
August 28 thirty-six folks gathered in the Sanctuary at Zion in the afternoon to 

have an open discussion about where St. Paul’s UCC was headed. It was a fruitful 

discussion as Pastor JD led us through some remembering things St. Paul’s is 

proud of doing the last twenty years and sharing what we were passionate about 

now as a way to try and see if there was any connections between the two that 

might point us toward a mission that might be calling our church forward. The 

hope is that through some of these discussion we might be able to determine what 

mission we are most capable of, qualified for, and called to. Pastor JD explained 

the difference between Ministry (the what that we do, i.e. Sunday School classes, 

bingo gatherings, choir, etc.,) Vision (the how we do it, like staffing choices and 

strategy,) and Mission (the why that is the foundation for all we do.) In these 

discussions we are trying to discern our why, which clarifies every choice ahead 

of us. Join us for the next Listening Session on September 18 at 1:00 pm in the 

Sanctuary at Zion. We need input from all to determine where we are going, so 

we can go there together. 

The Messenger Gets A New Look! 
Welcome to the new and improved newsletter for our church, St. Paul’s UCC’s 

Messenger. We want to develop an outreach tool for the church with our 

monthly newsletter. So, as you are reading through what is ahead we hope you 

do so thinking about the people you’d like to share this volume with, invite to 

church or an upcoming event, or better yet — bring with you! As we build 

momentum over the next several months there will be more and more 

happening here as we define our mission, find a home, and figure out what God 

is calling our church to become. It should be a fun season and our aim is to 

make this newsletter a place that communicates all we are doing and all that is 

coming, so all of us can be good about letting folks in our circles know. 

Church Events 

Every Sunday, 9:00 am Worship 
and 10:00 am Sunday School 
nesting at Zion Evangelical UCC 
415 NW Fifth St. 

Every Wednesday 4:30-5:30 pm    
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free 
carry away meals and drinks at 
2227 W. Michigan St. 

Every Saturday 9:00-10:00 am     
St. Paul’s Kitchen offers free 
carry away meals and drinks at 
2227 W. Michigan St. 

• Sept 10
th

  1-3 pm Pastor JD’s 
Welcome Picnic at Zoar UCC 
4600 Church Rd. 

• Sept 18
th

  1:00 pm Listening 
Session in Zion Sanctuary 

• Sept 19
th

  11:30 am Deacon’s 
Meeting in Conference Room 

• Sept 21
st

  6:00 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

Messenger 
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Listening Sessions Begin Anew 



Join us at a Welcome Picnic 
for Pastor JD & Family 
All are invited to join us at a Welcome Picnic for Pastor JD 
and his family Saturday, September 10th, from 1:00 to 
3:00pm at Zoar UCC, 4600 Church Road. A meal is 
provided (fried chicken and sides) and the facility is 
wheelchair accessible. If you have any questions, please 
contact Karla Smith at 812-568-7584.  

 

September Birthdays 

1 Shannon Jackson 
4 Kathy Dreier 
5 Bernice McReynolds, June 

Pillow, and Dirck Stahl 
8 Scott Merkel 
9 Olivia Stock 
11 Judy Carr 
12 Jim Kappler 
17 Elna Mattingly 
20 Jai Jackson 
25 Ron Clem 
26 Joe Marino, Karen Daniel 
27 James Stewart 
28 Davi Raber 
30 Bertha Burgdorf, and 

Adam Hobbs 

New To Our Faith Family 
We would like to congratulate Austin and Lexi Dotson 

on the birth of their daughter, Paisley Victoria, on June 

30, 2022. Grandparents are Stacey and Kelly 

Henderson and Great Grandparents are Sharon and 

Tom Walker. Welcome to the family, Paisley! 

Stan Barron   Jonnie Hutchison 

Harlan Batteiger  Jim Jackson 

Orion Bays   Joanne Jackson*  

Evelyn Bernard*  Darlene Jewell   

Jeanne Brame*   Jim Kappler Sr. 

