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Messenger 
April 2020 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Family, 

 In to protect our members and the wider 

community, to be supportive of our medical providers, 

and to comply with the both the CDC and Indiana-

Kentucky Conference UCC recommendations and 

mandates from Indiana Governor Holcomb to minimize 

the spread of the virus, we have extended the suspension 

of church services and meetings for the foreseeable 

future.  We will keep you posted when we can resume in 

safety.  This nightmare will end.  In the meantime, we 

are doing our best to be the church – the body of Christ.  I 

am proud of the continued efforts of our staff and lay 

leaders. 

 If you have access to the internet and social media, I encourage you to follow my 

messages on our Facebook page and devotional materials I may post.  I will be doing a weekly 

video update and our worship services will be posted every Sunday morning via YouTube on 

our Facebook page, our website, and the link emailed to our newsletter list as well. 

 Even though we cannot physically gather, we need still “meet” to coordinate our 

ministries and missions and stay connected and in touch with others.  The church now has a 

Zoom account in order to be able to hold on-line meetings if necessary and to facilitate face-to-

face relationships “at a distance.”  We have sent links to informational videos out to leaders to 

help instruct and get us all up-to-speed with this technology.   

 We are also working on a communication tree for the congregation (see page 3).  This 

will allow us to get information out across the congregation, and to make sure our most 

vulnerable members and friends are safe and supplied with necessities.  If you would be 

willing to call a few other people on a regular basis, or do not get a call on April 5th, please 

contact Cynthia Nendel or me. 

 We will continue to provide our food ministry on a carry-out only basis as possible.  The 

current schedule is Sunday morning breakfast, 9:15 – 10:30 am, and Wednesday evening 

supper, 4:00 – 6:00 pm, as well as the Brunch on last Saturday of the month, 10 am to noon.  

We could continue to use your help with monetary and food donations and kitchen assistance, 

if you are able.  Please contact Rick or Linda Hobbs or the church office for information. 

 In terms of your pledges and offerings, please mail them in or use the links on our 

website (see page 5).  Your continued support is both necessary and appreciated. 

 Though we all are trying our best to “shelter in place,” if you need anything, do not 

hesitate to contact the office or call one of the Pastors on our cell phones.  We have remote 

access to emails and now to our voicemail messages through our new phone system. 

 

Keep the faith and don’t lose hope! 

Easter IS Coming! 

Pastor Bill 
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offering free internet to school 

age households.  We will be 

researching that offer and get back to you,     

if you need it. 

 

When:   

April 24 - We will start Friday night at 7 pm 

EDT/6 pm CDT with icebreakers and discussions.  

We will close Friday with Vespers at 9 pm EDT/8 

pm CDT. 

 

April 25 - We will start Saturday with "breakfast" 

at 10 am EDT/9 am CDT.  We will have 2 lessons, 

a virtual lunch, an outdoor meditation, a service 

project, a virtual dinner, and we will close with 

Worship at 8:30 pm EDT/7:30 pm CDT. 

 

Fees:  

In order to still support Merom in these uncertain 

times, we will charge a $25 fee per person for the 

online retreat, and give 100% of the fees to Merom.  

The normal retreat fee is $95.  If you are able, or if 

your church is able, we would encourage you to 

donate the remainder of the normal fee ($70/

person) to Merom.  We can't stress enough the 

importance of supporting Merom during this 

difficult time.  Their bills keep coming in, even 

when no one is there.  We love Merom, and want 

them to be around for generations to come. 

 

How:  

In the coming weeks, registration will open up on 

the IKC website as usual.  Once you register, you 

will receive an invitation to Zoom via email.  The 

email will have the link necessary to connect to the 

retreat.  Once you have the link, just wait for our 

gathering time and link in. 

 

Deadline:  

You can register all the way up to April 24th! 

 

NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT:  

The National Youth Event that was planned to take 

place at Purdue on July 22-25, 2020 has been 

postponed.  The official statement has not yet been 

released, but I heard that the plan is to postpone the 

event to 2022. 

 

YOUNG AMBASSADORS:  

The latest message I heard from the leaders of the 

Young Ambassadors is that they will wait and see 

what information is released in coming weeks.  Their 

travel is 4 months away and no one knows what could 

happen in this very fluid time.  Of course, their 

highest concern is the safety and health of those 

involved, and they will keep us up to date as the 

planning evolves. 

 

OPEN GYM:  

Of course, we are unable to hold Open Gym; however, 

I have dedicated myself to making care packages for 

our children who are “regulars” to Open Gym.  Don 

and I made deliveries this past Saturday and Sunday.  

