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Messenger 
March 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

I was sipping a cup of coffee outside my hotel in the early 

morning hours on Friday, February 14th in Indianapolis.  I 

had been there all week for a Training Conference, and I 

was a little “seat worn” and brain weary.  I was sleepy and 

it was dark.  I braced myself against the “balmy” 2 degrees 

temperature and looked up to see nothing much in the sky.  

As I was seated and looking around and meditating on all I 

had learned and the changes that were coming in my life, I 

was shocked to see a dandelion seed floating past my eyes 

on the harsh breeze with its hairy “parachute.”  I was 

stunned for a moment – here I was in the darkness, and 

the middle of the harsh winter, and a seed was traveling with the potential of starting new 

life.  That’s what God does every day!  I believe God plants “seeds” even when conditions, and 

perhaps God’s children do not expect it – or perhaps even want it.  God brings new life every 

single day.  Though we may shudder with changes and endure harsher, seemingly “darker” 

seasons in our lives, God is still living and active.  We are watching tomorrow unfold here at 

St. Paul’s.  Though the path is difficult and the end results still unfolding, we are in God’s 

Hands.  God has given us the “seed” of faith in our hearts.  Keep studying, praying and loving 

as you have been.  I am thankful for your efforts and patience as we watch what God is doing 

here in and through us as a community of faith! 

Pastor Bill 

Save the date 

Capital 

Campaign 

Kick-off 

Celebration 

March 1 



 

2 

Stephanie Caro of Ministry Architects led 38 St. Paul’s members in a Church Vision Summit.  

Outcomes of the summit were: 

MISSION STATEMENT : 

 “We celebrate God by welcoming, accepting, and serving.” 

 

CORE VALUES: 

 Mission-focused:  We express God’s love by helping others. 

 Hospitable:  We want everyone to feel at home. 

 Faithful:  We believe in God and we live what we believe. 

 Generous:  We lovingly share ourselves and our resources. 

 Friendly:  We support each other, embracing our differences. 

 

3-YEAR GOALS WITH 1-YEAR BENCHMARKS: 

• 2023 Goal: We began having 100+ participants at each worship service that are 

tracked by sign-in pads and usher count. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have 10 more participants per service that have come to us 

through personal contact by the current membership. We developed a system for 

recognizing repeat absence of congregants and follow-up. 

• 2023 Goal: We have a thriving young adult ministry that meets regularly and their 

membership has increased over 2020 participation. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have revitalized the group already in place by definition of  

the exact target, creating a game plan, and have had a re-organizational gathering  

for implementation of the game plan. 

• 2023 Goal: We have an intentional plan for church-wide fellowship. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have formed a fellowship planning group, starting with the 

55+ and Young Adult Initiative groups. We have established a schedule for monthly 

opportunities, considering the target audience and fellowship needs. 

• 2023 Goal: We implemented a game plan for reaching the lonely, isolated, and 

elderly. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have set-up an outreach program to visit the above. 

• 2023 Goal: We have 15 active groups/Bible studies/Sunday school classes that meet 

regularly. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have surveyed the congregation for special interests around 

which we could form small groups. We have identified materials or media for creating 

special interest and support groups. 

• 2023 Goal: We created a community service ministry with 1 event a month that 

excites the entire congregation and there is a large % of the membership who are 

involved in the ministry. 

• 2021 Benchmark: We have contacted all community service partners to identify 

unfilled needs and communicate to the congregation to select needs to fulfill. We   

have established volunteers for at least one of these partnerships. 

Our thanks to all who participated in this event.  For more information, contact a member of the 

Strategic Team (Cherry Endress, Kasey Gathercole, Linda Hobbs, Natalie Renner, and Don 

Schuldt). 

Church Vision Summit 
February 22, 2020 



 

3 

2020 Council Highlights February 20, 2020 

Church Council met on February 20th, with ten members and both pastors present.   Listed below are 

highlights of the meeting. 

 Darlene Dycus resigned from Council for family reasons.  We thank her for her service to St. 

Paul’s.  Cherry Endress was elected as Treasurer. 

 Council members signed the Covenant of Conduct, which will be posted outside the church 

office. 

 Council members shared their goals for the Council for 2020.  Goals included progress on the 

building and capital campaign, clearer records and up to date directory, more understandable 

reports, positive Ministry Architects outcomes, reducing burden costs while having 

congregation’s needs met, working toward an improved sense of fellowship and community, 

and increased interest in our church and church growth. 

