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Ash Wednesday date listed to the right. All other service dates on back. 

The Lenten Journey Begins Soon 

The season of Lent is a time when we turn our attention and focus inward, to 
see our limitations for what they are, and our need for a Savior. Then prepare 
to see that Savior, Jesus, on the cross, dead and buried for our transgressions, 
and risen from the grave. This year the Lenten journey at St. Paul’s features 
three special midweek worship services: Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday, a Lenten Bible Study with our friends at Zion Evangelical 
UCC and St. Lucas UCC, and Palm Sunday worship, all building toward a 
very special Easter Sunday worship experience.  
 

During our Sunday services in this season Pastor JD will lead us through a 
new sermon series studying the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes called 
‘The Meaning of Life.’ This will be a six-week exploration of the 12 chapters 
of wisdom offered up by a great teacher in his pursuit of meaning in every 
facet of life. In addition to Sunday sermons, some of this will be shared in 
online devotions Pastor JD will be posting on Wednesday evenings on our 
church Facebook page and YouTube. This would be a great opportunity to 
invite folks to see what St. Paul’s is about as we bring Midweek Worship to 
life for this Lenten study.  

Recap of our Annual Meeting 
On January 22, 2023 St. Paul’s UCC held its annual congregational meeting 
for its members. We reviewed reports and financials from 2022, elected new 
Council members, and approved a motion that gave Council a limited scope to 
negotiate the purchase of a potential property. If you missed the meeting you 
can find it on the church’s YouTube page. If you have questions you can 
direct them to Pastor JD or Council President Bill Barrett.  
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Church Events 
Every Sunday 9:00 am Worship & 
10:00 am Sunday School, nesting at 
Zion Evangelical UCC  

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm &  
Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am                  
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free carry 
away meals at 2227 W. Michigan  

Feb 5 – 9:00 AM Worship             
with Holy Communion 

Feb 8,15, 22 – 5:00 PM      
Combined Handbell Choir Practice 

Feb 14 & 21 – 5:30 PM Combined 
Adult Choir Practice 

Feb 22 – 6:00 PM Ash Wednesday 

Feb 28 – 10:00 AM Lent Bible Study 
begins at Zion Evangelical UCC        

 

 



New Year, New Members 

In our worship on January 22 our church family was 
excited to welcome new members to St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ. Congrats and welcome:  
David Pillow, Cooper Hicks, Julie Rexing, & the 
Greenwell family (Serenity, Tabitha, Neal, & Hunter! 

Here is one of the pictures we missed sharing in 2022:                
The Triangle Class at their Christmas Party in December 

St. Paul’s Kitchen serves free carry away meals and drinks 
twice a week at our old building at 2227 W. Michigan St.  
We encourage volunteers for prep/serving, donations of cash 
and/or food, spreading the word, picking up meals for those 
in need, and prayers for our continued efforts. 
 

         To the right: our crew assembling meals 

Welcome, Baby Girl! 

June and David Pillow welcomed a granddaughter on 
December 5, 2022. Rhenni Nycole was born at 4:48 
AM, weighing 5 lbs 11 oz and measuring 19 in long. 
She is pictured above with her mom, Shaunae, Dad, 
TJ, and sister Jaycelee. Congrats to the whole family! 

 

Have You Found St. Paul’s UCC            
on Facebook Yet?  

Here are three ways to do so: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right side is a 
Facebook logo. Click it and there is our Facebook 

page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click the link shared 
Thursday, 9/29, to find our public Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser: https://
www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv to find our 

Facebook page. 

THEN LIKE THE PAGE TO FOLLOW IT! 

*** Pastor JD will be doing Midweek Worship 
services on Facebook and YouTube during Lent. 



February Birthdays 
2/3 Kris Iglehart Mindrup, Alexandria Broerman Bays,  
 Amaryllis Hobbs, & Jolie Jackson 
2/5 Karla Kappler & Kristen Hammer 
2/7 Marilyn Smith & Kimber Effinger 
2/8 Kim Merkel 
2/9 James Jackson & Brett Merkel 
2/10 Peggy Stephens & Kristine Effinger 
2/11 Betty Barning 
2/12  Gary Ruminer 
2/17 Daryl Helfert 
2/26 Thomas Huck 
2/27 Michael Endress 

We Wish a Fond Farewell to 
Jenny Hammer 
Jenny Hammer grew up at St. Paul’s UCC and is a lifelong 
member. Two years ago when we were without an Office 
Administrator she jumped in and has been a breath of fresh 
air. She helped us close down operation on W Michigan, 
make our move to Zion, took on managing our books this 
past year, and has been a joy to have in our office. She is 
stepping away to pursue other opportunities and we will 
miss her, and her pup Ollie—who graced many an office 
day with his presence and many a newsletter. Thank you, 
Jenny, and may God be with you in your next endeavor.  
    

