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Messenger 
May 2020 

Dear Friends, 

I so missed being in church with you all on Easter Sunday.  I love 

the sights and smells of Easter and the sanctuary adorned with 

lilies.  Of course, I grieve when the blossoms die on the plants.  

Among other things, for me, the wilted blooms are a visible 

reminder that the “high point” of the church calendar year is 

over, and we are headed back to “ordinary time.”  What were the 

church leaders thinking centuries ago when they scheduled most 

of the high holy days and celebrations into some four months of the year?  We are all in the midst of 

changing seasons and challenge in this time of pandemic that has been anything but “ordinary” but 

the message of Easter is that the blooms will return and God’s love reigns.  I came across a beautiful 

prayer to share with you by Rev. David Long-Higgins, Transitional Conference Minister, Heartland 

Conference UCC: 

 

 

An Easter Prayer for When the Flower Fades 

 

Holy Love, 

Like the beautiful blossom 

Of the lily, 

The joy of Easter 

Seems to fade 

So quickly. 

 

Its brilliance buried 

By the withering words 

Of a daily digest of 

News and noise 

That seems 

Not to care 

That you have 

Reordered the world. 

 

The wonder of 

A world made new 

Seems crushed by 

The urgency which 

Viruses and vitriol 

Would voice as 

The daily ritual 

of remembrance. 

 

Pastor Bill 

How easy, O Holy One, 

To re-enter the tombs 

Of our own making 

And those rooms 

Fashioned by our fear 

And our fatigue. 

 

So grant us the gift 

Of noticing 

That which lies 

Just beyond 

The fading flower 

Of every yesterday - 

 

Re-fashion our focus 

On Your surging strength, 

Your promised power, 

Yearning to take 

Center stage 

In our lives. 

 

Like the unopened bud 

That awaits the beckoning 

Power of the sun, 

Open our hearts 

To your Holy Spirit 

Already around 

and within us, 

 

That we may be 

Readied, renewed and 

Blossomed into the beauty 

For which you have created us 

In Christ, all along. 

 

Yes, Holy One, 

Renew us 

And your whole creation. 

That we may be signs 

Of your resurrection love 

In word and work 

Throughout the world. 

 

Let it be so, 

Let it be so. 

Amen. 

As you may know, we are continuing to do Sunday breakfasts as a mission, and have added a 

Wednesday supper.  Those meals are on a take-out only basis and distributed in the parking lot.   

It has come to our attention that United Caring Services (UCS) is needing help with hot meals,     

so we are adding a third meal every week on Thursday nights.  We need donations to support 

these missions.  If you wish to make a financial contribution, please mark your checks for the 

Breakfast Club.  For food donations (eggs, biscuits, meats, canned or frozen vegetables) a cart 

will be inside the gym door for your drop-offs Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 9 to noon.  

We appreciate your support and want to give a big thanks to the dedicated volunteers who 

have been preparing and serving the needy on our behalf during this time. 
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Ed Albin* 

Don Armstrong 

Betty Barning 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 

Janet Bumb 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato* 

Katzie Crowley* 

Doug Daniel* 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Travis Fleener 

Bruce Gillette 

Tabatha Earle Greenwell 

Bill Grisham* 

Clarence “Butch” Hahn 

Gary Hahn 

Helen Hammer* 

David Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Lisa Huck 

Verna Hudson* 

Litsa IronRope 

Joanne Jackson* 

Mary Rita Jourdan 

Joan Kappler 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Corena Maurer* 

Raymond Topper 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Friends & Family of 

Austin Wassner 

Sara Wassner* 

Kathy Waters 

Donna Will 

Jami Witty  

Lowell Woosley 

 

The victims of the terrible 

storms in our nation 

Our community and world 

struggling in this 

pandemic 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Lindsey Mayhall 

Bernice McReynolds 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Adam Peterson 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Charlie Rice 

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

Franka Siscel 

David Smart 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

YOUNG AMBASSADORS NEWS 

The Young Ambassadors met 

in April with their leaders and parents. 