 The architect is close to having the final plans and specifications ready for review.  We should 

be able to put the project out for bid when we are confident we can meet the financials of the 

project.  The meters for the two buildings will be kept separate for future flexibility.  We will 

also need to determine needs for the new building which are not part of the construction 

project itself and get cost estimates for those as well. Work is starting to clear out items 

currently not needed and to identify items to be reused and those which we will want to 

dispose of ourselves (for example, as keepsakes to members or for architectural salvage). 

Volunteers will be needed to work on this project.  The youth are planning a rummage sale 

with proceeds to go to the building fund. 

 The Capital Campaign is well underway.  The leadership giving phase is essentially complete, 

and the congregational phase will kick-off with a special dinner on Sunday, March 1st, with 

sessions for congregational giving being held over the following 3 weeks and the end of the 

campaign in late April. 

 Council is beginning to consider how to address the change in pastoral leadership with Pastor 

Bill’s announced retirement at the end of July.  Pastor Mary has indicated a willingness to 

step up in the interim, with details to be worked out.  We have been contacted by the 

conference office to set up a meeting about the search and call process. 

 Deacons reported that January was $2000 favorable for expenses versus budget.  We had no 

withdrawals from savings, but totals were down due to market changes, which are expected to 

recover quickly.  The audit was completed, with several items to address. 

 Trustees reported that they had a request from a congregation member for installation of 

handrails at her home.  They will take care of this.  They have also been requested to change 

the two restrooms by the Parish Hall to both be unisex bathrooms to decrease wait times. 

 Council sent condolences to Kim Armstrong on the death of her father. 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

God’s Postcards in Your Desert Places UCC/DOC MEN’S LENTEN BREAKFAST 

 

Each Saturday during Lent, we meet at a host church for breakfast and a short devotional service.  

Please call the host church to place reservations. 

 

2/29 1st Breakfast Zion Lippe/Immanuel 9000 Copperline Rd 812/985.2437 

3/27 2nd Breakfast Zoar/Salem Heusler 4600 Church Rd 812/963.3749 

3/14 Father-Son Breakfast Christ Church 3601 Washington Ave 812/476.4919 

3/21 4th Breakfast Bethlehem UCC 6400 Oak Hill Rd 812/867.2497 

3/28 Memorial Breakfast St. Paul’s UCC 2225 W Michigan St 812/425.1522 

4/04 Communion Breakfast Trinity UCC 505 Mulberry St 812/838.3805 

 

St. Paul’s is scheduled to host on SATURDAY, MARCH 28.  We will need volunteers to prepare the 

meal, set up, serve, clean up and lead devotions.  If you are willing to help, give me a call or message. 

 

Thank you, 

Donald Schuldt 

812-483-1930 

daschul@gmail.com 

mailto:daschul@gmail.com
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Special Congregational Meeting   February 23, 2020 

The congregation approved changes to the St. Paul’s Constitution and Bylaws at a Special 

Congregational Meeting on February 23, 2020.  Major changes included: 

• The Constitution and Bylaws were split into separate documents, allowing revision of the 

bylaws by a simple majority of the congregation but requiring a two-thirds majority to change 

the constitution. 

• Changed the Council from 18 members to 9, with one Deacon, Elder, and Trustee elected 

every year, to reflect the smaller size of the congregation. 

• Added a section on Merger and Dissolution.  In the current Constitution, all assets revert to 

the Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the UCC in the event of dissolution of the church.  In the 

proposed Constitution, assets transfer to the merged church or are dispersed to nonprofit 

organizations as directed by the congregation, in the event of merger or dissolution, 

respectively.  

• Clarified and redefined how a quorum is defined for congregational meetings (from 10% of the 

membership currently to 40% of the average worship attendance from the previous year). 

• Defined active and inactive membership. (Only active members – those who participate in 

worship or communion or support the church financially – may vote or serve on Church 

Council.) 

• A non-Council member may be appointed by the Church Council as the Financial Secretary, if 

no Council member can or will fill this role. 

Thanks to Bill Barrett, Rick Hobbs, and Dee McDonald for their work on the revision. 

