
We have two more scheduled sessions to hear one another out, discern what 

God is calling us to, and define a clear mission for St. Paul’s UCC 

Listening Sessions Continue 

Once in both August and September we held Listening Sessions at Zion and 
gave everyone connected to St. Paul’s UCC the chance to share ideas, offer 
feedback, and help us determine what our mission should be going forward. In 
the first session we defined some terms: ministry (the what,) vision (the how,) 
and mission (the why,) reflected on what we were proud of at St. Paul’s in the 
last couple of decades, and shared what we were passionate about now. It was a 
spirited conversation, for sure. In our second session we defined and then looked 
at mission statements from some famous companies and American churches 
before turning our attention to previous mission statements of St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ. In 2019, with the help of Ministry Architects, St. Paul’s 
arrived at the following mission statement and values: 

 

Mission Statement — We celebrate God by welcoming, accepting, and serving. 
 
Core Ministry Values —  
 Mission-focused: We express God’s love by helping others. 
 Hospitable: We want everyone to feel at home. 
 Faithful: We believe in God and live what we believe. 
 Generous: We lovingly share ourselves and our resources. 
 Friendly: We support each other, embracing our differences. 
 
We assigned each person at St. Paul’s the homework of taking this mission 
statement and set of values and reworking them as best they could into a mission 
statement for our future. At our Listening Session on October 2 we will hear 
from folks what their reworked versions sound like — there is no wrong answer 
and you can be as imaginative as you’d like to be. We’ll discuss what God is 
saying to us after listing all these mission statements and narrow in on a precise 
statement. After a month of prayer we will come together for a final Listening 
Session on October 30 to adopt our new mission statement.  

Church Events 
Every Sunday (except the 2nd,) 9:00 
am Worship and 10:00 am Sunday 
School nesting at Zion Evangelical 
UCC 415 NW 5th St.  

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm and 
Saturday 9:00-10:00 am St. Paul’s 
Kitchen offers free carry away meals 
and drinks at 2227 W. Michigan St. 

Choir – Nov. 1st & 8th 5:30 pm                     
Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5pm 

· Oct. 2nd – 10:30 AM               
World Communion Sunday  
Combined Worship with Zion 
Evangelical UCC 

· Oct. 2nd – 1:00 PM           
Listening Session  #3 

· Oct. 19th – 6:00 PM             
Church Council Meeting 

· Oct. 22nd – 9:00 AM               
CROP Hunger Walk at Dream 
Center 16 W. Morgan Ave. 

· Oct. 29th – 2:00-4:00 PM 
Halloween Bingo at Zoar UCC 

· Oct. 30th – 1:00 PM          
Listening Session #4 
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Prayer List 

New To Our Faith Family 
On Saturday, September 17, 2022 Brett and Carolanne 
Merkel were blessed with the arrival of another son, 
Mack Alvin Merkel. Brayden is the proud big brother. 
Mack is the grandson of Kim Merkel and nephew to 
Josh, Blake & Brittany and cousin to Clark Merkel. 
Mack is the sixth generation Merkel to be welcomed to 
the St. Paul’s family. 

Stan Barron 

Harlan Batteiger 

Lexie Bays   
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Evelyn Bernard*   

Jeanne Brame*   

Janet Bumb*   

Diane Burkhart*   

Louis Buschkill   

Katzie Crowley* 

Clayton Danford  

Erlene Dreier  

Ed Fritz 

Jim Geiser    

Amariah Greenwell  

Tabitha, Hunter, &   

   Serenity Greenwell  

Bill Grisham*  

Jackie Hammer 

Theresa Herrenbruck 

Libbie Hickman  

Verna Hudson*   

Jonnie Hutchison 

Jim Jackson  

Joanne Jackson* 

Darlene Jewell 

   

   

Dave Jourdan 
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Jerry Schreiber  
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St. Paul’s UCC 

 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Have You Found St. Paul’s UCC on Facebook Yet? Here are three ways to do so: 

1) Go to our church website. On the right side is a Facebook logo. Click it and there is our Facebook page. 

2) On our private Facebook page, click the link shared Thursday, 9/29, to find our public Facebook page. 

3) Type this exact link into a browser: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv to find our Facebook page. 

THEN LIKE THE PAGE TO FOLLOW IT! Thanks 

1 Andrew Nendel 

2 Georgie Murphy & Lakota Iron Rope 

3 Phebe Minton 

4 Charles Stephens 

7 Rev. Mary Hurley, Austin Barnes,                    
& Savannah Barnes 

10 Rev. Lynn Marino & Bob Koch 

12 Sonya Kirwer 

13 Davey Jourdan, William Barrett II,                  
& Julian Armstrong 

15 Mary Rita Jourdan 

16 Norma Jean Thomas 

18 Rosalie Yeager & Gabriel Raber 

19 Chris Kirwer and Christopher Endress 

24 Verna Hudson 

25 Darlene Jewell & Polly Ellison 

28 Tom Peterson 

31 Judy Batteiger 

October Birthdays 



A Note from Pastor JD 

 
I can only imagine the difficult days St. Paul’s UCC has 
been through. In the past couple of decades there has been 
decline and departure, plans fall through, and painful 
decisions to be made. My heart hurts for you, thinking 
about how much hurt you’ve lived through. But if I’ve 
learned anything the last two year it is this: 
 
Sometimes what God has for you is better than what you 
dreamed for yourself.  
 
