
Kate and Pastor JD’s Wedding 
Reception + White Elephant Bingo  
December 10 at Zoar UCC (4600 Church Rd.) all are invited to not one, 
but two events in our church life! From 1:00-2:00 pm we will celebrate 
the recent wedding of Kate and Pastor JD with a cake & punch reception. 
Then from 2:30-4:30 we will have our next installment of Bingo.  
 

Info for Wedding Reception: gifts are not necessary. Many of you have 
already donated toward turkeys in the newlyweds name and the couple 
thanks you. We raised over $1000! Please come just to celebrate, see 
some photos from their wedding day, and enjoy one another’s company. 
 

Info for Bingo: this is a White Elephant Bingo. If you’d like to bring a 
gift to be used as a prize for Bingo winners please do, but do not feel 
obligated. We will also be collecting food donations to be split between 
the food pantries at Simpson UMC and White Oak run by the TTT/
Bodybuilders class. Please invite friends to this fun-filled evening full of 
games, good snacks, and great fellowship! 

Worship on Christmas Eve at 5 PM, 
Christmas & New Year’s Day at 10:30 AM 
This is one of those rare years when Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
arrives on a Sunday morning AND this is one of those extremely rare 
years when we find ourselves nesting in another church. Therefore, we 
will be sharing in combined worship for both Christmas services and 
New Year’s Day. Christmas Eve worship will be at 5:00 pm, with an 
organ concert beforehand beginning at 4:45. Following, our worship will 
include the bell choir, the choir, special music, readings, a short message 
from Rev. Lynn Marino, and candle lighting. It should be a blessed time 
of worship. Christmas Day we worship at 10:30 am. We will sing hymns, 
hear a Christmas story, and more special music. New Year’s Day, again 
at 10:30 am, Pastor JD begins our year with a good news review of 2022 
and a look ahead to 2023; we will sing and receive communion together.  

Church Events 
Every Sunday (except 12/25 & 1/1)        
9:00 am Worship & 10:00 am Sunday 
School nesting at Zion Evangelical UCC  

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm &     
Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am                  
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free carry away 
meals and drinks at 2227 W. Michigan St. 

Dec 4  –  In worship, Holy Communion 

Dec 6, 13, 20 – Advent Bible Study 10 am 

Dec 10 – 1:00 pm Wedding Reception for 
Kate & Pastor JD at Zoar UCC 

Dec 10 – 2:30 pm Bingo at Zoar UCC 

Dec 13 & 20 – Choir Practice at 5:30 pm 

Dec 15 – Cookies needed for Good 
Samaritan Home Christmas Party (more info 
on back page of this newsletter) 

Dec 18 – Shut-in Christmas Bags deadline 
(more info on back page of this newsletter) 

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship 5:00 pm 

Dec 25 – Christmas Day              
     Combined Worship at 10:30 am 

Jan 1 – Combined Worship at 10:30 am 
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Our youth about to head to the Fall Youth Retreat at 
Merom. Thanks, Lakota, for leading this crew! 

Hanging of the Greens with our friends from Zion  
Evangelical UCC, preparing for Advent 

A Snapshot of November 

To the right: St. Paul’s Kitchen continued to serve 
meals twice a week, all month, averaging over 100 
meals and cooking five turkeys for the White Oak 

potluck Thanksgiving meal.  



December Birthdays 
12/03  Carol Busby 

12/04  Mary Peterson 

12/06  Shirley Kuhlenhoelter, & George Busby 

12/13  Laverne Livers & Michele Ruminer 

12/15  Don Jourdan & Ed Fritz 

12/17  Don Armstrong 

12/19  Pat Wittenbraker 

12/20  Jim Geiser, Jeannette Thomas, Susan 
 Woosley, & Rita Stock 

12/21  Jeannie Kuebler 

12/22  Jackie Hammer 

12/27  Ruth Smith & Keith Kolb 

12/30  Karla Koring 

12/31  Margaret Clem 

 

Prayer List 

 
Darlene Jewell  

Connie Jourdan 

Jim Kappler Sr.  

Beverly Keerl  

Bob Kelly 

Kristie Kirsch 

Maddie Kolb 

Jeannie Kuebler 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Mack Merkel 

George Murphy  

Marylee Murphy*  

Farah Paul   

Susan Raber*  

Marie Rayoum*   

Jerry Schreiber  

Lois Sechler 

Peggy Stephens 

Jan Thuerbach  

Nima Trautvetter* (stroke) 

Joyce Vaught 
 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Stan Barron 

Harlan Batteiger 

Lexie Bays   

Orion Bays   

Evelyn Bernard*   

Jeanne Brame*  

Janet Bumb*   

Diane Burkhart*   

Louis Buschkill   

Katzie Crowley* 

Clayton Danford  

Erlene Dreier  

Kris Effinger (surgery) 

Jim Geiser  

Bill Grisham*  

Jackie Hammer 

Shaunae Hayes (expecting) 

Theresa Herrenbruck  

Libbie Hickman   

Verna Hudson*  

Jonnie Hutchison 

Jim Jackson  

Joanne Jackson* 

 

Have You Found St. Paul’s UCC  
on Facebook Yet? Here are three 

ways to do so: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right side is 
a Facebook logo. Click it and there is our 

Facebook page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click the link 
shared Thursday, 9/29, to find our public 

Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser: https://
www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv to find our 

Facebook page. 

THEN LIKE THE PAGE TO FOLLOW IT! 

Thanks: 
To our St. Paul’s friends,  

The Bob Dreier family wishes to thank all of you for 
your beautiful cards, visits, and memorials  given in 
his memory. He dearly loved the Church, even when 
he could no longer participate in it. We love all of you! 

