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Messenger 
August 2020 

For many years St. Paul’s has maintained a 5-for-5 status with the Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the 

United Church of Christ.  This indicates that St. Paul’s collects and contributes to OCWM (Our Church’s 

Wider Mission) (supported by St. Paul’s budget), One Great Hour of Sharing (Mar 22), Strengthen the 

Church (May 31), Neighbors in Need (Oct 4), and Christmas Fund (Dec 20).  Due to COVID-19 and our 

the suspension of worship services, collections for several of these have not taken place. 

 

The focus for a special collection for August is ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING.  Donations may be 

submitted with your budget-support offering.  And thank you for your continued support of St. Paul’s 

and the IKC/UCC. 

RAMBLINGS FROM THE REV ~ 

 

You might as well know at the outset of our time together that writing 

opening letters is not my strong suit.  It’s not like I get to introduce myself, 

we have been together a long time now (which I am glad about and 

hope you are too).  Initially the biggest change will be just one leader in 

worship.  There will come a time when we will begin meeting in person 

again and that will be a new experience for all of us. Please call with any 

pastoral issues that may arise now that Pastor Bill has retired, either my 

cell or the church.  Right now I am planning to be here Monday through 

Thursday mornings to early afternoon, lots of follow up Doctor’s 

appointments for Bernie.  I am looking forward to our time together to 

see what wonderful surprises and opportunities God has in store for us. 

Peace, Pastor Mary 
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2020 Council Highlights July 16, 2020 
Church Council held an abbreviated Zoom video meeting, on July 16th, with nine members.  Kim 

Armstrong, along with both pastors were present.   Listed below are highlights of the meeting. 

• With the increasing Covid infection rate in Vanderburgh County, including within the St. 

Paul’s family, Council voted to delay the target date for resuming in-person worship to August 

30th, with the decision to be confirmed at the August Council meeting.  The reopening 

planning committee will continue to prepare. 

• Council confirmed that the church building will remain closed to usage by outside groups.  

Church groups are encouraged to consider meeting in homes or outside if they can do so 

safely. 

• Council approved Pastor Mary’s call agreement for the interim period, beginning in August. 

• Council thanked Pastor Bill for his ministry with us and wished him and Lisa well in their 

retirement. 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

VIRTUAL VBS:  

We decided at the last 

minute to try a virtual VBS 

for pre-school – 5th grade.  

Invitations were posted on 

Social Media and post cards 

were mailed to our children.  

July 27-31 we participated in 

Compassion Camp, an online Vacation Bible 

School curriculum!  Next month, we will share 

how it went.  New adventures are always 

exciting! 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP:  

Since we had to cancel our 

trip to Back Bay Mission, 

the Jr and Sr High 

participated in a virtual 

mission trip called Reach 

Beyond Mission. July 21-

24, the youth were able to 

an online platform to 

watch videos, ask 

important, tough questions, chat with each other, 

and take action. The theme revolved around how 

the world has changed during the pandemic and 

how we can take action to feel our feelings, 

understand other’s feelings, take action against 

racism, and advocate for others.  

If you have not yet checked out the updated web 

pages for children and youth, please do!  Bill 

Barrett and Kim Armstrong have worked 

together to give the pages new life! (Thanks Bill 

B!) 

 

JAM Kids  

The Elementary children have 

a new lesson posted on their 

web page every week where 

they can read a book, watch a 

video, do an activity, and pray. We hope that 

families will participate together before or after 

they worship online. 

 

IMPACT and 180 Degrees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jr. High and Sr. High also have individual 

web pages on the churches’ web site where they 

can watch a video, question the meaning, pray, 

and take action. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

OPEN GYM:  

We will not be opening Open Gym in August.  We will take that time to access how the schools survive 

their re-opening.  It is clear that whatever we decide to do will have to be very different than how we 

have operated in the past.  We are currently discussing and exploring different ways we can serve the 

community and our children.  
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School Supply Project  
Postcards were sent to our Open Gym families to sign up for school supplies. 

The pick up date is now Saturday, August 15th, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. due to the 

postponement of schools starting.  As of July 28th, we have 96 children 

registered  We buy to fulfill each student’s specific list, so cash donations are 

most appreciated.  For more information, please contact Rick or Linda Hobbs.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Our Mission Team met in July and, in addition to allocating our Second 

Quarter OCWM commitment, disbursed local mission monies to House 

of Bread and Peace, the Society of St. Andrew, and our local meal 

missions which continue to offer assistance three days a week along 

with our monthly Neighborhood Brunch. 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 

Lisa and I want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your calls, cards and love 

expressed at a distance upon our departure.  You will be in our thoughts, gifts, and prayers as    

we both transition to a new future with God's guidance and strength.  Love to you all! 