The German and American leaders are in 

constant communication as recommendations, 

restrictions, and expectations change from week 

to week.  Of course, safety is of the utmost 

importance.  The trip has not yet been cancelled.  

They are going with the wait-and-see approach.  

Decisions will have to be made by the first week 

of May according to hotel contracts and airline 

tickets.  If they must cancel, the group will most 

likely postpone the trip to July 2021.  If it is 

deemed safe to travel, they will go this July, but 

with great precaution and changes to their 

original plans to protect all involved. 

 

OPEN GYM/OUTREACH 

Our ministry continues even if we can’t have the 

children coming to church!  Our kids have been 

receiving crafts and activities to do at home!  Our 

next mission is to put together care packages of 

food items.  If you would like to contribute to that 

mission, please contact Kim at 812-454-5638. 

MISSION TRIP 

I have emailed the volunteer coordinator at Back 

Bay Mission to see if they have already cancelled 

the mission trips for the summer.  Our group is 

supposed to go July 12-18.  However, I have not 

heard an answer yet as to their cancellations.  I 

do know they are still operating their services to 

the homeless population. 

 

YOUTH GROUP FROM A DISTANCE 

We started off trying to have 3 Zoom meetings a 

week for the youth.  We will now try to move to 

Facebook Live Events and see if more of our 

youth can access that platform easier.  On the 

first week of April, every child/youth received a 

care package with fun things to keep them busy.  

The second week they received Lenten packets 

with activities, readings, and prayer to do at 

home with their families.  The third week 

everyone received their Sunday School papers in 

the mail with a Sunday School video posted on 

our Facebook page.  I am excited to see what May 

has in store for us as a youth group.  There are 

many ways for us to connect even if we can not be 

together! 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

MEROM SUMMER CAMPS  

As of now, summer camps have not been cancelled.  Of course, it is a fluid 

situation.  If June comes and we are not safe to meet, they will postpone 

and juggle around the camps on later dates, if possible.  If it does become 

safe to meet, the camp directors will put in place recommended safety 

precautions according to the CDC. 
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At this time the building and the office remain closed.  Until further notice, all 

corporate worship and meetings are cancelled.  Worship services will be virtual on 

Sunday mornings via a YouTube link on our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/

groups/226854167330114/3 and our website at: www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

 

If you have an emergency, please contact the office or one of the Pastors: 

Pastor Bill (574) 250-2205 Pastor Mary (812) 459-0855 

2020 Council Highlights April 16, 2020 

Due to Covid19 restrictions, Church Council met by Zoom video meeting on April 16th, with thirteen 

members, both pastors, and Kim Armstrong present.   Listed below are highlights of the meeting: 

• St. Paul’s has paid the outstanding invoice for the architectural services for the new building, 

which covers all remaining architectural services.  As soon as the final topographical survey is 

provided to Gary Thomas, the Building Committee expects to receive the plans for review and 

the plans can then be forwarded to the State Building Commission. 

• Due to Covid19 restrictions, the Capital Campaign has been extended, with remaining 

congregational meetings to be rescheduled at a future date.  The committee will meet in early 

May to reassess timing, but the pledge period start will be delayed from May 2020.  Pledges 

currently exceed $500,000. 

• Council accepted Ryan Ottilie’s tacet resignation from the Church Council. 

• No Council meeting was held in March.  Therefore, the annual meeting of the Foundation 

occurred at the April Council meeting, as led by outgoing Foundation Board President Bill 

Barrett.  Council approved the following Foundation board members: Louis Buschkill, Tom 

Peterson, Rick Hobbs, Linda Koch, and Kim Merkel. 

• St. Paul’s has a number of ongoing activities in response to the Covid19 pandemic: 

 Weekly worship services are posted online, thanks to staff and Bill Barrett, videographer. 

 Kim Armstrong has ongoing Zoom meetings and outreach activities for the youth. 

