
 *PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May we celebrate the gentle gift of God-with-us  

as we offer to one another peace  

as a sign of Christ’s love for each of us. 

 

 CALL FOR OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY  Lisa Wassner 

“A Strange Way to Save the World” 

  *DOXOLOGY  (screen) 
(Sung to “What Child is This?”) 

  *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Loving God, may these offerings bring hope, love, joy 

and peace to others who seek a better life for 

themselves.  Use our gifts to do justice in a world of 

neglect and indifference.  May the coming of the Christ 

Child inspire others to give abundantly.  We pray in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 EPISTLE READING   Titus 3: 4-7 

 CAROL   # 98 (1, 3, 4) 

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

 
 GOSPEL READING  Luke 2: 1-7 

 CAROL   # 104 (1, 3) 

“Away in a Manger” 

 
 GOSPEL READING  Luke 2: 8-14 

 CAROL   # 100 (1, 4, 5) 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 
 GOSPEL READING  Luke 2: 15-20 

 CAROL   # 110 (1, 2) 

“What Child Is This?” 

 

 HOMILY   Isaiah 52: 7-10 
“Joy to the World?” 

 
 GOSPEL READING   John 1: 1-5 

 CAROL    # 96 (1, 3, 5) 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

 *SHARING OF THE LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM 
 

 RINGING THE BELLS 

 

 WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Pastor Bill Wassner 
 

 OPENING MUSIC  Katie Maurer 
 

 LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE OF LIGHT His Body Builders 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (screen) 

“Joy to the World!” 
 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP 

  Leader: Sing to God a new song, for the Good News! 

  People: The birth of a child!  The Christ Child!  

  Leader: Move us O God, the Holy One in our midst! 

  People: The Christ light shines! The Christ Child is born! 

  Leader: We open our hearts to the presence of Christ. 

  People: Let us praise the birth of Jesus with the new hope 

the Christ Child brings! 

  Unison: Let us celebrate and join the angels’ song! 

 

 *OPENING SONG  # 132 (1, 4, 5) 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

 *UNISON INVOCATION 

Holy God, we give You thanks that You became Joy-Made

-Flesh in Jesus Christ so that Your hope, love, joy and  

peace could be multiplied in all of heaven and earth.    

Help us to remember that this is our true nature and that 

simply being the humans You have created us to be—

including our moments of struggle and sadness—is what 

You want us to do fully, 

 hopefully, 

  lovingly, 

   unabashedly, 

    and peacefully.  Amen. 

 

 *LITANY OF LIGHT: 
(The litany starts when all have lighted their candles.) 

  Leader: Hope of the world, Word of life. 

  People: Come to us this night. We await Your bright 

dawning. 

  Leader: Promise of redemption, Word of love. 

  People: Come to us this night. We await Your bright 

dawning. 

  Leader: Joy of the world, Word of power and might. 

  People: Come to us this night. We await Your bright 

dawning. 

  Leader: Giver of Peace, Word of Healing. 

  People: Come to us this night. We await Your bright 

dawning. 

  Leader: Come to us this night, O Light of the Nations, 

Beloved of God. 

  People: Come to us this night. We see Your bright 

dawning, O Emanuel, God with us. 

 

 *BENEDICTION 

And so, my friends,  

may the hope from God,  

the love of Jesus Christ,  

and the joy of the Spirit’s renewal be with you.  

And may you be deeply blessed by  

the peace that passes understanding down in 

your heart.  

May you join with all heaven and nature  

by making of your life a song 

that lights up the world wherever you are.  

Merry Christmas, friends.  

  People: Merry Christmas, Indeed! AMEN 
 

 *CLOSING CAROL  # 89 

“Silent Night” 
 

 *DEPART IN SILENCE 
(All extinguish their candles.) 



The Lord is Come: 

December 24, 2019 

Christmas Eve 

10:00 PM 
 

 RINGING THE BELLS 
 

 WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Pastor Mary Hurley 
 

 OPENING MUSIC  Handbell Choir 

“Christmas Bell Carol” (arr. Morris) 

 

 LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE OF LIGHT His Body Builders 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (screen) 

“Joy to the World!” 
 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP 

  Leader: The grace of God has appeared among us.  A 

child has been born, bringing God’s salvation. 

  People: We have seen anew the light of God’s love.     

How splendid is God’s gift to us! 

  Leader: Sing to our God a joyous new song.  Sing to God 

all nations of the earth. 

  People: Great is our God, and greatly to be praised.  

Ascribe to God the glory that is due. 

  Leader: Let the heavens be glad as the earth rejoices.  

Glory to God in the highest heaven. 

  People:  The child of Bethlehem will help us know God.   

We gather to contemplate what God has done. 

 

 *OPENING SONG  # 90 (1, 5, 6) 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

 *UNISON INVOCATION 

We tremble before you, holy God, for your ways are far 

beyond our knowing.  You surprise us in unexpected 

places.  You come to us in people we may overlook.  Your 

light exposes our shallow commitments and misplaced 

loyalties.  Yet we dare to come before you, to bow down at 

the manger in awe and wonder.  This humble scene moves 

us more than we could have guessed.  It shakes all our 

pretentions.  We are filled with hope that a new day is 

dawning.  Establish among us your way of righteousness.  

Amen. 

 

 *RESPONSE  “Gloria Patri” 
 

 PASTORAL PRAYER 

  One: The Lord be with you. 
  All:  And with you also. 

   One: Let us pray… 

  Concluding with The Lord’s Prayer  
 

  Organ Response  
 

 ANTHEM   Choir 

“Advent Noel” (arr. Page & Shafferman) 

 

 DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

  OFFERTORY  Rick Hobbs 

  *DOXOLOGY 

  *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Amazing God, we want to invest in your promise of 

endless peace when the authority of your holy child is 

established.  Let your peace come here and now as we 

dedicate ourselves and our offerings for the purpose of 

upholding justice and extending the gift of salvation to 

all people.  May our offerings and our lives be a blessing 

to others, proclaiming good news of great joy in ways 

that all of us can understand.  Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 2: 1-20 (NRSV) 

 

 CAROL   # 93 (1, 3) 

“Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 SERMON   Pastor Mary 
“And God Said, ‘Surprise!’” 

 

 *CAROL   # 100 (1, 2, 5) 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

 *BENEDICTION 
 

 *SHARING OF THE LIGHT 
 

 *CLOSING CAROL  # 89 (1, 2, 3) 

“Silent Night” 
 

 *DEPART IN SILENCE 
(All extinguish their candles.) 


