  Jeanne Bramme, Katzie Crowley, 

 and Myrna Koring 

6  Charles Rice 

7  Matlyn Macleod 

12  Cynthia Nendel 

13  Tim Raber 

14  Rick Hobbs    

16  McKayla Brown 

17  Kari Jackson 

27  Leanna Reece 



A Note from Pastor JD 
Last month when I was writing this note for the February 
edition of The Messenger we were just a few days away 
from finding out for sure that our offer was accepted for 
the purchase of the Messiah Lutheran Church property. It 
was hard not to reveal how close we were and so I tried to 
talk about what it might be like once we have a home. 
Today, we have a home. We know the address. We know 
the day we will invite as many people as we can to our 
new home to celebrate the goodness of God we have 
received throughout our journey between leaving behind 
one home and arriving at another. It wasn’t easy, which is 
why it feels like such an incredible blessing. 

I’ve had a bunch of homes myself. Being a bachelor into 
my mid-thirties provided a lot of opportunity for changing 
living spaces. I’ve lived in student housing, on and off 
campus. I’ve had an apartment with a ton of roommates 
overlooking a pool. I’ve lived alone in a former one room 
school house surrounded by corn fields. I’ve lived in a 
subdivision in the suburbs of Houston and an apartment in 
the city. I’ve rented a room above a store. I’ve couch 
surfed a whole summer, between camps and mission trips. 
I stayed in a guest room for a few months. I lived for a 
time in the church building where I was planting. I’ve 
lived in luxury condos and I’ve lived in places I wouldn’t 
let my mom visit. I have moved in and out of homes a lot. 
When you do, you never really feel like you have a home.   

I didn’t own a home until a few years ago. Truman’s Mom 
and I bought a home together the year before he was born. 
It was a big beautiful two-story home built in 1894. I’d 
have to say that the second I saw it I knew I was going to 
buy it. It was really close to my dream home. I thought I 
would be in it for a long time. But, I owned it less than 
two years. The next year I spent in an apartment in a pole 
barn, down the hill from some friend’s, on their property, 
with a baby most of the time. Talk about an adjustment! I 
knew that wasn't my permanent home. It was a temporary 
place I called home. I’ve done that a lot.  

And then a funny thing happened to me. I somehow 
wound up finding a home for the first time in a long time, 
a home where many dreams now have begun to take 
shape, and a whole new life has started that makes me 
happy and, frankly, grateful for the really hard days that I 
lived through in getting here. I imagine the life ahead of 
me happening inside and around the house Truman and I 
moved into this summer, with Kate and my bonus kids and 
it is a better dream than I once had; really not too long ago. 

My faith has been greatly tested in the last few years, but I 
have also received so many incredible gifts (in and after 
the difficult days) that I have a stronger faith now than I 
did before. Sometimes things fall into place and there is no 
doubting God had a hand in it. When you are blessed 
enough to experience this in your life, when you know the 
good thing you have lived through, or are living through, 
could only come from a loving God, you are left with two 
possible responses. You can look at all you have been 
given and convince yourself you always were/are now/
always will be entitled to such blessings and think God is 
just co-signing the way you live by giving you exactly  

The holiest of us conclude we have been blessed to      

be a blessing. The holiest of us live every day after 

accordingly. We become that which have received. 

“Sometimes things fall into 

place and there is no 

doubting God had a hand in 

it. When you are blessed 

enough to experience this in 

your life, when you know the 

good thing you have lived 

through, or are living 

through, could only come 

from a loving God, you are 

left with two possible 

responses. 

what you want. The danger here is you will have a lot to 
grapple with when things go wrong. Conversely you can 
take a page from Father Abraham, mindful of God’s 
covenant to bless us for a purpose. You see, the holiest 
of us conclude we have been blessed to be a blessing. 
The holiest of us live every day after accordingly. We 
become that which we have received. We see the 
goodness, grace, and gifting God has bestowed upon us 
as not a seal of approval, but a challenge to be good 
stewards of our blessings. In short, to live lives of 
goodness, grace, and gifting. 

