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Messenger 
June 2020 

Dear Friends, 

My son, Jon, attends and teaches in one of the largest 

churches in the Midwest and he is much more eclectic and 

informed than I am with current viewpoints, resources and 

wisdom for leadership.  We have all been stressed and 

distressed by this pandemic and the resulting upheavals.  I 

have been longing for words of context and guidance as a  

pastor.  Jon shared with me a podcast by Carey Nieuwhof under the query, “Are churches behaving 

like malls in the age of Amazon?”  I must admit I was intrigued, and now I am convicted, by 

Nieuwhof’s words of wisdom.  Among other major points he shared: 

 

• To pretend that the only valuable relationships happen in person is to resist both everything 

that’s happened in the last decade and everything that’s going to happen in the future. 

• Please call people who don’t have full internet access, or, as things open up, reach out to them 

personally in safe ways.  But—don’t miss this—everyone you want to reach is online.  The 

younger the demographic, the more true that is. 

• And as much as it’s easy to focus on loss, take a moment to focus on what you’ve learned, how 

you’ve grown and what you’ve gained.  Crisis doesn’t create failure, it accelerates it.  Crisis 

doesn’t create momentum, it accelerates the momentum that was already there. 

• The pivots you’ve made in the last two months aren’t really innovation yet.  They’re simply a 

response to externally-imposed change.  Sure, you’ve done some new things.  Everyone has.  

But the real innovation curve is just about to get started.  When you get some time to reflect, 

think, respond, pray, imagine and dream, that’s when the real future will open up. 

• It’s not a question of whether church should be physical or digital, or whether digital is just a 

band-aid to get you back into your building.  The future is both digital and physical. 

 

Nieuwhof also posited that this pandemic and the resulting physical distancing is not an interruption 

but a disruption of our lives and ways of being.  For us, as a faith community, that means that life will 

never be the same – that we will not “go back to normal.”  We have to find a new normal and way of 

living out our calling and mission as a congregation.  We do not know what the future holds but we do 

know Who holds the future.  And we see glimpses of the new “normal” for our church with increased 

food missions, a much more frequent digital format for worship and meetings, an increased presence 

because of our virtual presence, and more flexibility for our members and friends in terms of their 

participation levels and preferred styles and time to connect.  As we seek to re-open this summer, 

there is a lot to do to get ready.  We have all been changed.  The church has been changed as well.  As 

we cope, plan, and pray, may we lean upon and draw strength and peace from the One who never 

changes.  To God be the glory! 

Pastor Bill 

On Sunday, May 31, we will celebrate Pentecost and the Birthday of the Church.  We can 

celebrate the Spirit even though we are separated!  Our custom is to wear something red to 

church.  I invite you to do so at home and post a selfie of yourself in the comments below our 

worship video Sunday morning. 

Next Sunday, June 7, we will share Holy Communion in our online worship.  Before the service 

you will want to prepare with any kind of bread and beverage of your choice.  Perhaps you 

want to put everything on a lovely cloth or fabric that reminds you of a special time or person.  

Perhaps light a candle or place a flower or the photograph of someone you wish to bring into 

the circle of faith beside the bread and the cup. 

Thank you to Maren Tirabassi for sharing these ideas on communion and for your preparation 

and participation. 
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IKC SPRING CONNECTION 

YOUTH RETREAT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Virtual Spring Connection went well. We had 19 

people attend. The games and the lessons were 

fun and everyone participated.  

 

MEROM SUMMER CAMPS  

Summer camp 

has officially 

been cancelled 

for this 

summer.  The 

Faith Journey’s 

camp is currently working on a possible E-camp 

for our youth. 

 

YOUNG AMBASSADORS 

The Young Ambassador’s trip to Germany this 

summer has been postponed to July 2021.  All of 

the participants have agreed that they are able 

and willing to go next summer. 

 

OPEN GYM/OUTREACH 

We have delivered food to 6 families from our 

Open Gym Ministry.  We gave each family enough 

food to have at least 7 nutritious dinners.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kim Armstrong 

YOUTH (6TH-12TH GRADES) 

LOCAL MISSIONS  

We are still serving breakfast at UCS every 4th 

Saturday of the month, and we have started 

taking soup over in the middle of the week, for 

the last 3 weeks.  I have not asked our youth to 

participate yet.  Once we feel it is safe for them, 

we will ask them to join.  We just didn’t want the 

service to stop during this difficult time. 

