
“We believe God’s love is for all people. We live this by crea ng spaces 
of belonging, accep ng differences, and reaching out by serving.” 

Our New Mission Statment 

In four Listening Sessions from the end of August to the end of October 
we had a conversation with one another about what God was calling us to 
in this next chapter for St. Paul’s. We delved into mission statements from 
previous chapters, discussed our successes and passions, and listened to 
one another as we crafted the above mission statement. October 30 we had 
a prayerful Listening Session and those there adopted this statement. 
Church Council will officially adopt it at their meeting in November.  
 
Pastor JD preached three sermons in a row on the elements of this mission 
statement in October. Anyone who wants to get their head around exactly 
what we are saying and what we mean we encourage to listen to those on 
our YouTube page. As we search for a new home and look ahead to a new 
church calendar year beginning we are proud to carry this mission 
statement with us and hold the decisions ahead of us up to the promise of 
these words. Thank you to all who participated in the discussions related 
to crafting this mission statement these last couple of months. 

Information Session(s)      
Re: Future Church Home 
Members of the Building Committee, Council President Bill Barrett, and 
Pastor JD have looked at several potential properties for a new church 
home for St. Paul’s UCC. They would like to share the viable options 
with the congregation and discuss the pros and cons of each, narrow the 
field a bit, and see if there is any consensus on a direction forward as the 
Fall ends and we begin to look toward 2023. Join us in the Sanctuary at 
Zion at 1:00 pm November 27 and (if needed) December 4. 

Church Events 
Every Sunday (except 11/20) 9:00 am 
Worship & 10:00 am Sunday School 
nesting at Zion Evangelical UCC  

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm &  
Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am             
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free carry away 
meals and drinks at 2227 W. Michigan St. 

Choir – Nov. 1st & 8th 5:30 pm                     
Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5pm 

Nov. 4-6  IKC Fall Retreat at Merom 

Nov. 6    9:00 am in Worship: A    
    Time of Remembrance  

Nov. 12  1-3 pm Wedding Reception   
    for Kate & Pastor JD Rose  

Nov. 13  9:00 am in worship, Choir 

Nov. 20  10:30 am Combined Worship 
    with Zion Evangelical and Zion 
    Henderson, Bell Choir plays, 
    Pastor JD preaching 

Nov. 20  After, Hanging of the Greens 

Nov. 27  Information Session on    
    Options for Future Home 

Nov. 29  10:00 am Tuesdays, Advent 
    Bible Study w/Zion friends 
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“So much fun!” at Bingo 10/29 

Thanks to all who came out and to 
all who made Bingo possible. It was 
a fun-filled afternoon for all. Our 
next Bingo is December 10, back at 
Zoar UCC, 2:00-4:00 pm. 

Youth Outing & Baby Shower 

10/29 our youth headed to Mayse and 
had a blast together. Thanks goes to 
Shannon Jackson for planning.  

10/23 we held a baby shower for six   
little ones and their families. Thanks to 
all who came, and Lakota Iron Rope & 
Linda Hobbs for putting this event on. 



A Note from Pastor JD 
As of this writing there are five days till I get to become 
Kate’s husband! On that day, every trial we have endured 
will be redeemed in a new way. All the heartache we will 
have endured will have brought us to this moment of deep 
love and blessing and I’ll never look back at the hard stuff 
in the same way. It will have brought me to her. It will have 
lead me to a more beautiful dream for my life than I 
previously had for myself. 

 

At our last Listening Session discussing our Mission 
Statement I closed before praying by having those gathered 
look around at the others in the room and I offered this 
encouragement: “remember who was here on this day 
because there is a day coming when we’ll look around and 
see the others God has in mind to be a part of the future of 
St. Paul’s UCC.” I strongly believe we are moving toward a 
more beautiful dream for St. Paul’s UCC than many of us 
previously had for this church. It is an exciting time! 
 
