
 TIME OF PRAYER   Pastor Mary Hurley 

 
  Reflections and the Lighting of the Second Blue Candle 

 
Holy and Comforting One, 

we come before You feeling vulnerable and spent. 

Our souls weep and we wonder how we will get through 

a time when bells ring and gifts are exchanged and the 

word “merry” surrounds us. We long for the “time 

before”– before this sorrow came to dwell. 

Help us to trust in Your love. 

In this season of anticipation, 

help us to expect that as certain as the waves of grief, 

are the moments when You will offer us a little peace.  

And that it is right and good to feel all of it.  

Be with us. Come to us. Live in us, Emmanuel, God with 

Us.  Amen. 

 
 *HYMN OF LONGING  # 72 (St. 1, 4 & 7) 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

 THE RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD Pastor Kyle Hunter 

 
  Reflections 

   The Gospel of Luke 2:1-7 

   The Gospel of John 19: 25b-27 

 
  The Lighting of the Third Blue Candle 

 
 HYMN OF RESPONSE  # 82 (St. 1 & 2) 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

 
 COMMUNION BY INTINCTION 

All are welcome to come forward or 

we shall bring the elements to you. 

 

 TRANSFORMATION OF OUR LIVES Pastor Bill Wassner 

Branches of Meaning 
Hear this story about “branches of meaning”  

from poet Mark Nepo in his book, The One Life We’re Given: 
 

A troubled widower made his way to ask a wise old 

woman about his troubles.  The old woman received 

him and they walked along a stream.  She could see  

the pain in his face.  He began to tremble as he asked, 

“What’s the point?  Is there any meaning to life?”  

She invited him to sit on a large stone near the stream.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s UCC, St. Peter’s Highland UCC  

and Bethany Christian Church 

“Elusive Joy: A Blue Christmas Ritual” 
December 19, 2019 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 
 GATHER IN SILENCE 

Welcome to this Blue Christmas, a time when we can, 

with others, acknowledge the "blue" feelings we can 

have at Christmas time, the reasons for them, and offer 

them to God.  In this service, we'll recognize that this is not 

a season of joy for everyone.  We will invite you to reflect 

on the pain, the loneliness, and the sadness you may feel 

and offer it to God for healing and transformation.  We 

pray that you will find hope and comfort in knowing that 

you are not alone in this time when joy is elusive.   

 

 STATEMENT OF HOPE   Pastor Brian Buschkill 
(based on Psalm 30 CEB) 

  I exalt you, Lord, because you pulled me up; 

   you didn’t let my enemies celebrate over me. 

  Lord, my God, I cried out to you for help, 

   and you healed me. 

  Lord, you brought me up from the grave, 

   brought me back to life from among those going down 

to the pit. 

 
  Reflections and the Lighting of the First Blue Candle 

 

   You who are faithful to the Lord, sing praises… 

    give thanks to God’s holy name! 

   [Anger] lasts for only a second, 

    but God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 

   Weeping may stay all night, 

    but by morning, joy! 

 

She took a long branch and swirled it in the water, then 

replied, “It all depends on what it means to you to be 

alive.”  In his sorrow, the man dropped his shoulders and 

the old woman gave him the branch.  “Go on,” she 

said, “touch the branch to the water.”  As he poked the 

branch in the running stream, there was something 

comforting about feeling the movement of the water in 

his hand through the branch.  She touched his hand 

and said, “You see, that you can feel the water without 

putting your hand in the water, this is what meaning 

feels like.”  The man grew tender but still seemed 

puzzled.  She said, “Close your eyes and feel your wife 

now gone.  That you can feel her in your heart without 

being able to touch her, this is how meaning saves us.”  

The widower began to cry.  The old woman put her arm 

around him, “No one knows how to live or how to die.  

We only know how to love and how to lose, and how to 

pick up branches of meaning along the way.”  

 
  The Lighting of the Fourth Blue Candle  

   and Receiving Branches 

 

 *SENDING FORTH  All Pastors 

 
 *CLOSING SONG 

“Beautiful Tree” 
(Tune of “Away in a Manger”) 

 

The heavens have planted a beautiful tree, 

Whose evergreen branches our loved ones behold; 

They walk ’neath its shade in the city above, 

And bask in the light of the peace Christ foretold. 
 

The hand of the Savior will wipe every tear, 

And banish forever the darkness of night; 

Sweet anthems eternal that region shall fill, 

The Lord is its glory, the Lord is its light. 
 

So rest in the beautiful tree full of life, 

That stands in the midst of the city so fair; 

And eat of its fruit and be healed with its leaves; 

No hunger, no sickness, no sorrow is there. 

 
 *DEPART IN SILENCE 

 

        

 
Childcare is available and a small reception will follow.   

Special thanks to Lisa Wassner for being our Organist tonight. 



December 19, 2019 

A Blue Christmas Ritual: 