Maybe what God has in store for St. Paul’s UCC required 
those dark days you’ve lived through. Maybe you were 
shaped by them into the church you are now for the purpose 
God has for you next. Maybe your best days are still to 
come. Maybe God is going to send you a familiar face or an 
old friend, someone you can love and who will love you, to 
help you live into the future He has appointed for you. 
 
You need only trust God does such things. 
 
In less than forty days I’ll be married to the best dream God 
has yet revealed to me about how He sees my life. My 
prayer for St. Paul’s is that soon it will be revealed to us 
what the best dream looks like God has for our journey 
together in this church. I know God will be faithful. I hope 
we trust Him enough to follow Him into that future. 
 
May it be better than we could have ever dreamed. 
 
Alongside you on the journey, Rev. JD Rose 

“God knew what my 
heart needed. God 
knew what my son 
needed. God knew 
what I needed to 
heal, to thrive, to 
become what God 
needed me to be. 
We have to trust he 
will do the same for 
St. Paul’s UCC.” 

I am writing this 40 days before my wedding to Kate. By 
the time we publish it and you are reading it we will be 37 
or 36 days away. You cannot see me where you are reading 
this, but I can guarantee I am smiling. I want to tell you a 
little bit of our story, because I think it is a part of why I am 
so confident about what is ahead of our church too.  
 
Two years ago I was in a very different place. I was 
overjoyed about having a son — Truman was about 5 
months old at the time — and I was grateful to be at my 
home church for some challenging seasons in my parents 
lives — my Dad had a heart attack in 2018 and my Mom 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2019. However my 
primary relationship, my marriage, was falling apart. You 
won’t hear me in a sermon or see me write in a newsletter 
what all befell my first marriage. We both made mistakes 
and let the other down in important ways. Covid had 
changed ministry in a way it hasn’t recovered from and, 
coupled with tensions in my home, being forced to be at 
home had been extra difficult. The wheels came off.   
 
It was in a season of deep discernment about how someone 
who values love, commitment, marriage vows, and loyalty 
(a minister no less) could get a divorce that Kate walked 
back into my life. She arrived as a friend, nothing more. 
Soon I found out she’d been through her own painful 
divorce and, as she helped me navigate mine, we grew 
close.  I was a single parent overnight and she coached me 
on how to single parent. I was reeling from the idea that a 
spiritual leader could fail so spectacularly at something so 
important and she gave me needed perspective. 
 
I will have to admit that she has always been my dream 
woman. We dated in college, over twenty years ago, and so 
falling in love with her again wasn’t a staggering feat. 
There, in the midst of custody battle, congregational fallout, 
and emotional upheaval like I’ve never known was a friend 
and familiar face, someone who clearly cared for me and I 
cared for too. By the time we admitted how we felt about 
each other there wasn’t anything either of us could do to 
stop it from happening. As I’ve told you, we didn’t see that 
coming. It has been better than I could have dreamed. 
 
I believe St. Paul’s UCC can relate to some of what I went 
through. I had hopes and dreams for my future that didn’t 
pan out. I made mistakes that I regret for the best reasons in 
the moment. I didn’t realize much of the promise I saw 
before me. I lost people I love, with little hope now to 
reclaim those relationships. I started to feel like I’d 
squandered all the blessings I’d been given.  
 
But then, that is when God showed up and offered me 
something better than I had been working toward all these 
years. I had forgotten in all my devotion to Him and effort 
on His behalf that He actually knows what is best for me. 
God knew what my heart needed. God knew what my son 
needed. God knew what I needed to heal, to thrive, to 
become what God needed me to be. We have to trust he 
will do the same for St. Paul’s UCC. 

Kate and I made almost all of our plans for our wedding in the Spring 
before I was called to be your pastor and we don’t want to leave any of 
you out, so with the Church Council’s help we decided we’ll celebrate 
our wedding with St. Paul’s at a recep on on November 12. Details are 
s ll being put together, but we covet your prayers for our marriage 
and we are excited to celebrate with all of you then. 



Baptized into the Faith 

Caleb Bennet Blanford, son of Alex and Kerri, was 
baptized in worship at St. Paul’s on September 4, 2022.  

