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 ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2015 

 

WELCOME 

 

President Wendell Burkhart called the 2015 annual congregational meeting to order.  A quorum was 

present.  Rev. Lynn Marino opened the meeting with a prayer.   

 

 

MINUTES 

 

The 2013 Congregational meeting minutes are in the handout on pages four through eight.  Scott Het-

tenbach motioned to accept the minutes, Joyce Hendrix seconded.  The minutes were approved.  The 

minutes for the Congregational meeting on July 20, 2014 are on page nine of the handout.  Linda 

Hobbs motioned to accept the minutes, Bill Barrett seconded.  The minutes were approved. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

Wendell Burkhart reported that the deficit was overcome, the first time since 2009 that we have had a 

surplus. 

 

Scott Hettenbach reported that $ 94,000.00 from Future Needs went to roof repairs and to redo the front 

steps for the South entrance. 

 

Polly Ellison reported that our net income was $ 35,731 to the positive.  For the 2015 Stewardship, 

there were twenty six (26) less pledges received and $ 50,000.00 less pledged than 2014. 

 

Wendell Burkhart reported that the Generosity Campaign had a positive impact on our funding and 

thanked Linda Hobbs for her leadership on that campaign.  

 

 

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Dennis Schuck reported that everything was in order. 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Wendell Burkhart reported that those retiring from Council are:  Head Deacon - Michael Endress, Vice

-President – Tim Julian; Head Elder – Tracey Kolb, Elder – Kathy Vonderahe; Trustees – Tony Bogan 

and Gary Ruminer.  The nominations for Council are:  Deacons – Keith Kolb and Dee McDonald, 

Trustees – Neil Lynn and Dan Hoffman and Elders – Debbie Kerns and Terri Carl.   Wendell asked if 

there were any nominations from the floor, there were none.  Theresa Herrenbruck motioned to accept 

the nominations, Kasey Gathercole seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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FOUNDATION ELECTION  

 

Wendell reported that the Foundation members are comprised of the church council and that the Board 

of the Foundation is selected by the Foundation.  Board members may serve one year terms and can 

serve up to five consecutive terms.  Reed Schmitt motioned to elect the council members as the St. 

Paul’s Foundation members.  Joyce Hendrix seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

PASTOR REPORT 

 

Rev. Lynn Marino’s report is on page eleven of the handout.  Rev. Lynn reported that when she writes 

her short report every year, it always gets longer.  This year was a full year and she would appreciate 

your patience and understanding.  There have been a lot of funerals and hopes that they will slow 

down, especially for the bereavement committee.  Rev. Lynn thanked the congregation for the privilege 

to serve.  She thanked the Council and the staff who made her feel part of the team.  It has been a bless-

ing in my life.  Rev. Lynn thanked the congregation who love this church and call it home. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Wendell Burkhart reported that the Accessibility Committee has been renamed the Renovation Com-

mittee and revamped to three members – Daryl Helfert, Rick Hobbs and Wendell Burkhart.  The archi-

tect (Carl Conner) we were working with closed his business and left town.  We have been working 

with Morley and Associates.  The elevator for the North Entrance was not possible and a ramp was the 

only way it could be done.  The ramp added so much cost it was not feasible.   Daryl Helfert advised 

that the focus was on the safety issues going forward.  Our structure has problems that are not evident 

to all and proposed the need for professional guidance.  The Sanctuary needs attention; it was last reno-

vated in 1974.  The flooring, carpet, pews, sub floor, front of the Church, the choir loft safety issues, 

the chancel area, accessibility, piecemealed electric and HVAC, Parish Hall - HVAC and electric, the 

dividers to Parish Hall, the entrance to Parish Hall – these all need to be looked at.  The organ is ex-

cluded from this since a fact finding committee has been formed to address the organ issue.   Bill Bar-

rett noted that the spending is under the amount voted upon by the Congregation – the new HVAC cost 

was under $ 30,000.00 with    $ 75,000.00 approved, under $ 70,000.00 was spent on the South steps 

with $ 85,000.00 approved, and the money spent on the chairs was under budget.  Daryl Helfert said 

that the HVAC units were more efficient and the Church had received a $ 500.00 rebate and they had 

sold some of the old HVAC material as scrap metal.  Bill Barrett said that we are safe with our Trustees 