In this issue of our Messenger you will see pictures of last 
months events, our new Mission Statement, and a ton of 
upcoming events, including mission, youth events, 
combined worship services and study, music offerings, and 
a conversation about options we have for our future home. 
Since last Fall when you decided to leave West Michigan 
we can say God has blessed the work of St. Paul’s UCC. 
Since January when you said goodbye to our previous 
church home God has blessed the work of St. Paul’s UCC. 
Since I arrived in the last couple of weeks of July God has 
blessed the work of St. Paul’s UCC. 
 
This is a season of gratitude. Our church has a lot to be 
thankful for — God has been faithful through a difficult 
season and these pages reflect a church very much alive and 
very  blessed. The season we move into at the end of this 
month, Advent, is a season of hope. We remember God’s 
promises, we pray for His arrival, and we celebrate the joy 
that is found when Jesus is with us. There is no doubt in my 
mind God has remained faithful to St. Paul’s. Jesus is with 
us! The story we tell next might be about us finding God 
redeeming the hard stuff we’ve come through by leading us 
to our most blessings yet. I feel extra qualified for that 
effort. I am grateful to be your pastor. 
 
    With gratitude always, 
     Rev. JD Rose 

We Need Turkeys! 
Looking for a way to reflect your gratitude 
and bless others this Thanksgiving? 

St. Paul’s Kitchen has been serving around 150 meals 
at our former building and at the White Oak high rise 
a couple of blocks away. Some great relationships are 
being formed, as well as some delicious meals being 
served to those in need, and the folks at White Oak 
have asked for our help. They’d like to have a potluck 
to celebrate Thanksgiving together and they asked our 
St. Paul’s Kitchen crew to prepare turkeys for it. We 
are collecting turkeys and monetary donations for this 
effort. Here’s how you can help: 

  
Donate a turkey! We will collect 
turkeys in our worship service on 
November 13. You can buy a  bird 
at the store and bring it to 
worship. The St. Paul’s Kitchen 
crew will take it from there. 

 
Donate $25 to buy a turkey! 
Contributions of $25 or more, 
collected by Nov. 20, will 
sponsor one of the turkeys we 
will buy and make for  the 
White Oak celebration.  
 
Any donations less than $25 we 
will pool together to get as 
many turkeys as we can! Any 
amount is helpful.  If you have 
few extra dollars for the effort 
we’d appreciate it. 
 
Kate & Pastor JD have asked in 
lieu of gifts at their wedding 
reception people contribute to 
this effort. They are so grateful 
for the warmth and generosity 
you’ll show with the donation 
towards a turkey or two! 
 

Any gifts received beyond the need of the White Oaks 
Thanksgiving potluck on November 20 will be used 
for further meals prepared by St. Paul’s Kitchen. 
They serve every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm and 
Saturdays 9:00-10:00 am. 



November Birthdays 
2 Evelyn Bernard  & Karla Smith 
3 Bill Thuerbach 
4 Wendell Burkhart 
9 Marie Rayoum 
12 Orion Bays 
15 Karoll Kolb 
17 Sharon Hosick 
19 David Pillow 
21 Carla Wittenbraker 
22 Marla Wittenbraker 
25 Tonette Smith 
27 Carl Minton 
 

Rev. Rose and St. Paul’s UCC, 
 
We wanted to say thank you so much for being there for our 
family and sharing in the beautiful service for Dad.  
 
He was a wonderful man who touched many lives. 
 
We truly appreciate all of your kind and comforting words. 
 
Clay & Donna Kraemer       
(on behalf of the family of Bob Kraemer) 

Dear St. Paul's family,  
 
We want to thank everyone for all the prayers 
for our baby Mack. He is still at Riley 
Hospital, but should be coming home soon. We 
also want to thank you for the wonderful baby 
shower and gifts. They gifts are very much 
appreciated. 
 
Brett and Carolanne Merkel  

Thanks: 

Have You Found St. Paul’s UCC  
on Facebook Yet? Here are three 

ways to do so: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right side is 
a Facebook logo. Click it and there is our 

Facebook page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click the link 
shared Thursday, 9/29, to find our public 

Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser: https://
www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv to find our 

Facebook page. 