 

MISSION TRIP 

I have officially cancelled the Summer Mission 

Trip to Back Bay Mission.  We had received 

several generous donations from individuals and 

church groups outside of St. Paul’s for our trip 

specifically because we would be working at Back 

Bay Mission.  I have assured these individuals 

and church groups that we will send their 

donations to Back Bay in lieu of our trip.  We will 

also send a portion of our general mission trip 

funds to Back Bay.  We will save a portion as 

seed money for next summer. 

 

FELLOWSHIP  

Our youth and children have been receiving 

mailings every week paired with videos on 

Facebook for the younger children and Facebook 

Live sessions for the older youth.  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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Ed Albin* 

Don Armstrong 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 

Janet Bumb 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato* 

Katzie Crowley* 

Doug Daniel* 

Jeff Todd Dedmond  

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Travis Fleener 

Bruce Gillette 

Tabatha Earle Greenwell 

Bill Grisham* 

Clarence “Butch” Hahn 

Gary Hahn 

Helen Hammer* 

David Helfert 

Daryl Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Verna Hudson* 

Joanne Jackson* 

Mary Rita Jourdan 

Joan Kappler 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Corena Maurer* 

Lindsey Mayhall 

Raymond Topper 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Sara Wassner* 

Donna Will 

Jami Witty  

 

The family and friends of 

Susan Woosley on the 

death of her brother-in-

law, Lowell Woosley 

 

Our community and world 

struggling in this 

pandemic 

 

Pray for our divided 

nation 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Bernice McReynolds* 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Adam Peterson 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Charlie Rice 

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

Jan Thuerbach 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

Savannah Barnes graduated from Reitz High school and will be going to USI in the Spring or Fall of 2021.  

If you would like to send a card, Savannah’s address is 1 E. Main Street, Newburgh, IN 47630. 

 

Jersey Brown graduated from Reitz High School and will attend Ivy Tech in the Fall of 2020.   

If you would like to send a card, Jersey’s address is 422 Garfield Ave Unit 115, Evansville, IN 47710. 

 

Baylee Lynn graduated from Reitz High School and will be going to Ivy Tech in the Fall of 2020 to study 

Paramedic Science.  If you would like to send a card, Baylee’s address is 4027 Kleitz Rd., Evansville, IN 

47720. 

 

Destiny Whitaker graduated from the Academy of Innovative Studies and will attend USI in the Fall of 2020 

to study Spanish and Literature.  If you would like to send a card, Destiny’s address is 2818 S. Alvord 

Blvd., Evansville, IN 47714. 
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2020 Council Highlights May 21, 2020 

Due to Covid19 precautions, Church Council again met by Zoom video meeting, on May 21st, with 

twelve members, both pastors, and Kim Armstrong present.  Listed below are highlights of the 

meeting. 

• The Building Committee has received the final plans for review and are providing comments.  

After comments are addressed, the plans can then be forwarded to the State Building 

Commission. 

• The Capital Campaign remains on hold, with remaining congregational meetings to be 

rescheduled at a future date.  The committee will meet soon to reassess timing. 

• Based on feedback from the congregation, the Council set July 12th as the date St. Paul’s will 

resume in-person worship, with added controls in place.  Infection levels in the community will 

be reevaluated at the June meeting to confirm the reopening plan.  More details will be 

forwarded to the congregation as the plans are finalized. 

• Other items related to the Covid19 pandemic were discussed: 

 Weekly worship services and Children Worship and Wonder stories will continue to be 

posted online, thanks to staff and Bill Barrett, videographer. 

 Written summaries of the service are being provided upon request to members who do not 

have access to the electronic version. 

 Council will allow use of the gym only as a polling location for the June primary election. 

 No other groups will resume use of the building until after in-person worship services 

resume. 

 St. Paul’s received PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) funds to help support payroll needs 

during this period. 

• Council is beginning to work on Pastor Mary’s call agreement for the interim period (after 

Pastor Bill’s retirement), as well as plans for Pastor Bill’s retirement celebration. 