and they are doing a good job. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Wendell Burkhart advised that we are looking for an interim Pastor for our Pastoral needs and that we 

need to identify alternatives.  The interim Pastoral assistance has a long wait list; retired Pastors are 

being called and we are looking for laity members and volunteers.  So far as future plans, Rev. Lynn is 

past retirement.  She will remain until we find a replacement.  Our goal is twelve months but hope to 

keep it under two years.  Based on the number of active members in our church, two full time pastors is 

too much – one and a half pastors may be the right amount.  A list of potential search committee mem-

bers is being formed.  The process involves a profile being developed of our church, candidate profiles 

reviewed, interviews, church visits and ends with a trial sermon.  This process will take several months.  
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 Larry Murphy asked if one Pastor is not enough and two too many, what is one and a half Pastor and 

are we looking at sharing with another church.  Wendell answered that yes, it is a possibility we could 

share a Pastor.  Perhaps a husband and wife duo or sharing with another small church.  We have to de-

cide what we need first then go forth. 

 

Scott Hettenbach reported the 2015 Proposed Budget is on page thirty six of the handout.  Scott wanted 

to point out that two full time Pastors have been budgeted.  Unused salary would be used for the inter-

im pastoral needs and search committee.  The Youth Ministry has been reduced to one person rather 

than two which amounted to about $ 5,000.00 less and the Music Staff is less because of no full time 

organist.  Reed Schmitt asked why the organist was not included.  Wendell Burkhart answered that the 

organist is included in the budget.  The budget was reworked because Amanda Batts is currently filling 

in as the organist.  John Deppen asked about the Board of Christian Education being zero dollars in the 

budget.  Scott Hettenbach answered that the Board of Christian Education was combined into Youth 

Ministry and that the Vacation Bible Study is now under Youth Ministry expenses.  Joyce Hendrix 

asked where the lawn care expenses were.  Scott Hettenbach answered that they are part of the Custodi-

al Staff in the budget.  Scott also said there was a 2.5% increase to the staff.  Erlene Dreier motioned to 

accept the budget.  Daryl Helfert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

  

Scott Hettenbach advised that as in previous years, the congregation was asked to allow use of Future 

Needs funds to meet budget shortfalls in the amount of up to but not exceeding 10% of the budget 

amount.  Dee McDonald motioned to allow Future Needs usage up to 10% of the budget for shortfall.  

Tony Bogan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Daryl Helfert reported that the men’s restroom downstairs in the education wing has a smell coming 

from the floor – needs new tile at not more than $ 3,500.00.  The Trustees have made the motion to in-

stall new tile flooring in the men’s restroom downstairs up to $ 3,500.00 funded by Future Needs.  John 

Deppen seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Tammy Reutter asked when the stall 

in the women’s restroom near the gym will be fixed; it has been broken for a year.  Daryl Helfert an-

swered that the parts necessary to make the repair came in last week; it will be fixed next week.  Daryl 

Helfert reported that the exterior mortar needs to be repaired and the estimate to tuck point the exterior 

on the entire building is $ 85,000.00.  The Trustees propose that the main Sanctuary starting with the 

red brick on the south side going west, the 1922 addition, continuing around the corner including the 

bell tower and then going north to the 1935 addition corner at the alley be tuck pointed at a cost not to 

exceed $ 55,000.00.  Tom Conkling advised that there might be a color variance in the mortar if it is 

not all done at one time.  Tom Huck asked if these prices included sealing the brick.  Daryl Helfert an-

swered that yes they did include sealing the brick.  Floor question – where would this money come 

from to pay the tuck pointing expense?  Answer – Future Needs funds.  Louis Buschkill asked if an ad-

ditional $ 30,000.00 was needed to tuck point the North side, why wait if the money is available?  Dar-

yl Helfert answered that with the ongoing age of the HVAC system we could see some costly repairs 

almost any time.  Bob Koch advised that due to the budgeting and the way the building is, a partial re-

pair seems the best.  Pam Buschkill asked what about the whole list?  Daryl Helfert answered that the 

only other thing on my list is the feasibility study at a cost of $ 11,000.00 to investigate by Morley & 

Associates a licensed Architect and a Professional Engineer to look at in detail both the electrical and 

mechanical concerns on the renovation.  They will look at the total building and make a recommenda-

tion.  Neil Lynn asked who had bid on the tuck pointing and was more than one bid obtained.  Daryl 

