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Messenger 
OCTOBER 2020 

RAMBLINGS FROM THE REV ~ 

Dear Church Friends and Family, 

On October 4th we will join with Christians throughout the world 

at the Table of our Lord.  We will also be joining with one another 

at St. Paul’s either electronically or in person, (a sentence I never 

imagined I’d write while in ministry), as many Christians will in so 

very many places.  We need to remember always that we are 

not the only ones battling covid-19, it has touched the entire 

world.  That is why this year coming to the Table is more 

important than ever as we recognize the need for all to be 

blessed and given the comfort of God’s healing touch.  In 

addition to sharing Communion we are invited to share 

monetarily with giving to the Neighbors in Need Offering, an 

offering that reaches our neighbors wherever they are found. 

Each of you take care and be safe. 

Peace, 

Reverend Mary 

*Virtual church is available on YouTube or through our website at www.stpaulsuccevansville.org. 

The Breakfast Club crew is working to meet the food needs of our community--

serving 2 carry away meals per week (Sunday morning and Wednesday evening) as 

well as the end of the month Saturday lunch.  We typically serve 40-50 individuals per 

meal (approximately 450 meals per month.)  Additionally, United Caring Services 

(UCS) was experiencing a shortage of hot meals, so we have been preparing and 

delivering to UCS 9 gallons of soup per week for their clients. 

 

With the approaching colder weather, we don't anticipate either need ending soon.  We 

would greatly appreciate any financial donation to help with this mission.  Thank you. 
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The “Weekly 

Word” for 

youth is a 

lectionary-

based lesson 

menu for 6th-

12th grade. 

You can find these lessons here: https://

explore.backtothebible.app/p/st-pauls-ucc-youth 

 

We are breaking in the new season slowly with our 

youth. Here is our tentative schedule for October. 

Please mark your calendars! 

Sun. Oct 4 – Tie Dye gathering at Bethel at 2pm 

Sat. Oct 10 – Halloween Drive in Movie at Bethel at 

6pm 

Sun. Oct 11 – “Move Up” Cookout at St. Paul’s, 12-

2pm (celebrating the children who have moved 

up to the next level in Sunday School and Youth 

Group. 

Sun. Oct 18 – Youth Group check-in 12-2pm at St. 

Paul’s 

Sat. Oct 24 – Serve breakfast at UCS 7:15-10am 

 

Help us celebrate the children and youth who have 

moved to the next level in Sunday School and Youth 

Group. If you have children or grandchildren who just 

started Kindergarten, 3rd Grade, 6th Grade, or 9th 

Grade, we are celebrating them with a cookout on the 

St. Paul's lawn on Sunday, October  11, at 12-2pm! 

Bring a lawn chair and a mask. We will respect the 6 

foot distancing. Please RSVP by texting Kim at 812-

454-5638 or by email at 

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org. 

We started having OPEN 

GYM on September 8th! 

Five USI OT Graduate 

students have been 

leading the crafts and 

activities in room 208. 

We are also set up to 

help with homework in 

room 208. Luckily, the 

weather has been very nice for outdoor play in our 

fenced in yard/playground.  

 

When the children arrive, we write down their name, 

take their temperature, ask them to wash their 

hands, and then go to the activity room. So far, we 

have only had a maximum of 4 children at a time. 

Therefore, it has been easy to maintain our safety 

protocols. If we begin getting more children, they will 

be separated into “pods” with other children/family 

members they are usually around at school or home. 

Once the colder or rainy weather hits, we will re-

evaluate how we operate. We are practiced at 

thinking on our feet 

 

Online videos and activities that 

follow the weekly lectionary 

continue for all ages. If you 

haven’t found them yet, go to our 

website, https://

www.stpaulsuccevansville.org/ 

and click on “Children & Youth.” From there you can 

choose an age group. 

 

Monthly mailings for Sunday School at Home have 

resumed! Each month children Pre-K – 5th grade will 

receive a packet of lessons and activities for the 

month. If your child or grandchild is not receiving 

those packets, please let Kim Armstrong know. We 

may have the wrong address or we may have missed 

you on our list! 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Continue to be on the lookout for information on our 

Confirmation Class and the plans to finalize their 

confirmation. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

Capital Campaign UPDATE  

In the last few weeks Bill and I have appeared to you to ask for your help toward our church project of a new 

facility.  The response has been wonderful and we want to thank everyone who helped us, in any way,   We have 

met almost 90% of our goal! 

 We are excited to come before you on Sunday, October 4th to give our total of pledges to date and to share 

appreciation to those who have helped to make this campaign successful.  It is certainly not too late to pledge if 

for what ever reason you have not already done so. 

We look forward to seeing you either virtually or in person on Sunday, October 4th! 

Sincerely,  

Capital Campaign  Co-chairs:  Bill Barrett & Pam Buschkill 
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2020 Council Highlights September 24, 2020 
Church Council held a Zoom video meeting, on September 24th, with eleven members. Kim 

Armstrong, and Pastor Mary present.   Listed below are highlights of the meeting. 

• The capital campaign solicitation period is wrapping up.  As of the Council meeting, pledges 

approaching 90% of the goal of $750,000 have been received. Dedication of pledges is scheduled 

for October 4th. An account for capital campaign contributions and stock transfers is being set 

up at Baird, with Dirck Stahl and Daryl Helfert as signatories. 

