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Messenger 
NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Ramblings from the Rev ~ 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Members  

and Friends,  

to say that most of 2020 has not been as we thought it would be  

is an understatement, at the very least.  People have been working  

from home, risking their own health when seen as essential workers  

(let’s give a huge cheer for those folks), or finding themselves out of work.   

Schools have been on a merry-go-round trying to figure out how best to serve the  

children of their communities.  Grandparents have not seen grandchildren, many of us  

have not been able to attend the momentous events in the lives of those we love, and we still 

haven’t figured out how to wear a mask without fogging up our glasses, well I haven’t anyway. 

 

Obviously, Thanksgiving will be very different.  Possibly we will have to say thanks with  

fewer people around the table, possibly with no extra people around the table.  There will  

be no thanksgiving dinner at church and for many of us at St. Paul’s and many in the  

neighborhood that will be a real loss.  Our Ministry of feeding folks continues, though,  

so we continue to feed the bodies and souls of those in need.  It would be a perfect  

way to celebrate thanksgiving this year with a donation to this worthy cause. 

 

But do I have good news for you.  Very soon a new year will begin, not 2021, but the Church 

Year.  The first Sunday of Advent will be November 29th.  Now, I am not telling you that 

everything will be as it was—that would be a cruel suggestion.  But we will once more find 

ourselves at the beginning of the story of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  With four Sundays to 

prepare we can be sure that our welcoming of the Christ Child on Christmas will be all that it 

should be.  We could take this time that is not filled with a lot of our normal preparations  

for the holidays and turn it over to spending more time preparing for the Christ Child. 

 

There have been no final plans for Advent or Christmas as I write this but when they are we 

will get the news out to everyone.  I want to take some space here to thank Beth Gregg for 

the great job she has done here at St. Paul’s.  She has patiently taken me by the hand and 

taught me much about the world of computers.  Beth will be missed.  Everyone  

take care and please feel free to contact the church office or me  

if an issue arises that you need our help with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace, 

Reverend Mary 
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In addition to the regular 

online videos and activity 

menus on our website, our Pre-

K – 5th grade children have 

begun receiving a monthly 

mailings.  The activity sheets 

they receive go along with the weekly video I send 

out on Sundays. 

 

If your child or grandchild is not receiving those 

packets, please let Kim Armstrong know.  We 

may have the wrong address or we may have 

missed you on our list! 

 

The “Weekly 

Word” for 

youth is a 

lectionary-

based lesson 

menu for 6th-

12th grade.  

You can find these lessons here:  

https://explore.backtothebible.app/p/st-pauls-ucc-

youth 

 

 

 

Our Tie 

Dye 

gathering 

at Bethel 

went 

really 

well!  

However, 

our  

Halloween Drive-in Movie and our Move-Up 

Cookout were both cancelled due to the threat of 

weather and the rise in COVID numbers. 

 

Our next big (virtual) gathering is November 6-7 

for the IKC Youth Fall Assembly Retreat.  

 

The tentative schedule for 6th-12th grades in 

November: 

Nov 1, 12-1pm – Virtual Check in 

Nov 6-7 – IKC Fall Retreat 

Nov 15, 12-1pm – Virtual Games 

Nov 28, 7-10am – Serve at UCS 

Nov 29, 12-1pm – Virtual Check in 

 

~Kim Armstrong 

We have had the good 

fortune to get four 

more USI OT Grad 

students to help in 

October!  We will have 

another group in 

November.  They 

really have been a God

-send to us! 

 

Our 

children 

in Open 

Gym have 

talked to 

me about 

racial 

injustice 

and the 

things 

they see 

 on the news as well as the things they experience 

in their schools.  While I have been educating 

myself on the issues, I quickly realized that I am 

not qualified to speak on these matters, as have 

never experienced them myself.  So, I contacted 

the local NAACP chapter and spoke with 

Reverend Gerald Arnold about coming and 

speaking to the children about what is happening 

locally in the world of racial equality and justice.  

As it turns out, Rev. Arnold is not only the 

President of the local NAACP chapter, he is also 

the long time pastor of Independence Baptist 

Church catty-cornered from our parking lot on 

12th and Virginia!  He came and spoke to our 

kids about his experiences and why he joined the 

NAACP.  We learned about how the NAACP got 

started and the important work they do in our 

community.  One important thing we learned is 

that the NAACP helps people of all skin color.  If 

you have had an injustice done to you, no matter 

who you are, they will investigate and help you as 

much as possible.  The message of caring for all of 

humanity came through loud and clear.  We 

enjoyed our time together and we look forward to 

a new and refreshed relationship with 

Independence Baptist church! 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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2020 Council Highlights October 15, 2020 
Church Council held a Zoom video meeting, on October 15th, with ten members and Pastor Mary 

present.  Members of the Building Project and Capital Campaign committees were also present for 

discussion. Listed below are highlights of the meeting. 

• The capital campaign solicitation period is complete, and pledges of $700,000 have been 

received.   

• Discussion is ongoing with Cornerstone regarding the loan application to support the building 

project.  Their current assessment is that a long-term mortgage of $650,000 would be 

supportable, which could be revised with additional information.  

• Architect Gary Thomas worked with Danco and subcontractors to come up with alternates 

that would reduce the project budget to approximately $2.8 million, without significantly 

changing the project scope (other than replacement stained glass windows of similar design). 

• Based on this information and money to be taken from saving, there is a gap of about 

$400,000 between project cost and financial capability. This was communicated to Gary, and 

he believes there may be options that could bring us to an affordable budget without 

compromising the functionality of the building, but would require redesign of the building (at 

additional architectural costs). 

• Once we know the cost of the redesign fee, Council will determine if they can authorize that 

expenditure based on available funds and the authorization at the congregational meeting, or 

whether congregational approval of the expenditure would be required. 