• For the year to date, with the transfer from Future Needs to meet budget shortfall, income was 

slightly less than expenses (before the PPP funds were received).  We are underspending versus 

the budget.  With the transfer to budget funds and market condition, undesignated Future 

Needs balance is just below $200,000. 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

 
Church Vision Summit 
February 22-23, 2020 

To Belong and Serve 

At our visioning summit in February, we focused on six goals toward our mission: “We celebrate God by welcoming, accepting, 
and serving.”  With so many other urgent issues to be addressed, the Strategic Team has selected two game plans toward these 
goals to start. 

• Communication and Promotion Game Plan 

 Healthy marketing and communication habits are necessary for supporting most of our goals.  This is particularly 
true for the goal to have 100+ participants at each worship service and for a thriving young adult ministry. (This 
game plan will be in coordination with our Marketing Committee.) 

• 2023 Goal: We have 15 active groups/Bible studies/Sunday school classes that meet regularly. 

 2021 Benchmark: We have surveyed the congregation for special interests around which we could form small 
groups. We have identified materials or media for creating special interest and support groups. 

 Game  Plan calls for a team of 3 to 4 leaders begin the survey process and identify others who would be interested 
in leading or participating in the special interest and support groups. 

If either of these game plans speaks to your interests or for more information, please contact a member of the Strategic Team 
(Cherry Endress, Kasey Gathercole, Linda Hobbs, Natalie Renner, and Don Schuldt). 
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donations  
Giving to your local church anytime and 

especially during the stay-at-home policies 

of COVID-19 is a good thing.  By giving, you 

show worshipful gratitude with the 

blessings that God has so richly provided.  

Plus, it just feels good to give! 

 

Several ways you can continue to give at 

this time are: 

 Mail your offering check to the church. 

 Sign up for bill pay with your online 

bank.  This sets up a recurring 

payment according to your preferred 

schedule and amount.  If you have any 

questions on how to do this, contact 

your bank or the church office. 

 Use PayPal (a link is on the church’s 

website).  You may make your 

payment with your existing PayPal 

account or use a debit or credit card to 

make the payment. 

 Drop your payment in the mail slot 

(located by the exterior door next to 

the church office).  This is monitored 

daily Monday thru Thursday. 

 

We have made arrangements to continue 

processing a weekly deposit at the bank so 

that our cash flow can continue as 

seamlessly as possible. 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Dr. Bill Wassner, Senior Pastor 

wwassner@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

574/250.2205 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Associate Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

812/459.0855 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs & Lisa Wassner, Organists 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Stacey Henderson, Nursery Supervision 

shenderson01@yahoo.com 
 

Levi Odom, Multimedia Technician 

llaodom@gmail.com 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

to those who are celebrating an anniversary of 50 or more years 

this month.  May God continue to bless you. 

Robert & Shirley Sheets June 20, 1954 66 years 
 

Robert & Joan Koch June 21, 1958 62 years 
 

Gerald & Phyllis Schreiber June 29, 1958 62 years 
 

Earl & Ruth Smith June 29, 1969 51 years 

 1 Joan Hoffman 

 5 Erlene Dreier 

 8 Kristie Kirsch 

 10 Kerri Harp-Lewis 

 11 Larry Murphy 

 13 Kim Armstrong 

 15 Kasey Gathercole, Lisa 

Wassner 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members  

who are having a birthday in June. 

 19 Beverly Keerl, George 

Murphy 

 21 Willa Carl 

 25 Cherry Endress 

 27 Edward Albin 

 28 Debbie Kerns 

 29 Theresa Bogan 
*denotes our shut-ins 

We have individual communion sets that you may pick 

up at the church and 

use at home for Sunday, 

June 7.   

Please come to the 

outside entrance next to 

the church office 

(Michigan Street), ring 

the doorbell, and you 

may enter the vestibule.  

Hours for pick-up are 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

STEPS TO REOPENING 

Effective June 1, 2020, 

the church offices will 

be staffed from 8:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Monday thru 

Thursday.  If you need 

to meet with a staff 

member, we ask that 

you make an 

appointment and wear a mask.   

The building will remain closed.  Other than the 

June 2nd election, no other groups will be 

allowed to use the building at this time. 

As always, if your phone call is not answered, 

leave a message and someone will return your 

call by the end of the next day of business. 

We look forward to when we can meet again.  

Until then, stay safe and stay tuned. 