Since it is looking like (at the time I type this), that we 

may not be able to personally deliver, I may result in 

sending them small things to keep them busy through 

the mail.  My hope is to maintain contact and 

relationships while we cannot see each other in 

person. 

PERSONAL NOTE:  

Dear Church Family, 

My family and I just want to express our deep 

gratitude for the love, prayers, and generosity you 

showed us through the difficult time of losing my 

father.  My family felt your care and spiritual 

support.  

Much Love and Blessings to you, 

Kim, Don, Lakota, Litsa, and Julian 

 

YOUTH (6-12TH GRADE) 

Thank You! The youth group extends their gratitude 

for our congregation’s support in attending the 

Spaghetti Dinner in February and for donating food 

items and money for our Winter Retreat! 

 

SR. HIGH YOUTH WINTER RETREAT: 

Our Winter Retreat at Temple Hill was a wonderful 

success!  Our topic revolved around relationships 

ranging from friends, God, church, school, and 

significant others.  I have said this before, but it bears 

repeating:  Our teenagers are listening, learning, and 

thinking deeply about our community, our religion, 

and our family at St. Paul’s.  I am humbled by their 

astute observations and visions.  We hope to find 

ways to deliver their messages to our church family in 

creative ways…especially during this time of 

isolation.  Prayers for all of us as we navigate this 

surreal time in all of our lives! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IKC SPRING CONNECTION YOUTH RETREAT:  

What will we do?  In a time of social distancing, when 

we are unable to be physically together at Merom, we 

have decided that it is still important to meet.  This 

year's Spring Connection will still happen...online!  

We will use Zoom, an online format where we can see 

each other and even break into small groups for 

discussion.  Zoom is free and you don't have to 

download any software.  Also, if your home does not 

have internet, we have learned that Spectrum is 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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Contact Groups   

Hello Everyone, 

Pastor Bill and I have talked about setting up a CONTACT GROUPS so that we can check on 

people during this stay at home time, inform people if necessary of important information, and just 

keep in touch. 

 

I would like to let you know that a team of people was established over the past weekend to be 

the CONTACT GROUPS for that purpose.  As I talked to the group, we tried to visualize who we 

usually see in both services on Sundays and make sure each household was on a list.  I’m sure we 

have not thought of a few, so we will probably need another caller as we move forward. 

 

My goal was to not make this too much for any one person and to have people contacting 

people they know so they can feel comfortable on both ends talking and keeping our family feel 

like we are still a family.  We encourage contact be made via email or phone call, whichever is 

the best method for each individual being contacted. 

 

On April 5th we are just going to check in and let everyone know that we are their CONTACT 

GROUPS person so if something comes up they know we will let them know.  If you do not hear 

from someone on the 5th, please contact me and I will make sure you are included on a list. 

 

The CONTACT GROUPS are the following people for now: 

 Cynthia Nendel:  Triple T Class, John Deppen, Josh Merkel 

 Shannon Jackson:  Triangle Class 

 Earl and Ruth Smith:  His Body Builders Class 

 Carla Wittenbraker:  the Bell Choir 

 Margaret Clem and Pat Wittenbraker:  the Ladies’ Aid Group 

 Karla Smith:  some of the people from Second Service that don’t go to Sunday School 

 Kathy Vonderahe:  some members from First Service that don’t go to Sunday School 

 Debbie Kerns:  a few members that don’t do Sunday School 

 Cherry Endress:  a few members that don’t do Sunday School 

 Katie Maurer:  Traditional and Discovery music persons 

 Pastor Bill:  all staff 

 Kim Armstrong:  Open Gym and Youth 

 

Let me know if you have any questions or want to help call a household.   

 Stay healthy.   

  Keep in touch. 

   Be kind (because we are all tired of being confined). 

Cynthia Nendel 

Head Elder 

 1 Carolyn Barron 

 2 Robert Dreier, Nick Gathercole 

 3 Katie Maurer 

 7 Deanna Marshall 

 10 Terri Herrenbruck 

 12 Robert Kraemer 

 14 Litsa IronRope-Pohlers, Tammy Reutter 

 19 Marjorie Mills-Schmidt 

 21 Joan Koch, Robert Koehler 

 23 Theresa Herrenbruck 

 24 Carey Broerman 

 25 Terri Carl, Marylee Murphy 

 29 Larry Vonderahe 
*denotes our shut-ins 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members  

who are having a birthday in April. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to those 

who are celebrating an anniversary  

of 50 or more years this month.   

May God continue to bless you. 