Erlene, Linda, and Kathy 

 



A Note from Pastor JD 
I lived with my friend, Donnie Poteet, for a few months when 
I moved back to Houston. He was not well. His body was 
rejecting a kidney transplant, he was headed toward 
bankruptcy, he had been through a difficult divorce from his 
ex-wife, who had married one of his closest friends. It was a 
difficult time for Donnie and a difficult time to be around him 
accordingly. He would cry a lot, throughout the day and night, 
and ask impossible questions like ‘what did I do to deserve 
this?’ and ‘do you think things are ever going to get better?’ 
 

I didn’t know what to say. I prayed things would turn around 
for him. They never did. He died at 55, leaving behind three 
sons and a lot of unfinished business. A few weeks after his 
funeral his sons gave me the framed copy of this poem Donnie 
had hanging on the wall of his home office. 
 
Desiderata by Max Ehrman, 1927 
 
Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what 
peace there may be in silence. As far as possible, without 
surrender, be on good terms with all persons. 
 
Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even 
to the dull and the ignorant; they too have their story. 
 
Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are vexatious to the 
spirit. If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain 
or bitter, for always there will be greater and lesser persons than 
yourself. 
 
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep interested 
in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in 
the changing fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your business 
affairs, for the world is full of trickery. But let this not blind you 
to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals, and 
everywhere life is full of heroism. 
 
Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection. Neither be cynical 
about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment, it is 
as perennial as the grass. 
 
Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the 
things of youth. Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in 
sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark 
imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. 
 
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are 
a child of the universe no less than the trees and the stars; you 
have a right to be here. 
 
And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is 
unfolding as it should. Therefore be at peace with God, whatever 
you conceive Him to be. And whatever your labors and 
aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your 
soul. With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a 
beautiful world. Be cheerful. Strive to be happy. 
 
That framed copy of Desiderata lives in my office now and I 
think about it often, how it hung in Donnie’s office, and how 
at different times in his life he must have encountered its 

wisdom differently. I have also. Not long ago I was living 
my own darkest season and asking impossible questions, 
too. I have been blown away blessed with the way my life 
has turned around, and how quickly it has happened. 
 

At our wedding last month I was kept hidden from 
Truman for about three hours before the ceremony. Kate 
guessed that if that happened he would run down the aisle 
to me and (like always) she was right. The girls walked 
down the aisle one by one, the twins walked their mother, 
and between them our 2 1/2 year old came flying down 
the aisle to Daddy. I picked my son up and looked down 
the aisle to see my gorgeous bride walking toward me. 
 

I have never experienced a moment full of so many 
blessings at once. I would be surprised if I ever did again. 
In an instant, so much joy, hope, beauty, and love 
overwhelmed the sadness, darkness, and brokenness of 
my life in an irreversible way. I wish Donnie had gotten 
to have that moment after so much heartache and pain. I 
won’t ever take for granted that I did. 
 

Advent is the time we invite every heart to ’prepare Him 
room.’ Jesus is coming to be a part of the story again, of 
our lives again, and we have the opportunity,  no matter 
what difficulties we are currently walking through to let 
his  joy, hope, peace, and love overcome us in a way that 
redeems the hurt. Or, put a different way, Advent asks us 
to believe that, “with all its sham, drudgery and broken 
dreams, it is still a beautiful world.” That beauty arrives in 
the form of a baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
placed in a manger. I hope you receive him like the 
eternal blessing he is. I hope you are cheerful. And strive 
to be happy. Merry Christmas, from my family to yours! 
 

    With gratitude always, 
            Pastor JD 
 

Pictured here:  

Truman Rose runs 
around Kate and JD 
as they seal their 
union with a kiss, 
and their wedding 
photographer      
captures pure gold! 



Upcoming Events & Ways to Serve 

· Continuing December 6, 13, and 20 join us for an 
Advent Study from 10-11:30 am. Pastor JD will join Rev. 
Lynn Marino and Rev. Dr. Thom Webster in facilitating 
our study through Dr. Amy-Jill Levine’s Light of the 
World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent which explores 
the biblical texts around the birth of Jesus. We hope you 
will join us for this time of learning and growing together 
in this Advent season. If you missed getting a book let 
Pastor JD know and he’ll get you what you need. 

· December 15, WE NEED COOKIES! The Good 
Samaritan Home is having their Staff Christmas Party on 
December 16 and we want to join with other UCC 
churches in the area in showing our support. If you’d be 
willing and able to make a dozen or more cookies please 
let Pastor JD ASAP. 

· This Christmas Season, St. Paul’s UCC will once again 
be delivering Shut-In Gift Bags. If you would like to 
contribute, help deliver bags, or know someone who 
should be on the list, please let the office or Linda Hobbs 
(812-454-7843) know no later than December 18th. 

· In advance of our Annual Congregational Meeting 
we would ask anyone or any group within the church 
that has a report to go into the Annual Report would 
have those turned into the office by December 28 so 
they may be in the Annual Meeting packet. 

· January 8 in worship, Member of the IKC Board of 
Directors, our very own Kim Armstrong, will be 
sharing an update and invitation to serve at the 
UCC’s 2023 General Synod in Indianapolis. 

· January 15 we will host a New Member’s Brunch 
following worship for anyone interested in becoming 
a covenanted part of St. Paul’s UCC. 

· January 22 we will hold our Annual Congregational 
Meeting at 1:00 pm in the Zion Sanctuary. All 
members are encouraged to attend. 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688   
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry   
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Jenny Hammer, Office Manager     
 Office # 812-425-1522 Cell # 812-202-8777     
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
   at Zion Evangelical UCC          
        415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching     
     Evansville, IN 47708      ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’ 

    


