
Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 22 at 1:00 pm in the Sanctuary at Zion Evangelical UCC we 
will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting. All members are 
encouraged to attend as we share reports on the work of our church, 
hear updates from our building search, a report from our pastor, review 
our financials, and elect new members to the Church Council. As 2022 
has been a year of transitions there is much to share. As we begin 2023 
there is much to be excited about. Join us if you can for this important 
meeting of our congregation at this important moment in our history. 

New Member’s Brunch 
January 15, following worship, we will host a New Member’s Brunch 
for anyone interested in learning more about St. Paul’s UCC who might 
consider joining us. Pastor JD will be sharing an overview of our 
church history, church governing structure, our denomination, and our 
vision going forward. You are under no obligation to join St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ in the covenant of membership after attending. 
We simply want to do better getting to know folks and get better at 
being known. Brunch will be provided to anyone who wishes to attend. 
Please let Pastor JD know by January 10 if you will be coming. 

Note: only members of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ can vote in 
our upcoming Congregational Meeting or any called Business Meeting 
of the church. Anyone wanting to join will be given the opportunity to 
do so in worship on January 22 at 9:00 am.  

Church Events 
Every Sunday (except 1/1)                 
9:00 am Worship & 10:00 am Sunday 
School, nesting at Zion Evangelical UCC  

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm &  
Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am                  
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free carry away 
meals and drinks at 2227 W. Michigan  

Jan 1 – 10:30 am, Combined Worship 
with Zion UCC & Holy Communion 

Jan 8 – In Worship, Presentation on 
General Synod 2023 from Kim Armstrong 

Jan 15 – 10:30 am, New Member’s 
Brunch with Pastor JD (info on back) 

Jan 17 – 1:00 pm, Mission Team Meeting 

Jan 18 – 6:00 p, Church Council Meeting 

Jan 22 – 1:00 pm, Annual Meeting 

St. Paul’s 
Messenger 
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      "Don’t remember the prior things; don’t ponder ancient history. Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it               
 sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? I’m making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness."  Isaiah 43:18-19 



A delightful December: 

Above: Kate and Pastor JD’s Wedding Reception. Below: White Elephant Christmas Bingo. Both at Zoar UCC. 



Above: Koester sisters light an Advent Candle, Carolers visit Erlene Dreier, and the TTT/His Body Builders 
have a Christmas Party at Tom and Lisa Huck’s home. 
        
Below: St Paul’s kitchen in action this past month. 

 A challenge for our readers: 
Look at the previous two pages of pictures, from events and 
ac vi es in December. We celebrated a wedding, we      
fellowshipped at Bingo (dona ng gi s and canned goods,) 
we worshipped together, we caroled at a few homes and 
nursing homes. We had Christmas par es, made cookies for 
the staff at Good Sam and assembled shut-in bags (not    
pictured,) and served over 1300 meals this month. Now 
look at our Mission Statement. How are we doing? 



January Birthdays 
1/4 Kara Nemer 
1/5 Carolyn Scavone 
1/6 Jan Thuerbach   
 & Shaunae Hayes 
1/17 Beverly Rice  
 & Gerard Buente 
1/18 Vicky Buente 
 & William Grisham 
1/22 Diane Burkhart 
1/26 Amaryllis Williams 
1/28 Linda Koch & Kevin Koehler 
 

Jim Kerns (recovering              
from surgery) 

Maddie Kolb 

Lavern Livers (recovering from        
heart episode) 

Family of Barbara Marr 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Mack Merkel 

George Murphy  (moved to     
rehab at Braun’s) 

Marylee Murphy*   

Susan Raber*  

Marie Rayoum*   

Jerry Schreiber  

Franka Siscel 

Nima Trautvetter* (stroke) 

Joyce Vaught 

 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Lexie Bays    

Orion Bays    

Evelyn Bernard*   

Jeanne Brame*    

Janet Bumb*    

Diane Burkhart*   

Katzie Crowley* 

Family of Clayton Danford  

Mike & Cindy Elliot (on the loss 
of their son Braden) 

Bill Grisham*  

Jackie Hammer (upcoming 
surgeries) 

Theresa Herrenbruck  

Joanne Jackson* 

Darlene Jewell (health concerns) 

Jim Kappler Sr.  

A Note from Pastor JD about our Prayer List:  

There have been many names on our prayer list for weeks, months, and 
even years. When I ask ‘what’s going on with her?’ or ‘why is he on the 
prayer list?’ and the answer is ‘he’s been on there for a while, not sure 
why” or something similar it makes me wonder if we are sharing info in 
a manner that gets those most in need of prayer prayed for by the most 
people. Often, on Sunday mornings, there are more people listed on the 
prayer list than sitting in the pews. I would like us to focus. Therefore, 
beginning January 1, 2023, when a prayer request is shared in worship 
or to the Church Office we will leave that person on for two months, 
then remove them unless we are given that prayer request again. Here is 
a stream-lined list of prayer requests that need your attention.  

 

Prayer List 

 
 

Have You Found St. Paul’s 
UCC  on Facebook Yet? Here 

are three ways to do so: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right 
side is a Facebook logo. Click it and there 

is our Facebook page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click 
the link shared Thursday, 9/29, to find our 

public Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser:  

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv  

to find our Facebook page. 