~ Linda Hobbs, President 

Ladies’ Aid 

 

Ladies’ Aid will have their meeting on Thursday, March 

5th, at 1:00 p.m..  June Pillow will have devotions.  All 

women of the church are welcome to join us. 
 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield.”  Psalm 28:7 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 

Ed Albin* 
Don Armstrong 
Betty Barning 
Harlan Batteiger 
Orion Bays 
Dave & Billie Bergman 
Evelyn Bernard* 
Jeanne Brame* 
Cammie Barning 

Breitenmoser 
Diane Burkhart* 
Louis Buschkill 
David Carl 
Judy Carr 
Darrell Cato* 
Katzie Crowley* 
Doug Daniel* 

Bob Dreier 
Erlene Dreier 
Travis Fleener 
Alyssa Futrell 
Bruce Gillette 
Ron Green 
Tabatha Earle 

Greenwell 
Bill Grisham* 
Clarence “Butch” Hahn 
Gary Hahn 
Helen Hammer* 
David Helfert 
Gayle Hochstetler 
Lisa Huck 
Verna Hudson* 
Litsa IronRope 

Danielle Russler 
Jerry Schreiber 
Bob Sheets 
Shirley Sheets 
David Smart 
Marilyn Smith* 
Peggy Stephens 
Raymond Topper 
Nima Trautvetter* 
Sara Wassner* 
Kathy Waters 
Donna Will 
Jami Witty  
Lowell Woosley 

 
*Shut In/Home-Bound 

Joanne Jackson* 
Mary Rita Jourdan 
Joan Kappler 
Emma Kirtman 
Harvey Klenck 
Bob Kraemer 
Corena Maurer* 
Lindsey Mayhall 
Bernice McReynolds 
Eileen Moore 
Kim Morrison 
Marylee Murphy* 
Karen Norman 
Adam Peterson 
Susan Raber* 
Marie Rayoum* 
Jeanett Rueger* 

• Laverne Livers and Family and friends in the loss of her son, Mark 

• Kim Armstrong and Family and friends in the loss of her father, John Davis 

• Family and friends of Eloise Castleman 
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MINISTRIES 
Saturday, March 21, 3 pm 

Join us at Azzip Pizza (North Park) on March 23rd 
for a giveback day to benefit Merom Camp and 
Retreat Center. Show this flyer to give 20% of your 
purchase to Merom!  

The Capital Campaign Committee for the proposed 
new facility will present several opportunities for 
members and friends of St. Paul's to participate in the 
fundraising for the new building.  Brochures and 
pledge cards will be provided at each gathering. 
 
Please plan to join us at one of the gathering 
sessions shown below.  All sessions will be in the St. 
Paul's Parlor and Chapel.  Refreshments will be 
served.  Reservations would be appreciated by 
signing up at the Hospitality Center, or contacting 
Karla Smith via phone at 812-963-3578; text at 812-
568-7584; or email at golfalot50@twc.com. 
 
Dates and times are as follows: 

Wed March 4 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Tues March 10 @ 10 a.m. 
Thurs March 12 @ 1:30 p.m. 
Mon March 16 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Sat March 21 @ 10 a.m. 

 

Building for a Future with Hope 

Four of our 

Confirmation 

students joined 

me, and Kim 

and Don 

Armstrong 

serving 

breakfast 

Saturday 

morning 

February 22nd at United Caring Services as a 

part of their Mission requirements.  We served 

some 80 children of God! 

 

All six students participated and helped lead our 

Ash Wednesday service on February 26th. 

 

Plans for March include a visit to the Islamic 

Center on March 8th along with our youth group 

and hopefully other area UCC church's 

Confirmation classes. 

 

These youth are special.  I am grateful for them 

and for Pastor Mary's gifts in helping to lead and 

teach them. 

 

Confirmation Sunday is April 5th and the class will 

celebrate 

their First 

Communion 

in our special 

Maundy 

Thursday 

worship on 

April 9th. 

 

Pastor Bill 

2020 Confirmation 
March 2020 Schedule 

 
Sunday, March 1st - Session 10 on 

“Faith in Action: How We Can Help”  
 
Sunday, March 8th – Session 13 on 

“Tradition: Our Neck of the Woods 
(UCC)”  

 
Sunday, March 15th – Session 14 on 

“Teach Us To Pray: The 
Sacraments”  

 Note: Baptismal services may be 
conducted in the 11:00 a.m. service  

 
March 22nd – 29th is Spring Break  

mailto:golfalot50@twc.com


 

6 

D
ay

li
g

h
t 

 S
av

in
g

s 
 T

im
e 

 B
EG

IN
S 



 

7 

2020  GERANIUM SALE  
 

To  b e n e f i t  W E E K D AY  C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N  
2001 Bayard Park Drive, Evansville, IN 47714 

812/425.3524, office@weekdayevansville.com 
 

Orders accepted through Sunday, March 29 
 

Pick up or Delivery date Saturday, April 25 or Sunday, April 26 
 (in the Parish Hall @ St. Paul’s) 

 

Cost per plant is $ 5.00 
 

Name:  
 
Phone #:  

 

Make checks payable to  

WEEKDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Return order form AND PAYMENT  
to St. Paul’s UCC. 

