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The Blessing of the Animals is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of 
Assisi’s love for all creatures.  Francis (1182-1226), whose feast day is 

October 4th, wrote a Canticle of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living things. “All praise to you, Oh Lord, 
for all these brother and sister creatures.” The bond between person and creature is like no other 
relationship, because eye-to-eye, a human and their animal are two creatures of love.  In our stewardship 
please consider and help those who are neglected and abused.  Please consider donating to a local shelter 
or adopting an unwanted animal.   

Genesis 2: 18-20a (Paraphrased):                                                                                   
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the humans to be alone. I will make a helper who is 
just right for them.”  19 So the LORD God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds of the sky. He brought them to the human to see what they would be called, and they chose 
a name for each one. 20 They gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the 
wild animals.  

Affirmation of Faith 
We open our hearts to our Creator and join all of creation in thanking God. God’s Word is the 
impulse for all things to be, for space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the 
deep, for life to be born of Earth and for humans to be born of Flesh and the Spirit.  God’s 
presence is the living impulse in all things.  Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices 
in the forest, high voices from the sky, deep voices from the sea and the whole company of 
creation, we proclaim God’s presence among us. Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea 
and sky and all things that exist are full of Your presence and glorify Your name.  
 
Unifying Prayer 
God, our Creator, help us to love all creatures as our family, all animals as our 
partners on Earth, all birds as messengers of praise, all small living things as 
expressions of Your mysterious design and all of their cries and calls as voices 
praising You as Creator. May these animals and their caregivers be blessed. Amen. 