Janet Bumb*   Beverly Keerl   

Diane Burkhart*  Bob Kelly  

Louis Buschkill   Maddie Kolb 

Margaret Clem (surgery) Bob Kraemer  

Katzie Crowley*  Jeannie Kuebler 

Clayton Danford  Joe Marino 

Bob & Erlene Dreier  Bernice McReynolds* 

Ed Fritz    Marylee Murphy* 

Amariah Greenwell  Farah Paul  

Tabitha, Hunter, &   Susan Raber* 

     Serenity Greenwell  Marie Rayoum* 

Bill Grisham*   Jerry Schreiber 

Jackie Hammer   Lois Sechler 

Theresa Herrenbruck  Peggy Stephens 

Libbie Hickman    Jan Therbach (surgery) 

Verna Hudson*   Nima Trautvetter* 

Katie Hutson (daughter of  Joyce Vaught 

     Rev. Dave Marshall)    *Shut-In/Home-Bound 

 PRAYER LIST 

 
Our food mission continues in our former building at 2227 

West Michigan Street. Now named St. Paul’s Kitchen, we 

prep meals every Tuesday and Friday and we serve meals 

Wednesday from 4:30 - 5:30 pm and Saturdays from 9:00 - 

10:00 am. Meals are free and all carry out, with drinks and 

utensils provided too. Here’s how YOU can help: 

• Volunteer for the night before prep or prepping and 

serving meals on the day. You can come once in a while 

or regularly. To volunteer contact Rick Hobbs at 812-

455-4515 

• Spread the word by letting people know this ministry is 

ongoing, when, and where it is. 

• Pray this ministry blesses people who need nourished in 

body, mind, and soul, and that we might find other ways 

to help them as we build relationships. 

• Donate money or food to the St. Paul’s Kitchen effort. 

Did You Know? 



A Note from Pastor JD 
A short lesson on how you can help 
St. Paul’s UCC grow using Facebook 

Friends, I know how it happened and I don’t blame anyone. 
Sometime during Covid, when churches were reeling from 
never-before-seen circumstances and trying to be the 
church when it wasn’t safe to meet for a good while we 
turned our attention away from social media at St. Paul’s 
UCC. We had a public facing Facebook page that stopped 
posting about the time we stopped worshiping in person. 

 

Later on, new leaders came along and started posting 
regularly in our private group on Facebook and it never 
occurred to anyone that wasn’t a page that can be seen by 
the world outside of our faith family. The Facebook page 
that has been the primary place to communicate about St. 
Paul’s UCC is a page that can only be seen by folks who 
have been invited (or asked to join) and as of this 
publishing the number of folks connected to that page is 
384. I’ll show you how to get to our public page on the 
panel to the right; it makes a difference which one we use. 
 
On most posts on our private page (you can see the ‘reach’ 
on the post) about half the number of folks in the group 
ever engages the post we place on that page. In fact, last 
Saturday Rick Hobbs shared a post about St. Paul’s Kitchen 
that reached 182 people. Conversely, on the very same post 
I shared on our public facing page, because it was ‘shared’ 
in public by me and a few others, we had a reach of 1,347 
people. I can’t think of anything a church does that we 
wouldn’t want more than 1,000 extra people to hear about. 
 
Now, if you are sitting there thinking this is an anomaly or 
the ‘young’ preacher is trying to convince me this makes a 
difference I’ll add some numbers to my argument. 
Facebook has 2.934 billion active users. That’s 36.8% of 
the world’s population. 1.968 billion people use Facebook 
every day. There are 182.3 million active users in the USA. 
The median age of a Facebook user is 31 years old. The 
three largest groups (by age) who use Facebook are aged 25
-34, 18-24, and 35-44.yet there are 620 million active users 
who don’t fall into one of these age groups. This platform is 
a golden opportunity to communicate a church’s mission 
and reach new people, especially people aged 18-44. And 
here’s one more number: total cost to join Facebook and 
have access to reaching 2.934 billion people = $0. 
 
