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16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 

to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood 

up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. 

He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

   Luke 4:16-19 (NRSV) 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As the United States of America observes another Independence Day on July 4th (and our 244th 

Birthday), it’s challenging to celebrate in some ways.  While I note that celebrating anything in the 

midst of this pandemic has been challenging at best, there are other reasons we are pressed to truly 

celebrate.   

 

We live in a harshly divided nation – we are splintered and wounded and afraid.  The pandemic rages 

on. The injustices of our past and present as a nation are painfully in full view.  Let me quickly add 

that the appropriate expressions of social unrest and protest we are witnessing is long overdue in the 

quest for a nation all too often supported and operated on the principles of power and privilege.  It 

worth noting the nation was founded upon the idea that God created human beings to be free.  The 

Declaration of Independence states that people “are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  Maybe the time 

has come at last that we together try to live out those words.  Perhaps a nation initiated and 

established, in part, through the use of violence and subjugation can learn new ways to live together.   

 

We cannot undo our history, but we can make a new history from this day forward.  While this time of 

upheaval is unsettling and frightening, the good news is that it also is a time of promise.  While not 

everyone embraced the words of Jesus in Nazareth long ago, not everyone will understand or agree 

with the urgent moral need to bring change today and that’s okay – we can still love one another as 

best we can and continue to work for the good.   

 

My hope and prayer is that we will not turn back from the unfolding hope of a new and better 

tomorrow for everyone.  We can build bridges of love to help unite this broken nation – one day and 

person at a time.  As blindness is overcome and the oppressed experience a new freedom, perhaps, just 

perhaps, we will begin to see the Year of the Lord’s favor when all is said and done.  To our St. Paul’s 

church family, keep going on the good work we have begun together.  I celebrate you! Keep the faith 

and love one another! 

 

          Peace and Love Always from Lisa and I, 

Pastor Bill 
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2020 Council Highlights June 18, 2020 

Due to Covid-19 precautions, Church Council again met by Zoom video meeting, on June 18th, with 

nine members and both pastors present.   Listed below are highlights of the meeting. 

• Comments from the Building Committee on the final plans have been provided to the 

architect.  After comments are addressed, the plans can then be forwarded to the State 

Building Commission. 

• The Capital Campaign remains on hold, with remaining congregational meetings to be 

rescheduled at a future date.  The committee will meet in the next week to reassess timing. 

• The Council set July 12th (now postponed) as the date St. Paul’s will resume in-person 

worship, with added controls in place.  More details are provided in the separate article on the 

reopening. 

• Council approved a policy for use of the church’s debit card and a revision to the vehicle policy. 

• Work on Pastor Mary’s call agreement for the interim period (after Pastor Bill’s retirement) is 

continuing, as well as plans for a card shower for Pastor Bill’s retirement at the end of July. 

• As in previous months, income was slightly less than expenses. We continue to underspend 

versus the budget.  Future Needs has started to recover somewhat from last month’s low. 

 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

Capital Campaign    

On behalf of the Capital Campaign Committee, I pray that each of you is well and staying safe with 

social distancing and hand washing.  The Corona virus caused us to put our campaign on hold but I 

am excited to tell you that things are back on track and we are moving forward. 

We just want to remind everyone that the circumstances behind the need for this building project have 

not changed.  Recent basement flooding and roof leaks remind us of the need to proceed. 

In the near future, we will be resuming our informational sessions and hope anyone who has not 

previously attended a session will participate.  We will have new deadlines for pledges to be returned 

and will celebrate the culmination of a successful campaign. 

  Capital Campaign Committee 

 Bill Barrett Pam Buschkill Rick Hobbs 

 Linda Hobbs (ex-officio) Dirk Stahl 

Our church building and people June 30, 2020 

• Kim Armstrong has been released from the hospital from her bout with COVID-19.  Please 

keep her and her family members recovering in your prayers, as many of them also tested 

positive.  The Armstrong’s address is 350 E Evergreen Rd, Evansville, IN 47711. 

• Rev. Mary and Bernie Hurley have both tested positive and remain self-quarantined at home.  

Their address is1314 Carousel Ct, Evansville, IN 47715. 

• Pastor Bill and the remainder of the staff, who had been working from the office, are at home 

and have been tested along with several lay leaders.  Pastor Bill and Beth have tested 

negative, while the rest await their results. 

• On Thursday, July 2nd, portions of the building will be professionally sanitized.  This will 

take place from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Do not enter the building during this time.  We are 

acquiring the equipment and product needed to maintain on a weekly basis. 

• Effective June 29, in response to the positive coronavirus test results for some staff, the  

office and building have been closed.  We ask that no one enter the building until 

Thursday, July 9, at which time the office will reopen.  And remind everyone that an 

appointment and mask are required to access the building. 

 

STAY HOME.  STAY SAFE.  GOD LOVES YOU. 

School Supply Project  

With all the uncertainty of the pandemic, one thing is certain:  kids will need 

supplies when school resumes in August.  We are planning to continue our 

school supply project this year.  We buy to fulfill each student’s specific list, so 

cash donations are most appreciated.  For more information, please contact 

Rick or Linda Hobbs.  Thank you for your support. 
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We have copies of the July and August Upper 
Room available.  If you would like to stop by 
and pick one up, please call the office, 
indicate regular or large print and what day 
you will be by.   A copy 
will be left for you at the 
outside entrance next to 
the church office.  Stay 
safe! 

We have individual communion sets 

that you may pick up at the church 

and use at home.  Please call the 

church office and leave a message. 

