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Greetings St. Paul’s family!

This is my first newsletter entry, we are rethinking this publication (more below,) 

and I have been getting settled the last several days, so I am to blame for this 

hitting at the beginning of the month and not the end of the last. I want to tell you 

what we are up to and how we are starting to think about The Messenger as a tool 

for outreach, but first let me thank you for a warm welcome as I have gotten going 

here at St. Paul’s. I have gotten a few cards, a couple of visits, and been received 

with smiles, handshakes, and hugs in worship already a couple of weeks. I am 

grateful for that welcome.

Likewise, let me say how much I have enjoyed and benefitted from a couple of 

overlapping weeks with Rev. Mary Hurley at the end of an incredible forty-seven 

years of ministry and important six years of ministry to St. Paul’s. She has loved 

you and challenged you, lead you and prayed for you, and was able to give me a 

helpful and hopeful lay of the land as I get going. She has been (and will continue 

to be) a gift to our church. I am grateful for her service, example, graciousness, and 

friendship.

Now, let me tell you what I am thinking about The Messenger:

There used to be rhythm to life built around publications. I remember circling items 

in the Sears catalog to let my parents know what I wanted for Christmas each year. 

I remember getting a Beckett magazine once a month to see how much my 

baseball cards were worth compared to the previous month. I remember keeping a 

Sports Illustrated in a special place if it had one of my favorite athletes on it once 

my Dad was ‘done with it’ of course. I remember looking at copies of my mom’s 

People magazine and wondering why anyone cared what famous people got 

married or divorced. That one still baffles me.

These publications had a daily influence on us, as well. I remember watching my 

grandmother work the crossword puzzle in her paper every morning. I’d be given 

the comics from the same edition and my grandparents would talk about local 

news. My Dad would check sports stats in his and my mom would cut out any time 



any of us made the paper. In fact, I remember when a paper used to be thrown at 

our door every morning! I remember when a newspaper seemed vital. I remember 

when a newspaper seemed to be priced according to its value. I remember adults 

asking in different contexts ‘did you see The Paper?’ Many of you probably have 

memories like this. In a different age we communicated through publications and 

periodicals, and they served a great purpose.

In days of old a Church Newsletter served an important purpose as well, to keep 

church members informed about the things happening at the church, communicate 

upcoming meetings and church gatherings, serve as an outlet for reporting church 

business, and allow a pastor a moment to write a condensed bonus sermon once a 

month. But, as you might have thought as you read the paragraphs above, the 

world doesn’t communicate the same way it once did, on paper, on the daily or 

weekly, or monthly, or quarterly, etc. I read my news, see my comics, see sports 

stats, even play word games on my phone most days. Social media and twenty-

four-hour news have changed the way information gets disseminated. The web has 

become the normal place for people to find information and there are verbs in our 

lexicon that are really just the names of the search engines and apps we are using 

to find info.

Some wise folks at St. Paul’s UCC have understood this and made The Messenger 

a publication that is mostly emailed to folks and it has evolved to be what I would 

describe as a virtual bulletin board for the church. I have no problem with that, 

specifically, but I’d like to suggest another way for us to think about what our church 

newsletter might be. What if the publication we sent out each month could be seen 

and understood as an outreach tool?

I envision The Messenger becoming a place where we still share what is happening 

at St. Paul’s, share birthdays and important announcements, and official notices, 

but also is a place where we are constantly thinking about folks who are not yet 

here. I see The Messenger becoming an outreach tool where we are routinely re-

introducing ourselves, inviting others in, and casting vision about what God is doing 

with us here at St. Paul’s. I see The Messenger evolving into a publication that 

each month might encourage you to think about the folks you’d like to let know 

about St. Paul’s, about what is happening here and why you are excited about it, 

and about why you’d love to invite them to worship or an event at your church. This 

will be one part of a several part efforts to reframe our thinking at St. Paul’s United 

Church of Christ Evansville to be focused outwardly, at the folks God has in mind to 

be blessed by our community in mission, ministry, and relationship.

The Great Commission, that Jesus gave his disciples and extends to us, calls us to 

make disciples of the world. We do not do that by only communicating to ourselves. 

I loved that Reverend Mary used the Prayer of St. Francis in her final worship 

service; it is an important prayer that locates the work of God’s kingdom within our 

very spirit, our very words, and our very actions. The change under construction 

regarding The Messenger is only one of a handful of the ways I will be challenging 

you to reframe the way you see St. Paul’s with this more modern prayer in mind, 

written by Natalie Regoli:

Almighty God, You gave Your people an assignment to fulfill here on earth. You 

said to them “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation”. 

Lord, I pray that this will be the mission of our church. I ask that You keep our 

hearts and minds open so that we willingly seek to touch those outside the four 



walls of the church; those who do not know You, Amen.

There are things under construction, in a multitude of directions, but our purpose 

remains.

I look forward to this journey we are embarking on together.

Blessings, Pastor JD

Our Church Family and Friends
In Need of Prayer

Stan Barron

Harlan Batteiger

Orion Bays

Evelyn Bernard*

Jeanne Brame*

Janet Bumb*

Diane Burkhart*

Louis Buschkill

Katzie Crowley*

Clayton Danfod

Nina Daywalt

Bob & Erlene Dreier

Ed Fritz

Amariah Greenwell

Tabitha, Hunter, & Serenity 

Greenwell

Bill Grisham*

Jackie Hammer

Theresa Herrenbruck

Libbie Hickman

Verna Hudson*

Katie Hutson (daughter of Rev. 

Dave Marshall)

Jonnie Hutchison

Jim Jackson

Joanne Jackson*

Darlene Jewell (heath concerns)

Dave & Connie Jourdan

Jim Kappler Sr. 

Beverly Keerl

Maddie Kolb

Bob Kraemer

Jeannie Kuebler

Joe Marino

Bernice McReynolds*

Marylee Murphy*

Farah Paul

Susan Raber*

Marie Rayoum*

Jerry Schreiber

Lois Sechler

Peggy Stephens

Jan Therbach (surgery on 8/26)

Nima Trautvetter*

*Shut In/Home-Bound



Happy Birthday
to our members with birthdays this month!

7  Jim Kerns                                23 DJ MacLeod
12 Bettye Fritz, Joel Sauter         25 Leland Bumb, Liam Effinger
19 Janet Bumb, John Deppen    26 Lason Hayes
20 Lisa Huck                                29 JJ Koehler
21 Keith Smith

Church Staff

Pastor JD Rose, Pastor 

pastorjdrose@gmail.com

Jenny Hammer, Office Manager

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org

Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministries

maurer.katie@gmail.com

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org

The church office is open

Monday thru Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

to visit the office, please schedule an appointment

Call 812-425-1522 or email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org
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