 Peace, Pastor Bill 

 

Bernie and I would like to express lots of appreciation for all the prayers, cards, and calls we have 

received over these past weeks as we were both ill with COVID-19.  Bernie became very ill and 

spent a great deal of time in ICU.  Your continued support during this time certainly uplifted both 

of us.  We also are concerned for you and those you love and we ask that each of you 

remember to wear your mask. 

Peace, Pastor Mary 

 

Dear church family. I’d like to thank you so much all of your thoughts and prayers and notes to 

me and my family.  I have felt all the prayers!  I am so happy to be well now!  

 Blessings to you all, Kim 

 

Dear St. Paul’s UCC~ 

Thank you for your generous donation to SoSa.  Your gift makes this work possible and we are so 

grateful for your partnership and support.  Providing fresh food to food insecure Hoosiers is vital, 

but especially through these days of COVID-10.  We are busy gleaning in the fields as well as 

helping to distribute the farm to family USDA food boxes.  We continue even through the 

pandemic—Thanks to you all!  Prayers to you and the whole community as we all learn to be 

creative and find new ways of being church!   Much love and peace, Dawn 

 Society of St. Andrew 

Dear Hunger Fighters, 

 

As we plan for fall CROP Hunger Walk and adapt to 

changes in these unusual times, we are reminded 

that some things never change. Hunger and all its 

effects on families and communities has and will 

always remain a great need in this world.  

 

The Evansville CROP Hunger Walk is going virtual!  The date is the same—October 24, 2020.  

We have some fun ideas to join together as a community of Hunger Fighters while maintaining 

safe physical distances.  

 

Look for more details about our #virtualCROPwalk in your email inbox and from your 

congregation. Please add the CROP Walk to your calendar for the morning of October 24th. 
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The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Interim Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

812/459.0855 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs, Organist 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to those who are celebrating  

an anniversary of 50 or more years this month.   

May God continue to bless you. 

Charles & Peggy Stephens 

August 1, 1959 

61 years 
 

Gary & Kookie Ruminer 

August 15, 1970 

50 years 

The church office is open Monday thru Thursday. 

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Pastor Mary’s Hours:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

For office access: 

Contact the office to schedule an appointment. 

Each person is required to wear a face mask. 
 

THE BUILDING IS CLOSED.   

 6 Nancy Hile 

 7 Jim Kerns 

 8 Elizabeth Broerman 

 10 Gary Hahn 

 12 Bettye Fritz, Joe Sauter, Nancy 

Schuldt 

 13 Helen Hammer* 

 16 Laura Humphrey 

 19 Janet Bumb, John Deppen 

 20 Lisa Huck 

 21 Jada Moore, Keith Smith 

 23 DJ MacLeod 

  25 Leland Bumb, Pam Buschkill, 

Liam Effinger 

 26 Lason Hayes 

 29 Barbara Datzman, Janine Koehler 

 30 Bruce Herrenbruck 
 

*denotes our shut-ins 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our 

members who are celebrating a birthday in 

August. 

Ed Albin* 

Don Armstrong 

Kim Armstrong 

Betty Barning 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 

Janet Bumb 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato* 

Katzie Crowley* 

Karen Daniel 

Randy Demarest 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Bruce Gillette 

Bill Grisham* 

Gary Hahn 

Helen Hammer* 

David Helfert 

Daryl Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Verna Hudson* 

Bernie Hurley 

Joanne Jackson* 

Joan Kappler 

Emma Kirtman 

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

Earl Smith 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

Jan Thuerbach 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Jami Witty  

 

Our community and world 

struggling in this pandemic 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Bob Kraemer 

Elna Mattingly 

Corena Maurer* 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Josh Merkel 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Leanna Reece  

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

donations  
Giving to your local church anytime and especially during the 

stay-at-home policies of COVID-19 is a good thing.  By giving, 

you show worshipful gratitude with the blessings that God has 

so richly provided.  Plus, it just feels good to give! 
 

Several ways you can continue to give at this time are: 

 Mail your offering check to the church. 

 Sign up for bill pay with your online bank.  This sets up 

a recurring payment according to your preferred 

schedule and amount.  If you have any questions on how 

to do this, contact your bank or the church office. 

 Use PayPal (a link is on the church’s website).  You may 

make your payment with your existing PayPal account 

or use a debit or credit card to make the payment. 

 Drop your payment in the mail slot (located by the 

exterior door next to the church office).  This is 

monitored daily Monday thru Thursday. 
 

We have made arrangements to continue processing a weekly 

deposit at the bank so that our cash flow can continue as 

seamlessly as possible. 