THEN LIKE THE PAGE TO FOLLOW 

Thanks to the following folks for baking 
cookies for the Good Samaritan Home 
Staff  Christmas Party: 

  Lakota Iron Rope 

 Josh Merkel 

 Karla Smith 

 Terri Sauter 

 Jan Thuerbach 

 Kathy Vonderahe 

 Debbie Kerns 

 Linda Hobbs 

St. Paul’s Family, 

We want to say thank you so much for the outpouring of love and support you have 
shown us always, but particularly with our wedding reception and numerous thoughtful 
gifts and cards. We thought the reception was such a lovely celebration. We were hon-
ored that so many of you donated turkeys and money in our name to St. Paul’s Kitchen 
and we have new Christmas ornaments, some gift cards for date nights, and lot of well 
wishes as we begin our married life together. You all are so kind. Thank you. 

              Kate and JD Rose 



A Note from Pastor JD 
What a difference a year can make. 
 
The first few days of 2022 I had Covid-19. Truman was 
with his mom. I lived in Linton, Indiana. I pastored my 
home church, but I was in love with someone in Mount 
Vernon named Kate. I wasn’t sure how a lot of things 
were going to land then. I could not have imagined the 
year that has unfolded. I cannot deny someone had a hand 
in it. I am married to Kate. I live in Mount Vernon. I have 
sole custody of Truman and 75% parenting time. I pastor 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Evansville.  
 
What a difference a year can make! 
 
So I say to you, good people of St. Paul’s, has a lot 
changed for you since January of 2022? As we start 2023 
we inch closer to a year since we last worshipped on West 
Michigan, which means a year nesting at Zion. We inch 
toward a half a year without Rev. Mary Hurley. All of that 
is a pretty different St. Paul’s than the one that started 
2022. All I can say in the way of pastoral counsel, looking 
back on the year we just finished, or the year that is just 
beginning is: what a difference a year can make. 
 
I believe 2023 is the year we put our Mission Statement 
into action. I believe 2023 is the year we find our 
permanent home. I believe 2023 is the year we start to 
meet some of the folks God intends to be a part of St. 
Paul’s UCC’s journey forward. I believe we are going to 
have an incredible year — the kind of year we can not 
really imagine, the kind of year we cannot deny 
someone’s hand is on.  
 
What difference can a year make? I believe we are about 
to see at St. Paul’s UCC. I could not be more excited for 
the possibilities ahead and the privilege of being your 
pastor in this season. If last year is any indication, for my 
life and for the life of this church, there is reason to have 
hope that this year will continue a streak of blessing for 
us. If we remain faithful and history is any guide then God 
is going to remain faithful and lead us forward. We need 
but listen, trust, stay diligent, and be obedient. 
 
To the right is a prayer I found appropriate to share as we 
enter a new year, a year full of such incredible 
possibilities and blessings for us all and for our church. I 
offer it up here with a grateful heart for this year that 
brough me back to so many of my greatest loves. I offer it 
here, fully expecting this is going to be a difference 
making year for St. Paul’s UCC. I offer it here, wishing 
you health and happiness in 2023 and beyond. 
 
Thank you for all the love you have shown me and my 
family in 2022. Ending the year it seems impossible there 
would have ever been a different path for me and you, 
than to come together. Someone clearly had a hand in it. 
 
Grateful for you all, Pastor JD  
 

A Prayer for the New Year 
 
O God of infinite creativity . . . 
 
At the beginning of this New Year – winter for so many – 
the rich brown earth is even now preparing to burst forth 
with a spring of possibilities and new life. 
 

Though the human eye cannot see it, you continue to 
bless the earth with new beginnings. We praise you! 
Bless us with new beginnings, we pray. 
 

Where we have lost sight of your Reign breaking in – 
even now at hand – renew our vision. 
 

Where we have faltered in reaching out to our neighbor 
in love, missing the moment to extend a hand of 
wholeness, renew our courage. 
 

Where we have allowed cynicism to dry our bones and 
sinews, renew our hope. 
 

At this beginning of a New Year, dear God, our arms are 
still warm from cradling the Babe of Bethlehem. Help us 
to keep that memory strong. Strengthen our arms to 
welcome your many children into communities of love. 
 

Prepare our hearts to burst forth with a spring of 
possibilities and new life. Stir us to be and share your 
love with the same vulnerability, the same humble 
expectation that brought you into the world in person. 
 

Help us, your church, your disciples, to be harbingers of 
your reign of justice and of peace fully emerged. 
 
O God of infinite creativity, at the beginning of this New 
Year, we know that you are about to do a new thing. 
Help us to perceive it. And to join in. 
 

In the name of Jesus, your greatest new beginning, we 
pray. AMEN 
 
      Posted at disciples.org 



Upcoming Events    Ways to Serve 
· January 8 in worship, Member of the IKC Board 

of Directors, our very own Kim Armstrong, will 
be sharing an update and invitation to serve at the 
UCC’s 2023 General Synod in Indianapolis. You 
can see info on General Synod 2023 ahead of 
time, and any time, at  https://generalsynod.org/ 

 

 

 

· St. Paul’s Kitchen can always use help prepping 
and serving meals. Prep is Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. Serving is Wednesday evening and 
Saturday morning. All volunteers of all skill 
levels are welcome. Contact Rick Hobbs for 
more information at 812-455-4515. 

· St. Lucas UCC is relaunching their Sunday 
morning meals in the New Year. They are 
inviting volunteers from St. Paul’s UCC to join 
them. Prep begins at 6:30 am Sundays, the meal 
serves from 7:30-8:15 am, and there’s a little 
clean-up after. For more information please 
contact Bernie Hurley at 812-459-0855. 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688        
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry         
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Jenny Hammer, Office Manager           
 Office # 812-425-1522 Cell # 812-202-8777          
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
   at Zion Evangelical UCC          
        415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching     
     Evansville, IN 47708      ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’ 

    