Don & Mary Rita Jourdan 

April 11, 1953 

67 years 

Bill & Jan Thuerbach 

April 15, 1956 

64 years 

Bob & Erlene Dreier 

April 28, 1956 

64 years 
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Ed Albin* 

Don Armstrong 

Betty Barning 

Harlan Batteiger 

Orion Bays 

Dave & Billie Bergman 

Evelyn Bernard* 

Jeanne Brame* 

Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 

Janet Bumb 

Diane Burkhart* 

Louis Buschkill 

David Carl 

Judy Carr 

Darrell Cato* 

Katzie Crowley* 

Doug Daniel* 

Bob Dreier 

Erlene Dreier 

Travis Fleener 

Alyssa Futrell 

Bruce Gillette 

Tabatha Earle Greenwell 

Bill Grisham* 

Clarence “Butch” Hahn 

Gary Hahn 

Helen Hammer* 

David Helfert 

Gayle Hochstetler 

Lisa Huck 

Verna Hudson* 

Litsa IronRope 

Joanne Jackson* 

Mary Rita Jourdan 

Joan Kappler 

Marilyn Smith* 

Peggy Stephens 

Raymond Topper 

Nima Trautvetter* 

Austin Wassner 

Sara Wassner* 

Kathy Waters 

Donna Will 

Jami Witty  

Lowell Woosley 

 

*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Emma Kirtman 

Bob Kraemer 

Corena Maurer* 

Lindsey Mayhall 

Bernice McReynolds 

Eileen Moore 

Kim Morrison 

Marylee Murphy* 

Karen Norman 

Adam Peterson 

Susan Raber* 

Marie Rayoum* 

Jeanett Rueger* 

Danielle Russler 

Jerry Schreiber 

Bob Sheets 

Shirley Sheets 

David Smart 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

- The family and friends of Don Lindenberg, who died on March 22, 2020. 

Thank You   

St. Paul’s Family 

Thank you sincerely for sharing our sorrow.  Your thoughtfulness is appreciated and will always be 

remembered.  Your love, care, & generosity have eased our hearts during our difficult time. 

Love & Blessings, 

Kim, Don, & Family (Armstrong) 

Congratulations   

Wilson Munro Endress, born on March 18, 2020, to Christopher & Samantha Endress.  Grandmother:  

Cherry Endress. 

St. Paul's Youth Sunday School  

St Paul’s United Church of Christ is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

 Apr 5, 2020 12:00 PM Apr 12, 2020  12:00 PM 

 Apr 19, 2020  12:00 PM Apr 26, 2020  12:00 PM 

 May 3, 2020  12:00 PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/542889434 

 

 

St. Paul's Youth    

St Paul’s United Church of Christ is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

 Apr 2, 2020  12:00 PM Apr 7, 2020  12:00 PM 

 Apr 9, 2020  12:00 PM Apr 14, 2020  12:00 PM 

 Apr 16, 2020  12:00 PM Apr 21, 2020  12:00 PM 

 Apr 23, 2020  12:00 PM Apr 28, 2020  12:00 PM 

 Apr 30, 2020  12:00 PM May 5, 2020  12:00 PM 

 May 7, 2020  12:00 PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/546111084 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Dr. Bill Wassner, Senior Pastor 

wwassner@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Associate Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs & Lisa Wassner, Organists 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Stacey Henderson, Nursery Supervision 

shenderson01@yahoo.com 
 

Levi Odom, Multimedia Technician 

llaodom@gmail.com 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

At this time the building and the office are closed.  Until further notice, all 

corporate worship and meetings are cancelled. 
 

Worship services will be virtual on Sunday mornings via a YouTube link   

on our Facebook page and at www.stpaulsuccevansville.org. 
 

If you have an emergency, please contact the office or one of the Pastors. 
Posted 03/26/2020 

donations  

Giving to your local church anytime and especially during the stay-at-home policies of COVID-19 is a 

good thing.  By giving, you show worshipful gratitude with the blessings that God has so richly 

provided.  Plus, it just feels good to give! 

 

Several ways you can continue to give at this time are: 

 Mail in your donation check 

 Sign up for bill pay with your online bank.  This sets up a recurring payment according 

to your preferred schedule and amount.  If you have any questions on how to do this, 

contact your bank or the church office. 

 Use PayPal (a link is on the church’s website).  You may make your payment with your 

existing PayPal account or use a debit or credit card to make the payment. 

 Drop your payment in the mail slot (located by the exterior door next to the church 

office). 

 

We are currently making arrangements with United Fidelity to offer ACH banking  ACH stands for 

Automated Clearing House, which is a network that coordinates electronic payments and automated 

money transfer  

 

We have made arrangements to continue processing a weekly deposit at the bank so that our cash 

flow can continue as seamlessly as possible. 