5 Do’s (and 2 Don’ts) When Inviting Friends to Church 
adapted from Eric B. Murdock in Church Magazines 

1. Do it Out of Love. Ask the question ‘why am I   
inviting them?’ Is it for you or them? 

2. Do Invite Them to Worship with You. Let them 
know you’ll be there beside them in worship.  

3. Don’t Take ‘No’ Personally. The reason people 
have for not coming is almost never about you. 

4. Do Help Your Friends Know What to Expect.    
Prepare a guest for what worship is like here. 

5. Do Replace Info with Intros. Beliefs are less       
important to a guest than meeting people.  

6. Do Welcome Everyone. Be a good host to the    
people you bring, but also any guest you see. 

7. Don’t Force; Follow-up. Never apply pressure, but      
instead check in with a friend after a visit. Announcements 

Did You Know? 
Our food mission continues in our former building at 
2227 West Michigan Street. Now named St. Paul’s 
Kitchen, we prep meals every Tuesday and Friday 
and we serve meals Wednesday from 4:30 - 5:30 pm 
and Saturdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am. Meals are free 
and all carry out, with drinks and utensils provided 
too. Here’s how YOU can help: 

· Volunteer for the night before prep or prepping 
and serving meals on the day. You can come 
once in a while or regularly. To volunteer      
contact Rick Hobbs at 812-455-4515 

· Spread the word by letting people know this 
ministry is ongoing, when, and where it is. 

· Pray this ministry blesses people who need  
nourished in body, mind, and soul, and that we 
might find other ways to help them as we build 
relationships with them. 

· Stop by and pick up a meal to deliver to      
someone you know is in need of a meal.         
Delivery  service is not available as of now, but 
you can make it happen. 

· If you cannot donate time, donate money or food 
to the St. Paul’s Kitchen effort. 

· We currently are in need of drink carriers if   
anyone has some or can get some for us. 

· The St. Paul’s Kitchen crew is setting up the 
parking lot for Fall Festival 2022. They are among 
the groups working and benefitting from the profits 
made on the lot this year. They need some help 
setting things up Saturday, October 1, around 10:00 
am. This shouldn’t take long. To volunteer, or with 
any questions, contact Bob Koehler 812-550-6385 

· A few words about St. Paul’s worship videos… 

Due to our attempts to load the worship videos to 
YouTube as quickly as possible, the earliest available 
video of our worship services will be of a lower video 
resolution. In most cases these videos will be available 
by 2:00 pm. 

Higher resolution videos take longer to upload. In most 
cases the higher resolution videos will be available by 
5:00 pm. Higher resolution videos will automatically 
replace the lower resolution videos when available.   

Thank you for understanding. 

· There is a lot you can do to help St. Paul’s UCC 
now that you have this Newsletter. If you are 
holding a hard copy think about someone you could 
give this to that might be interested in the things we 
have coming up, like World Communion Sunday or 
Halloween Bingo, and deliver this newsletter to 
them with an invitation to join you. Are you looking 
at this on your computer or phone? Think about 
who you could forward it to as a way of sharing 
news about your church and inviting them to be a 
part of it. This is an outreach tool. Like any tool it’s 
only effective if you use it for what it was designed.  



Upcoming Events 
· October 22 is Evansville’s CROP Hunger Walk. 

The event will be 9:00 am at Dream Center 
Evansville at 16 W. Morgan Ave. 47710. Pastor JD 
will be going and is happy to bring anyone who is 
interested with him. For more information visit 
crophungerwalj.org/evansvillein 

· November 4-6 Fall Youth Retreat at Merom Camp 
and Retreat Center. ALL middle school and high 
school students are invited. Please call or text 
Lakota Iron Rope at 812-459-0313 if your child is 
interested in attending.  

· November 6 is All Saints Day. We will honor those 
members of St. Paul’s UCC who passed away this 
year. It should be a powerful time of worship. If you 
have lost a loved one since last November 7, 2022 
please call the Church Office at 812-425-1522 or 
email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org and give 
Jenny the name(s) of the person(s) you’d like 
remembered and the date of their passing. 

· November 12 there will be a reception to celebrate 
the Pastor JD and Kate Rose following their 
wedding a week before. Details are still coming 
together, but mark your calendars for an early 
afternoon cake and punch reception so we can show 
our love to the happy new husband and wife. 

· November 20 we will again combine with Zion 
Evangelical UCC for worship as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Sunday together. Pastor JD will 
preach, special music will be offered by Zion’s 
Handbell Choir, and all three ministers will share in 
leading. Lunch & Hanging of the Greens to follow! 

· November 20 stay after worship for a soup lunch 
and then help prepare the worship space for Advent 
with the Hanging of the Greens. We’ll share in a 
meal with our friends from Zion and then work 
together to put up a Christmas Tree, garland, light, 
and candelabras to prepare Zion as we nest here for 
Advent. All are welcome to attend 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688   
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry   
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 Jenny Hammer, Office Manager     
 Phone # 812-425-1522       
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am          stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 at Zion Evangelical UCC          

 415 NW Fifth St.      Find us on YouTube by searching  

 Evansville, IN 47708       ‘St Paul’s UCC Evansville’ 
    