 Our food ministry continues on a carry-out only basis, with weekly Sunday morning 

breakfast and Wednesday evening supper, as well as the end of the month Saturday brunch.  

Volunteer and participant response has been very good. 

 Cynthia Nendel, Head Elder, has organized a telephone contact tree to assure that all 

members are informed of important church information and kept in touch.  A large group of 

callers have been in touch with members on several occasions, and will continue through the 

pandemic restrictions. 

 St. Paul’s has a Zoom account which is available for use for meetings, classes and small 

groups.  Anyone interested in meeting via the church’s Zoom account can contact the church 

office or Levi Odom for assistance. 

• Rev, Dr. Monica Ouellette, Minister for Search, Call and Congregational Transitions, Indiana 

Kentucky Conference of the UCC, met with Council to provide resources as we begin to consider 

how to address the change in pastoral leadership with Pastor Bill’s announced retirement at the 

end of July.   

• Deacons reported that St. Paul’s applied for funds under the PPP (Paycheck Protection 

Program), but funds were exhausted before our application was granted.  For the year to date, 

we are approximately $24,000 unfavorable for expenses versus income.  Money will be 

transferred from Future Needs to meet budget shortfall, as approved at the annual meeting.  

Due to payment of the architect’s fees and downturn in the market, Future Needs balance is 

below $300,000. 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 
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Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Contact Groups   
Dear Members, 

Now that we have a Communication Tree set up, you are hopefully getting a phone call from one of our 

Call Group team members to see how you are doing and keep you up-to-date on any important 

information.  We would like to make sure we have all contact info current to keep you informed as we 

move forward.  Please mark below the best way to reach you, and any changes, and respond by calling, 

emailing, or mailing to the church office at: office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Thank you for helping us and for hanging together with us during this time of physical distancing. 

 

Cynthia Nendel 

Head Elder 

cynnendel@gmail.com  

 

Home Phone #  

Cell Phone #  

Email address  

 

PREFERRED METHOD OF CONTACT (check 1): 

   Call home # 

   Call cell # 

   Text cell # 

   Email 

 
Don’t forget to check us out on St. Paul’s 

website: www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Facebook page:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/226854167330114/   

 

As a reminder a weekly e-nnouncement and devotion, as well as a link to our Sunday service, is sent out 

every week to our email list.  If you wish to be added to our email list, please contact the office at 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org or by calling 812.425.1522. 

 

We appreciate your faithfulness reflected by the continued donations during this time.  The best 

methods to get your offering to us are: 

 Mail donation check to the church. 

 Sign up for bill pay with your online bank.  This sets up a recurring payment according to 

your preferred schedule and amount.  If you have any questions on how to do this, 

contact your bank or the church office. 

 Use PayPal (a link is on the church’s website).  You may make your payment with your 

existing PayPal account or use a debit or credit card to make the payment. 

 Drop your payment in the mail slot (located by the exterior door next to the church 

office).  This is monitored daily Monday thru Thursday. 

 5 Harlan Batteiger, Natalie Renner 

 9 Phyllis Schreiber 

 10 Rusty Yeager, Robert Knapp 

 11 Tracey Kolb 

 13 Bob Koch, Sr. 

 15 Darlene Dycus 

 16 Jim Montgomery, Dee McDonald 

 18 Scott Hettenbach 

 19 Derek Faughn 

 21 Sue Bigge, Jeff Ludwig 

 22 Terri Sauter 

 25 Fred Huck 

 26 Barbara Woodson 

 28 Joyce Vaught 

 29 Earl Smith 

 30 Jerry McMillen 
*denotes our shut-ins 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members  

who are having a birthday in May. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

to those who are celebrating an 

anniversary of 50 or more years  

this month.   

May God continue to bless you. 

Robert & Willa Carl 

May 10, 1969 

51 years 

Karoll & Shirley Kolb 

May 17, 1958 

62 years 
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