      Pastor JD 

Prayer List 
Lexie Bays   Jim Kerns                        
Orion Bays   Maddie                          
Evelyn Bernard*   KolbJeannie    
Jeanne Brame*   KueblerLavern Livers 
Janet Bumb*    Bernice McReynolds* 
Diane Burkhart*                 Mack Merkel             
Katzie Crowley*                 Family of George Murphy       
Family of Clayton Danford   Marylee Murphy*            
Mike & Cindy Elliot   Susan Raber*                 
Bill Grisham*   Marie Rayoum*          
Libbie Hickman   Truman Rose         
Jackie Hammer (surgeries)  Jerry Schreiber                            
Theresa Herrenbruck  Franka Siscel         
Joanne Jackson*    Nima Trautve er       
Darlene Jewell (health concerns) Joyce Vaught      
Family of Natalie Jones    

                                    * Shut in/ Home-Bound 

“I’m so thankful for 
the last two years at 
St. Paul’s. I’ve loved 
reconnecting with 
everyone and pray 
for the church as it 
moves into the next 
phase. I’ll miss     
everyone so much!” 

          Jenny Hammer 

Going forward, the office will be part-time staffed, messages 
checked every day, and emails returned weekly, but the best 
way to communicate with St. Paul’s is to call or text Pastor JD 
directly. His email and telephone number is on the back panel.  



Upcoming Events  
in the ETSA & IKC 

The 2023 General Synod for the United Church of Christ is coming to Indiana! 
If you were with us in worship January 8 you heard a bit of info about it. We 
need a lot of help to host a successful event. If you would like to volunteer to 
help with General Synod, please contact Kim Armstrong at 812-454-5638 

United Caring Services is sponsoring 
the Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY) 
Feb. 25, 2023, a 1 or 3 mile  winter 
walk with a self-organized virtual 
option.  Our goal is $22,000.  Every 
cent is vital to our ministry with the 
homeless of Evansville.  Pastor JD is 
organizing a team from St. Paul’s UCC. 
If you have questions or want to join 
please reach out to him. For more 
information: here is a link: 
www.unitedcaringservices.org/cnoy.  

Announcing Generation 8 of Young Ambassadors! We are inviting 12 to 14 youth from the Indiana-Kentucky Confer-
ence to form and shape a unique community. The adult leaders are Emily Tisheuar and Ken Rose, Jr.,  experienced lead-
ers in the youth programming of the conference. In the next three years we will create a partnership with a group of adult 
leaders and youth from Wittgenstein in Westphalia, Germany. We will host them in our conference when they travel 
here in July of 2024. Our youth and adult leaders will be hosted in Germany in July of 2025. Leaders and youth will be 
paired, Germans and Americans, forming friendships that in the past have continued and deepened long afterwards. 

You will participate in worship and Bible study,              
work projects, fellowship and entertainment, church             
visits, travel, and learn about history and culture. 

Applications are due April 1, 2023 

For St. Paul’s youth wanting more information           
please contact Pastor JD and he can get you more              
information and a link to the application. 



A Note From Pastor JD 
“There’s no place like home.”   
 - Dorothy Gale in ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 

I honestly don’t know how many days Truman’s ordeal 
lasted in January. I could sit down with a calendar and 
Kate and figure it out. It seemed to swallow up the 
better part of two weeks and I cannot tell you how 
grateful we are for the faith family at St. Paul’s praying 
for us. What I wanted to share with you today was the 
surreal moment we pulled into our driveway after 
being gone several scary days. I thought to myself as I 
made my way inside that Dorothy Gale was right: 
‘there’s no place like home.’ That night my bed was 
the most comfortable it has ever been, my shower was 
the greatest shower there ever was, and our boy, 
Truman, making a mess with all his toys throughout 
the house was the most welcomed of sights — to the 
point of eliciting tears.  
 