We shut ourselves off, completely, if we make our primary 
way of communicating about St. Paul’s an invite only 
private group. On the other hand we tell the story of what 
God has done, is doing, and is going to do at St. Paul’s to a 
limitless wider audience by engaging on social media in a 
public space. Here’s how you can help: 
• Find our public Facebook page and like it. Directions 

on how to get there are to the right. 
• If a sermon, special music, a ministry effort, or post 

speaks to you or you think needs to be seen and heard 
more widely hit ‘share’ and post it on your feed. 

• On Saturdays the public page invites folks to worship, 
share that with the folks on your feed as well. 

Pastor JD’s Info: 

Office Hours 10:00 am — 3:00 pm Monday — Friday 

Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Cell # 812-774-6688  Office # 812-425-1522 

Think about it this way: in your hands is a device that can 

help you tell people about your church, and about Jesus. 

98.5% of Facebook users access the platform on their 

mobile phone. Will you take the time and find the St. 

Paul’s UCC public facing Facebook page and start sharing 

things posted there on your page? 

 

Here’s how to find it: 

Log into your Facebook account. In the top search bar 

type: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsuccevv/ 

You should see this page:  

Hit ‘like’ and 

you are done. 

You will see 

new posts in 

your timeline 

going forward 

and if you hit 

share, they’ll be 

seen by others. 

 

Let’s get in the habit of sharing the Good News of Jesus 

with our friends as we share the good news of what’s 

going on at St. Paul’s UCC Evansville! 

              

             Glad to be with you, Rev. JD Rose 

 
          * All statistics and numbers from datareportal.com 



Announcements 

• St. Paul’s UCC Choir is about to get going again. If 
you would like to sing with the choir and/or want 
more information please reach out to Katie Maurer, 
Director of Music Ministry, at 812-483-9186. 

• Zion Evangelical UCC’s Handbell Choir will begin 
practicing September 21 at 5:00 pm and they have 
invited St. Paul’s folks to join them. You may 
contact Sarah Kauffman Miller for more info. 

• St. Paul’s Kitchen could use plastic grocery bags for 
their meal distribution. If you have any to share 
please bring to church on Sundays. There will be a 
box marked ‘St. Paul’s Kitchen’ in the back. 

• Our sister church (where Pastor JD grew up and just 
served,) Saron UCC Linton, took the St. Paul’s 
church van on their Youth Mission Trip to 
Louisiana in late July. The sent back a thank you 
note signed by all their kids and adults with this 
picture in front of our van. We were blessed to be 
able to help and they were blessed by our help. 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Evansville 

  

 Rev. JD Rose, Pastor / Cell # 812-774-6688  
 Email jdrose@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

  

 Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministry  
 Cell # 812-483-9186 / Email maurer.katie@gmail.com 

 

 Jenny Hammer, Office Manager    
 Phone # 812-425-1522      
 Email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

 Worship Sunday at 9:00 am        stpaulsuccevansville.org
  at Zion Evangelical UCC 

  415 NW Fifth Street 

• October 2 is World Communion Sunday and St. 
Paul’s UCC will join Zion Evangelical UCC in a 
joint worship service that Sunday at 10:30 am. Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Webster will be preaching, there will 
be special music shared by St. Paul’s choir, and all 
three ministers of both churches will be leading. 
Mark your calendars and come to worship a bit 
later that morning. 

• November 6 is All Saints Day. We will honor those 
members of St. Paul’s UCC who passed away this 
year. It should be a powerful time of worship. 

• November 20 we will again combine with Zion 
Evangelical UCC for worship as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Sunday together. Pastor JD will 
preach, special music will be offered by Zion’s 
Handbell Choir, and all three ministers will share in 
leading. Lunch & Hanging of the Greens to follow! 

• November 20 stay after worship for a soup and 
sandwich lunch and then help prepare the worship 
space for Advent with the Hanging of the Greens. 
We’ll share in a meal with our friends from Zion 
and then work together to put up a Christmas Tree, 
garland, light, and candelabras to prepare Zion as 
we nest here for Advent. All are welcome to attend. 