THEN LIKE THE PAGE TO FOLLOW IT! 

Prayer List 

Stan Barron 

Harlan Batteiger 

Lexie Bays   

Orion Bays   

Evelyn Bernard*   

Jeanne Brame*   

Janet Bumb*   

Diane Burkhart*   

Louis Buschkill   

Katzie Crowley* 

Clayton Danford  

Erlene Dreier  

Jim Geiser    

Bill Grisham*  

Jackie Hammer 

Theresa Herrenbruck 

Libbie Hickman  

Verna Hudson*   

Jonnie Hutchison 

Jim Jackson  

Joanne Jackson* 

Darlene Jewell 

   

   

 Connie Jourdan 

Jim Kappler Sr.  

Beverly Keerl  

Bob Kelly 

Maddie Kolb 

Jeannie Kuebler 

Tom Ledbetter 

Joe Marino  

Bernice McReynolds* 

Mack Merkel 

George Murphy  

Marylee Murphy*  

Farah Paul   

Susan Raber*  

Marie Rayoum*  

Jerry Schreiber  

Lois Sechler 

Peggy Stephens 

Jan Thuerbach  

Nima Trautvetter* 
(suffered a stroke)  

Joyce Vaught 

 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 



Upcoming Events 
· November 4 at 1:30 pm St. Paul’s UCC folks are 

invited to attend ‘The Passing of the Key Exchange 
Expansion Celebration’ at Zion Evangelical UCC’s 
former parsonage as United Caring Services takes 
over the property in the first step towards making it 
Zion House, a transitional housing effort. Tours of 
the property will take place. Refreshments will be 
provided by our good friends from Zion. 

· November 4-6 Fall Youth Retreat at Merom Camp 
and Retreat Center. ALL middle school and high 
school students are invited. Please call or text 
Lakota Iron Rope at 812-459-0313 ASAP if your 
child is interested in attending.  

· November 6 we will have a Time of Remembrance 
in Worship as we will read the names and 
remember those loved ones and St. Paul’s UCC 
members who have passed away this year. If you 
have not yet given the name of some you would 
like remembered to Jenny in the office please do so 
by November 2. 

· November 12 join us for Wedding Reception for 
the Roses at Zoar UCC, 4600 Church Road, from 
1:00-3:00 PM. Kate and Pastor JD are getting 
married on November 5 and want to celebrate with 
their St. Paul’s family. In lieu of any gifts they have 
requested folks sponsor turkeys (see page 3.) Join 
us as we celebrate this newly married couple! 

· November 20 we join Zion Evangelical UCC and 
Zion UCC Henderson for a combined worship 
service at 10:30 am. Pastor JD will preach, the 
combined Zion/St. Paul’s bell choir will play. 

· November 20 after our combined worship stick 
around for a sandwich lunch and then help with 
Hanging of the Greens. We’ll prepare the Zion 
worship space for Advent as we hang decorations 
and beautify our nesting home for the season. 

· Also on November 20 help is needed to prepare 
turkeys for the White Oak Thanksgiving potluck. If 
you are able to help on November 20 please contact 
Rick Hobbs at 812-455-4515 

· Beginning November 29 and continuing on 
December 6, 13, and 20 join us for an Advent Study 
from 10-11:30 am. Pastor JD will join Rev. Lynn 
Marino and Rev. Dr. Thom Webster in facilitating 
our study through Dr. Amy-Jill Levine’s Light of the 
World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent which 
explores the biblical texts around the birth of Jesus. 
The cost of the book is $10. Please add your name to 
the sig-up sheet in the narthex or call the church 
office. The deadline to sign up is Sunday November 
20. we hope you will join us for this time of learning 
and growing together in this Advent season. 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688   
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry   
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Jenny Hammer, Office Manager     
 Office # 812-425-1522 Cell # 812-202-8777     
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 at Zion Evangelical UCC          

 415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching  

 Evansville, IN 47708       ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’ 
    