• In either case, the modified design would be presented to the congregation for approval before 

moving forward with the construction project. 

• In-person worship services continue to be at 10 am in the gym, and the recorded services 

continue to be available. Attendance has ranged from 41 to 51 people. Some usage of Room 

213 for in-person meetings has begun. The room can be scheduled through the church office. 

• Contributions year to date are less than 2019, but expenses are also much less. With the 

money from the Paycheck Protection Program and one Future Needs transfer, income and 

expenses are fairly even. 

• Elders are working with the office for an updated church directory.  A decision is still needed 

on how to handle Confirmation for last year’s class, in light of Covid constraints. 

• Custodian Luke Datzman and his wife had a baby girl. Trustees will provide support during 

Luke’s paternity leave. 

• We have not received confirmation of the request, but expect the gym to be used again as a 

voting site for the November election. 

 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

DONATIONS APPRECIATED:   
 

Ruth’s House is in urgent need of the following:  Backpacks, House shoes, Razors, and Paper products 
(plates, cups, utensils). 

 

UCS is in need of hand soap refill (50+ oz sized bottles). 
 

All items may be left at St. Paul’s by ringing the doorbell at the North Entrance and leaving inside on the 
cart.  Thank you! 
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POINSETTIA MEMORIALS  
 & HONORARIUMS 

 
We will be decorating our sanctuary for the holiday season with 
beautiful  poinsettias.  Members and friends of the congregation 

make contributions to our Memorial Flower Fund 
 “In Memory of someone” or “In Honor of someone.”   

The name/names of loved ones will be published in December.   
 

IN MEMORY OF:   (circle one)   ➔   IN HONOR OF:  

Name(s)   

   

   

   

By   

   

Telephone #  
 

Return to the Church Office (with payment) no later than Sunday, November 22nd 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE FORM  
(including any previous year’s information) 

TRUST IN THE PROMISE 
 

In a normal year, this would be the time we are having our stewardship campaign, when we make 

our financial pledges for the coming year.  But there is nothing normal about this year, and in 

light of the recently-completed capital campaign and the current uncertainties with the building 

project and the pastoral search, the Deacons are forgoing the typical campaign, and instead 

asking you to consider how you plan to commit your time, talents, and treasure to the ministries 

and missions of St. Paul’s. 

 

You will soon receive a postcard for you to complete and return.  We’re asking you to consider 

what specific ministries, missions, or other functions you are personally interested in being 

involved in. Rather than asking for a specific pledge amount, we are only asking that you give us 

a general idea of whether you think you are likely to continue at your current giving level, or 

expect it to increase or decrease in 2021.  We know we can trust the promises of God, to be with 

us in all places at all times.  And there is much we can accomplish together, as we decide how we 

are going to respond to God’s presence in our lives. 
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THE GOOD NEWS: 

By being a generous person and 

giving back to others, you are 

showing your thanks to God. 

Show the Lord how grateful you are 

through your good acts for others, 

and then they will do the same. 

Shut-ins & home-bound  
 

The pandemic has proved to be a lonely time for many of our members, 

especially the elderly.  The approaching holidays provide an excellent 

time to let our shut-ins and home-bound members know that their St. 

Paul’s family has not forgotten them.  A copy of our list of shut-ins and 

home-bound members (including their mailing addresses) is available 

from the office.  Please email office@stpaulsuccevansville.org or call 

812.425.1522 to request a copy. 
 

Thank you for caring. 

NOVEMBER 3, 2020 

St. Paul’s will once again be an election site for 

Vanderburgh County.  Please use the gym entrance off 

the alley. 

To Luke & Brittney Datzman on the birth of Isabella Rose on October 16, 2020.  Mother, child (& 

father) are all doing well.  Their address is :  444 S Linwood Ave Evansville, IN 47713  (Luke is our 

church custodian.) 

 

 

Our church office manager, Beth Gregg, has submitted her resignation, effective at the beginning 

of November.  While the Deacons search for a permanent replacement, Jenny Hammer will be 

helping out in the church office.  We thank Beth for her dedicated service to St. Paul's. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

THANK YOU 
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The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Interim Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

812/459.0855 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music 

Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs, Organist 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 

FOR OFFICE ACCESS: 

Contact the office to schedule an appointment. 

Each person is required to wear a face mask. 
 

THE BUILDING REMAINS CLOSED AT THIS TIME.   

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

Earl Smith 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Jami Witty 

 

The family & friends of 

Marjorie Mills-Schmidt 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Ed Albin* 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Janet Bumb 

Carol Burgdorf 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

Sara Butler. 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato 

Katzie Crowley* 

Randy Demarest. 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Kris Effenger 

Bruce Gillette 

Bill Grisham* 

David Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Lisa Huck 

Tom Huck 

Verna Hudson* 

Bernie Hurley 

Joanne Jackson* 

Nicole Jones 

Jordan 

Dave & Connie Jourdan 

Joan Kappler 

Donna King 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Joan Wyble Mayer 

Elna Mattingly 

Corena Maurer* 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Leanna Reece  

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

 2 Evelyn Bernard* 

  Karla Smith 

 3 Bill Thuerbach 

 11 Mason Humphrey 

 12 Diane Folz 

 13 Jeanett Rueger 

 15 Karoll Kolb 

 17 Sharon Hosick 

 19 Hazel Gathercole 

  David Pillow 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members who are  

celebrating a birthday in November. 

 21 Carla Wittenbraker 

  Marla Wittenbraker 

 24 Alan Becker 

 25 Tonette Smith 

 26 Ron Herrenbruck 

 27 Tony Bogan 

  Carl Minton 
*denotes our shut-ins 


