
 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Combined Service - 10:00 AM 

April 3, 2016         Second Sunday of Easter 
(*) All who are able should please stand when noted. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  PRELUDE “Festal Song” Young 

  RINGING OF BELLS and MORNING GREETING    

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 One:   We are gathered to give witness to the enduring realities of life. 
 Many: We have come to affirm that life is a gift, that the gift is good,  
  and that it comes from God.  
 One:  We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ, as we travel life’s long 

journey.  
    Many: We find God in the paths of our present and our past, but we also trust  
   in God’s love in our future.  
 One:  The same God guides us all the way, every day of our lives, and beyond life. 
 All:   Let us praise God with our whole hearts, and entrust our lives to God’s 

hands.  

*OPENING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past (see insert) 

*UNISON INVOCATION              (unison) 
 O God of steadfast love, we thank you for the lessons of the past.  We remem-
ber all that you have done for us; make us truly thankful.  We remember times of 
joy and sorrow; may these experiences make us compassionate toward others.  We 
share the memory of your people as they have journeyed through time; it is our 
story as well.  May the richness of our past be the ground out of which love, hope, 
and faithfulness blossom; through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

*RESPONSE Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 
Praise, my soul, the God of heaven, glad of heart your carols raise;  

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, should sing God’s praise?   
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Praise the Maker all our days. 

  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise All Sing. 

Karson Elizabeth Davis, daughter of Emily Edwards-Burkes, born on June 22, 2015.  

Sponsors:  Rilee King, Austin Dotson, Raegan Burkes 

  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Keith  Smith 
After the children’s message, children age 4 to 2nd grade, are invited to go  
to the Chapel for Children Worship and Wonder.  Leader: Don Armstrong;   

Greeter: Kim Armstrong;  Story: “Jesus is Risen: the Road to Emmaus” 

  SCRIPTURE READING    John 15:1-5, 9-11, 16-17; Ephesians 3:14-21    (see insert) 

  PRELUDE TO PRAYER Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

  MORNING PRAYER  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 Many: And with you also. 

 One: Let us pray . . . 

   Morning Prayer, followed by The Lord’s Prayer 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   

  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 Response 

  SPECIAL MUSIC “The Gospel of Grace” arr. Mark Hayes 

Kerri Kappler 

  DEDICATION OF TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 OFFERTORY “In God, My Faithful God” Buxtehude 

    *DOXOLOGY   
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
 One and Eternal God of time and space, we respond to you with joy as we 
life up our tithes and offerings.  The opportunity to share is a blessing for which 
we are very thankful.  Your generous provision for our needs prompts us to be 
generous in return.  Accomplish your purposes, we pray, through these gifts 
and in our lives.  Amen. 

  ANTHEM “Here I Am, Lord” Schutte 

 Praise Singers and Traditional Choir 

  SERMON THE ULTIMATE REASONS 

  SPECIAL MUSIC “Perhaps Love” Denver 

 Rick Hobbs, Adam Hobbs, Duet 

  WORDS OF FAREWELL/VOWS OF RELEASE          Bob Koch, Council  President 

*UNISON PRAYER 
 God, whose everlasting love for us is trustworthy, help each of us to trust the 
future which rests in your care.  The time we were together in your name saw our 
laughter and tears, our hopes and disappointments.  Guide us as we hold these 
cherished memories but move in new directions, until that time to come when we 
are completely one with you and with each other, in the name of Jesus Christ, we 
pray.  Amen. 

*CLOSING CHORUS Follow Me  

*BLESSING, SENDING FORTH and RINGING THE BELLS  