• The loan application to support the building project has been submitted to Cornerstone.  It is 

under review. The four contractor invited to submit bids for the project (Arc Construction, Deig 

Brothers, Danco, and Empire) all submitted bids, which were received on September 17th.  

Danco was the low bidders.  All bids were above the 2019 estimate. The major contributors to 

the higher numbers were inflation (construction inflation is higher in this area than elsewhere), 

higher material costs, some change in scope (e.g., better countertop materials, flooring changes, 

and addition of a round stained glass window above the organ façade to balance the scale of the 

windows at the back of the Sanctuary), inclusion of the contingency, and higher than expected 

costs for relocating the stained glass windows. Costs for relocating the stained glass windows 

are about $80,000 more than projected, due to the condition of the windows (which would have 

to be disassembled and completely remade). The condition of the windows is related at least in 

part to remediation actions taken about 15 years ago which actually worsened rather than 

helped the condition issues. Architect Gary Thomas is validating the bid and evaluating 

options.  We have 60 days to decide whether to accept the bid. The building project committee 

will work with the architect to come to their best recommendation, confirm financing, and bring 

the proposal back to Council for review and a decision on whether a congregational meeting is 

required. At minimum, informational sessions will be scheduled to present the final 

recommendation.  

• In-person worship services continue to be at 10 am in the gym, and the recorded services 

continue to be available. Communion will be available on the first Sunday of the month. No 

requests for use of Room 213 or the gym by St. Paul’s groups have been received.  The lawn and 

patio also remain available for outdoor meetings. 

• August receipts were down, and Deacons will continue to watch this closely and follow-up as 

necessary. Investments gained approximately $10,000 in August. 

 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

Saturday, October 10 @ 2 pm 
 

DRIVE-IN BINGO 
 

(in the North parking lot of St. Paul’s - listen on your car radio) or 

on the grass (bring your own lawn chair) 
 

In event of rain, Bingo is cancelled. 

In this time when we can't be all together in person, being able to keep in touch is 

even more important.  We haven't had a new church directory in several years,  

and the pandemic interrupted the process earlier this year.  We will be confirming 

information over the next few weeks for inclusion in a new directory.  If you are   

not contacted or have changed information, please contact the church office. 

The 2020 Sausage Supper has been cancelled.  After much thought and 

discussion, we have concluded there is not a financially feasible and socially 

responsible approach to preparing and serving the food that would also allow for 

the experience of a community meal that is so important to the Sausage Supper.   

Thank you. Erlene & Rick 
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The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Interim Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

812/459.0855 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music 

Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs, Organist 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

to those who are celebrating  an 

anniversary of 50 or more years  

this month.   

May God continue to bless you. 

Jim & Mildred Montgomery 

October 1, 1949 

71 Years 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 

FOR OFFICE ACCESS: 

Contact the office to schedule an appointment. 

Each person is required to wear a face mask. 
 

THE BUILDING REMAINS CLOSED AT THIS TIME.   

Earl Smith 

Marilyn Smith* 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Jami Witty 

 

The family and friends of 

Helen Hammer 

 

The family of Gilbert Bumb, 

brother of Earlene Dreier, 

uncle of Bill Barrett, Daryl 

Helfert, Linda Koch 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Ed Albin* 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Janet Bumb 

Carol Burgdorf 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

Sara Butler. 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato 

Katzie Crowley* 

Randy Demarest 

Patricia Doughty. 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Brandon Gettner (Riley) 

Bruce Gillette 

Bill Grisham* 

Gary Hahn 

David Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Lisa Huck 

Tom Huck 

Verna Hudson* 

Bernie Hurley 

Joanne Jackson* 

Dave & Connie Jourdan 

Joan Kappler 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Elna Mattingly 

Corena Maurer* 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Leanna Reece  

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

THANK YOU  

Thanks for your prayers and expressions of sympathy. Helen loved her St. Paul's family and we 

appreciate your support, especially over these last few years of decline.  

~ The Family of Helen Hammer 

 

Hi ~ 

David Kappler has been released from his restrictions after his appendectomy.  Betty Barning 

continues PT for her broken heel until she sees her doctor on September 29th.  We are hoping she 

will be able to begin driving again by October 1st!  Both thank their “St. Paul’s Family” for prayers!! 

~ Karla Kappler 

 2 Lakota IronRope 

  Georgie Murphy 

 4 Charles Stephens 

 7 Mary Hurley 

 10 Robert Koch 

 12 Sonya Kirwer 

 13 Julian Armstrong 

  Bill Barrett 

  Davey Jourdan 

 14 Levi Odom 

 15 Mary Rita Jourdan 

 16 Kristen Knapp 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members who are  

celebrating a birthday in October. 

  Norma Jean Thomas 

 18 Gabe Raber 

  Rosalie Yeager 

 19 Chris Endress 

  Chris Kirwer 

 20 Stacey Henderson 

 24 Verna Hudson 

 25 Polly Ellison 

  Darlene Jewell 

 28 Tom Peterson 

 31 Judy Batteiger 
 

*denotes our shut-ins 