We shall return your call and set up a 

time for pickup. When you arrive at the 

church, please come to the outside 

entrance next to the church office (on 

Michigan Street), ring the doorbell, and 

you may enter the vestibule. 

Reopening plan for in-person worship  

We appreciate your continued support and virtual participation while we have been apart. We want 

to share with you our current thinking for the first phase in our reopening plan, hoping to protect the 

physical health of our people, while still meeting our spiritual needs for worship and fellowship. While 

we had originally hoped to resume in-person worship in July, recent events have caused the Council 

to target a new date, of August 2nd. 

 

As we prepare for in-person services, these are precautions we are currently planning. 

• The church areas currently in use and those proposed for use will be professionally sanitized, 

and additional equipment and materials are being obtained for routine, ongoing sanitization. 

• To allow thorough cleaning, services will be held in the Gym. 

• We will have one service only, at 10 am. 

• Access will be only to the gym area and adjoining bathrooms, through the north gym 

entrance only.  Doors will open at 9:45 am. 

• We will have signs available to help with directions and precautions. 

• Masks will be available at the entrance and are to be worn at all times in the building. 

• We will take temperatures to assure those attending aren’t exposed to anyone with a fever. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance. 

• Physical contact (hugs, shaking hands) is discouraged. 

• Social distancing (six feet separation) will be maintained in seating, aisles, and the chancel 

area. 

• Children will need to stay with their families during the service. 

• Offering will be collected at the entryway, not by passing the offering plate. 

• No handheld materials (bulletins or Bibles) will be provided. 

• Packaged Communion will be provided for take-home on those Sundays. 

• We will have no congregational singing, and all music will be pre-recorded and projected. 

• Bathroom usage will be limited to one person at a time. 

 

We won’t be able to resume all in-person activities at this time. 

• No Sunday School, no in-house breakfast or coffee, no nursery, no Children Worship and 

Wonder at present.  Carry-out meals will continue on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights. 

• Videotaped services will continue to be available.  Hardcopies are available upon request. 

• Please contact the church office if you want to use the church Zoom account for meetings or 

Bible studies. 

• With the resumption of in-person worship, we will also allow other St. Paul’s groups to begin 

using Room 213 (across from the elevator) and the gym, with masks and social distancing. 

Please contact the church office to reserve the room. 

What can you do? 

• If you are in a high-risk category (over 65 or with significant health issues), we encourage you 

to think seriously about when to return to attending services. 

• If you have a fever or do not feel well, please do not attend.   

• Your mask is for the protection of others, so please comply with mask-wearing requirement, 

even if you do not feel yourself at particular risk. 

• We ask that you restrict any socializing to the parking lot before or after the service, and 

maintain social distancing.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the pastors or Linda Hobbs.  We know we 

all long to return to some kind of “normal”; we are optimistic that these small steps we are taking 

now will help us safely begin to come back together as we continue to Belong and Serve as the 

St. Paul’s family. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

to those who are celebrating an anniversary of 50 or 

more years this month.  May God continue to bless 

Ed & Bettye Fritz 

July 31, 1954 

66 years 

 1 Jayce Jackson 

 4 Nick Broerman 

 5 Shirley Sheets 

 6 Jack Burgdorf, 

Andrew O’Nan 

 10 Nichelle Hetenbach-

Moore, Linda Hobbs 

 12 Diane Brashear 

 13 Jacob Jackson 

 15 Kyle O’Nan 

 18 Kerry Kappler 

Blanford, Beth 

Moreland 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members  

who are having a birthday in July. 

 21 Lisa Conkling, 

Becky Faughn 

 22 Audrey 

Kuhlenschmidt, 

Gerald Schreiber 

 24 Shirley Kolb 

 25 Mildred 

Montgomery, 

Nima Trautvetter 

 26 Joanne Jackson 

 27 Kathy Vonderahe 

 28 Steve Hoffman 
*denotes our shut-ins 

Ed Albin* 

Don Armstrong 

Kim Armstrong 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 

Janet Bumb 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato* 

Katzie Crowley* 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Bruce Gillette 

Tabatha Earle Greenwell 

Bill Grisham* 

Gary Hahn 

Helen Hammer* 

David Helfert 

Daryl Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Verna Hudson* 

Bernie Hurley 

Rev. Mary Hurley 

Lakota IronRope 

Joanne Jackson* 

Joan Kappler 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Corena Maurer* 

Lindsey Mayhall 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Sam Medicis 

Darrell Minor 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Family & friends of Doug 

Daniel 

 

Family & friends of David 

Gregg 

 

Family & friends of Clarence 

“Butch” Hahn 

 

Family & friends of Jon Mott 

 

Family & friends of Deb 

Pack 

 

Our community and world 

struggling in this pandemic 

 

Pray for our divided nation 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Leanna Reece 

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

Jan Thuerbach 

Raymond Topper 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Sara Wassner* 

Jami Witty  

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Cherry Endress celebrates Grandchild No. 3, John 

Richard Wambach, arrived safely in this world on 

Monday, June 8th to Emily & Joe Wambach.  Big sis 

is Ruth. 

 

The child is named after Cherry's late husband John. 

Greetings everyone, what a strange few 

months we have had.  Since Pastor Bill is 

retiring at the end of July and we feel it is 

unsafe to do a retirement party, we will be 

doing a card shower instead. 

 

Please, mail in your cards to church, or drop them in the mail slot in 

the outside door next to the church office.  We want to send Pastor 

Bill & Lisa off as best as we can even with the current pandemic 

limitations. 

 

 

Josh Merkel 

You are invited... 