 

Questions???  Cynthia Nendel, 812/604/1404. 

Colors Quantity 

Red   

Salmon   

Pink   

White   

Hot Pink   

     Total Quantity: 

                                               X $ 5.00 

           Total Price: 

Easter  L i ly  Memorials  &  Honorar iums  
 

We will be decorating St. Paul’s Sanctuary for Easter Sunday with unscented Easter lilies.  
Members and friends of the congregation make contributions to our Memorial Flower Fund “In 
Memory of someone” or “In Honor of someone”.  The name/s of loved ones will be included in 

the listing which will be part of our bulletin on April 12th. 

We ask for a minimum contribution of $15 per plant.  The lilies may be removed from the 
Sanctuary following the 11 a.m. worship service on Easter.* 

 
 IN MEMORY OF:  circle one ➔ IN HONOR OF: 

Name/s     

     

     

By      

Telephone #     
 

(please check one)   I will   I will not be taking a plant. 
 

Return to the Church Office (with payment) no later than MONDAY, March 30th. 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE FORM 
(including any previous year’s information) 

*Plants will remain available until Wednesday, April 15, 2020. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Dr. Bill Wassner, Senior Pastor 

wwassner@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Rev. Mary Hurley, Associate Pastor 

mhurley@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Kim Armstrong, Director of Youth  

karmstrong@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Katie Maurer, Director of Music Ministries 

maurer.katie@gmail.com 
 

Rick Hobbs & Lisa Wassner, Organists 
 

Lisa Huck, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Stacey Henderson, Nursery Supervision 

shenderson01@yahoo.com 
 

Levi Odom, Multimedia Technician 

llaodom@gmail.com 
 

Luke Datzman, Custodian 

custodian@stpaulsuccevansville.org 
 

Beth Gregg, Office Manager 

office@stpaulsuccevansville.org 

Traditional Worship - 9:00 A.M. 

Sunday School - 10:10 A.M. 

Discovery Worship - 11:00 A.M. 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 812.425.1522 + Fax: 812.425.2145 + Website:  www.stpaulsuccevansville.org 

The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

2020 GROWING & GIVING 
 

FEBRUARY 
WEEKLY AVERAGE WORSHIP  

ATTENDANCE  123 
 

GIVING $ 34,646.42 

THOSE AMONG US WHO GIVE 

The following are giving totals reported in FEBRUARY. 

for special funds and non-budgeted accounts. 

 Future Needs: Envelopes - $ 263 Future Needs: Memorials - $ 150 

 Food Pantry - $ 25 Building Use - $ 815 

 Youth Ministry - $ 400 Youth Retreat Food - $ 55 

 CWW - $5 Youth: Socks of Love - $ 21 

 Bereavement - $ 400 Open Gym - $ 1,215 

Thanks to each and every one of you  

for your generosity. 

 

 1 Judy Fluty 

 2 Charlee Effinger, Doris Opperman 

 5 Katzie Crowley, Myrna Koring 

 6 Charles Rice 

 10 Tom Conkling, Lindsay Head 

 11 Mike O’Nan 

 12 Cynthia Nendel 

 13 Tim Raber 

 14 Rick Hobbs 

 17 Kari Jackson 

 21 Constance Jourdan 

 27 Ron Boren, Leanna Reece, Bill Wassner 

 29 LaDonna Hight 
*denotes our shut-ins 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our members  

who are having a birthday in March. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to those 

who are celebrating an anniversary  

of 50 or more years this month.   

May God continue to bless you. 

Jack & Bertha Burgdorf 

March 14, 1953 

67 years 

 

Louis & Pam Bushkill 

March 29, 1969 

51 years 

Thank you   

Dear Friends, Your generosity has overwhelmed our hearts and allowed us to make honorable 

funeral arrangements for a man who has served our country and community.  We cannot 

thank you enough for your outpouring of love, memories, and support. 

With Love and Blessings, Kim (Don) , John Jr. (Sabrina), Lakota, Litsa, and Julian 

 

Dear Pastor Wassner & everyone at St. Paul’s, Thank you so much for your recent generous gift of 

$791.18.  With your gift you are affirming the belief that everyone, everywhere, deserves a 

decent place to live.  Such a tremendous blessing to our Habitat families!  Thank you for 

helping them build a brighter future! Beth Ann Folz, Executive Director 

 

Bereavement Committee:  Thank you so very much for the delicious meal and comfort you 

provided after Eloise’s death.  What a wonderful gift you all have in making everyone feel 

Welcome!  You truly show the hands of Christ in your ministry. 

  God’s Blessings, Sara Fischer & family 