The only time I’ve ever thrown a housewarming party 
for any of the many places I’ve lived was when I bought 
a home. We received a standard-issue first-home-
purchase ‘Bless This Home’ sign. I wanted that home to 
be blessed. It wasn’t much. Things fell apart and that’s 
not my home anymore. Maybe if it had said ‘Bless This 
Home to Be A Blessing’ things would have worked out, 
but I doubt it. Though that hits different, doesn’t it? Yet, 
my life was richly blessed in those difficult days and 
after leaving that home behind. Kate came back into my 
life, I was awarded primary custody of Truman, and 
eventually made my home in Mount Vernon. Trust me, a 
place I hadn’t dreamt of before. And I reconnected with 
St. Paul’s UCC; a church in a unique moment in its life 
when I was in a unique moment in mine.  

Last year, the good people of St. Paul’s left their home, 
of nearly 130 years; the place where your dreams for the 
future had resided for generations. Talk about an 
adjustment! Our temporary place hasn’t felt like home. 
In my experience they never do. I wonder if we’ve been 
blessed, though, in these difficult days. Today, we have a 
home. We know the address. We know the day we will 
invite as many people as we can to our new home to 
celebrate the goodness of God we have received 
throughout our journey between leaving behind one 
home and arriving at another. It wasn’t easy, which is 
why it feels like such an incredible blessing. And my 
dreaming for us now has turned toward what blessings 
we will make from this blessing we have received.  

        Grateful for this journey with you, Pastor JD 



Announcements       General Synod 2023 
· Adjusted office hours for our remaining time at Zion: 

Office Hours are Monday & Friday 10 AM to Noon, 
however you may leave a phone message any time. 
Messages are checked twice daily. Or, feel free to call 
Pastor JD. His # and the office # are below. 

· March 25 at 8:00 AM the men of St. Paul’s UCC, and 
anyone else that would like to come really, are invited 
to St. Paul’s UCC (German Township) for the return of 
the Men’s Lenten breakfasts in the ETSA. 

· Holy Week Schedule 

 Palm Sunday, April 2, 9:00 AM 
 Maundy Thursday, April 6, 6:00 PM  
 Good Friday, April 7, 6:00 PM   
 *Easter Egg Hunt, April 8, 10:00 AM  
 *Easter Sunrise Worship, April 9, 6:00 AM
 Easter Sunday, April 9, 9:00 AM 

 * Event happening outside (weather permitting) at 
 our new home: 7700 Middle Mount Vernon Rd. 

 All other events at Zion Evangelical UCC 

· Save the Date: the Evansville Tri-State Association 
(ETSA) Spring Meeting will be April 22 at St. Paul’s 
UCC (German Township) beginning at 9:00 AM.  

· Volunteers are needed for General Synod 2023 in 
Indianapolis. To visit the Volunteer Portal go to: 

 https://www.volgistics.com/appform/1930921960  

      or follow the link from St. Paul’s Facebook shared on 2/24 

· If you would like to attend General Synod, but cannot 
volunteer, registration is open. You can find it at: 

https://www.generalsynod.org 

·  Pastor JD is volunteering for the first couple of days of     
General Synod and is happy to drive anyone up to Indy, 
but has to come back for worship Sunday. He can arrange a 
ride home or come back to pick up anyone needing 
transportation. Just let him know. 

 

Volunteers needed for IKC’s 
hosting of General Synod           

June 29-July 4.  

All skill levels needed.       
Discounted registration to 

Synod for volunteers. If you 
have questions, please      
contact Kim Armstrong. 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688   
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry   
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Office # 812-425-1522 Cell # 812-202-8777     
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
   at Zion Evangelical UCC          
        415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching     
     Evansville, IN 47708      ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’  