You see, for Dorothy and me, we had some uncertain 
days away from home before we found our way back 
to it which made walking through those doors all the 
more meaningful. 
 

St. Paul’s knows this, too, in a different way. We have 
been searching for a home for some time. We know 
when we find it there will be little familiar to us, it’ll 
be a new home, but we are hoping there’s no place like 
it. We have been praying that some day we’d find the 
right home for the future of St. Paul’s and that in doing 
so we might be able to sink into a pew, stare out a 
window, sing a hymn, or pray together in a space 
where we feel perfectly at home.  
 

And, candidly, we are close. As of this publication so 
very close to realizing the prayers we have lifted up, 
like a girl clicking her shoes and dreaming of home. I 
believe there are going to be some exciting days ahead 
for us St. Paul’s, the kinds of days that generate 
excitement and hope and endless possibility in what 
kind of new home we might build together — and who 
might come to call it home in the years ahead.  
 

What I ask of you is to spend some time in prayer 
about our being intentional to welcome new folks into 
our new home, whenever we get to move in. God has 
been faithful to St. Paul’s in this uncertain time and I 
believe we are going to know the physical location of 
our future soon, but we need to start now imagining 

how to be there in such a way that others feel at home, too. 
Because I can promise you this based on scripture and the 
Spirit — God hasn’t delivered you from one home to 
another so only those who made the journey can  enjoy 
where he has led you.  
 

Rather, God has seen you through some uncertain days away 
from home and you are about to find your way back to one 
which will make walking through those doors all the more 
meaningful. But, He has seen you through those days so you 
lead other people into that home, help them to feel at home, 
and claim it as their own. This is the work of the Church: we 
continuously want to bring others into our family and into 
out home.  
 

I am excited at the challenge that awaits us. 
I am excited to be your pastor in this next season. 
I am excited to walk through new doors with you. 
I am excited for us to open those doors to new folks. 
 

At the end of the movie ‘Wizard of Oz’ Dorothy wakes up in 
her bed. I’ll bet it was the most comfortable it had ever been. 
She’s home, surrounded by her loved ones, and vows to 
never leave home again. When I was a kid that was a 
comforting thought. When I was grown it was a cowardly 
one — as never leaving home wasn’t an appealing option. 
As a pastor I’d like to offer this as a challenge for St. Paul’s. 
 
Be the kind of church where someone looks around one day, 
comfortable and loved, seen for who they really are, and is 
so full of gratitude for the characters in the room and the 
ways they’ve each shown them love that they never want to 
leave, because in fact there’s no place like home. 
 

  Grateful for all of you characters, always, 
      Pastor JD 



Upcoming Events       Ways to Serve 
· Kids/Youth Bowling (tentatively scheduled for) 

February 11 at 12:30 PM at Franklin Lanes. 
Mark your calendars. Contact Shannon Jackson 
with any questions.   

· Bingo is back March 25 2:00-4:00 PM. The host 
site is yet to be determined, as we are hoping 
we’ll have a site of our own by then! 

· Lenten Services/Holy Week Schedule 

 Ash Wednesday, February 22, 6:00 PM
 Palm Sunday, April 2, 9:00 AM 
 Maundy Thursday, April 6, 6:00 PM  
 Good Friday, April 7, 6:00 PM   
 Easter Sunday, April 9, 9:00 AM 

 For now we plan on holding all of these 
 services at Zion, but that is subject to change. 

· February 25 is Coldest Night of the Year. Pastor 
JD could use walkers and donors for the St. 
Paul’s team. Reach out to him for more info. 

· St. Paul’s Kitchen can always use help prepping 
and serving meals. Prep is Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. Serving is Wednesday evening and 
Saturday morning. All volunteers of all skill 
levels are welcome. Contact Rick Hobbs for 
more information at 812-455-4515. 

· St. Lucas UCC has relaunched their Sunday 
morning meals in the New Year. They are 
inviting volunteers from St. Paul’s UCC to join 
them. Prep begins at 6:30 am Sundays, the meal 
serves from 7:30-8:15 am, and there’s a little 
clean-up after. For more information please 
contact Bernie Hurley at 812-459-0855. 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688   
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry   
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Office # 812-425-1522 Cell # 812-202-8777     
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
   at Zion Evangelical UCC          
        415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching     
     Evansville, IN 47708      ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’ 

    

  