Helfert answered that he has one quote from Bunge and will get more.  Larry Murphy asked whether 

the flooring, pews, subfloor, front Chancel area, accessibility, HVAC, electric, divider doors to Parish 

Hall, the ceiling in Parish Hall all will be in the plan for renovation with more room in back of the 

church.  Daryl Helfert answered yes.  John Deppen seconded the Trustees motion to tuck point the 

main Sanctuary, the 1922 addition, the bell tower and the sanctuary to the 1935 addition not to exceed 
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 $ 55,000.00.  The motion passed unanimously.  Crissy Hettenbach motioned to go ahead with the $ 

11,000.00 feasibility study.  Teresa Bogan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Tony Bogan asked when the sound system would be finished since all of the components are in and 

advised that the television was out in Parrish Hall.  Daryl Helfert advised he would look into the sound 

system and the television. 

 

Joyce Hendrix asked if the cracked pews would be replaced.  Daryl Helfert advised they were looking 

at replacing them. 

 

Reed Schmitt asked Daryl to obtain and share the plans made ten years ago to Morley & Associates 

concerning tearing out the back wall, redoing the balcony area, etc. as presented by the Organ Commit-

tee - the plans cost nothing and may benefit Morley & Associates.  Daryl advised that he would, he 

asked where the plans were.  Reed responded that the last time he saw them a local engineering firm 

possibly Veazey, Parrot and Shoulders had them.  Daryl advised that he would contact them next week 

and try to get his hands on the plans. 

 

Wendell thanked Rev. Lynn for her leadership and the staff who behind the scenes keeps things run-

ning.  This past year has been a challenging year both here at the Church and personally.  Wendell 

thanked his wife for her support and asked for everyone’s support and help in celebrating this 125th 

Church anniversary.  He stated that we need to look forward to 125 more years as a Church.  Rev. Lynn 

Marino closed with a prayer.  Bill Barrett motioned to close the meeting.  Helen Hammer seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

 

 

Joel Sauter, Secretary 
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 ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2015 

 

WELCOME 

 

President Scott Hettenbach called the 2015 congregational meeting to order at 11:03 A.M.  A 

quorum was present.  Rev. Lynn Marino opened the meeting with a prayer.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bill Barrett made a motion to purchase and install in the sanctuary an Allen Bravura L332    

organ, taking up to $ 45,000 from the Future Needs Fund.  The Casavant organ now in storage 

shall be sold with any funds realized from the sale returned to the Future Needs Fund. 

 

Bill explained and went through the history of organs at St Paul’s United Church of Christ.  He 

explained that the existing cotton covered wiring in our Wicks organ does not meet any current 

codes.  The Wicks organ was installed in 1946 and in the 1974 renovation the oboe and trumpet 

sounds were added to the organ.  In 1990 repairs were made and a few parts were replaced by 

Glen Underhill.  Ongoing upkeep is handled by Bob Drier.  The current cost to rewire the exist-

ing organ starts at $ 100,000.00.  The Wicks representative, Jack Haase said that it would take 

at least $ 100,000.00 to put our Wicks organ in like new condition.  In 2011, St Paul’s pur-

chased the Opus 1963 Casavant organ for $ 10,000.00, spent $ 14,865.00 to take it apart and $ 

4,900.00 to move it to Evansville IN.  It would take approximately $ 11,000.00 to assemble the 

Casavant organ.  The Casavant requires tonal finishing, it will play to a dead room and it will 

require regular maintenance.  Research discovered that a digital organ is the way to go.  A digi-

tal organ requires no building changes, never needs to be tuned and it is made in Pennsylvania 

by Allen who makes all of their own components. 

 

Helen Hammer seconded the motion. 

 

QUESTIONS from the FLOOR: 

Question:  Ron Boren asked if there was a secondary value to the existing organ. 

Answer:  Bill Barrett answered that once the organ was removed it would have to be rewired 

and reassembled – there is very little if any value left in the existing organ. 

 

Question: Tom Peterson asked how much it costs us to tune and maintain our existing organ. 

Answer:  Bill Barrett answered on average $ 910.00 per year, varying from $ 600.00 to $ 

1,150.00. 

 

Question:  Brian Bosley asked if any of the pipes from the Casavant were missing. 

Answer:  Bill Barrett answered yes, a few of the pipes were missing but they could be made at 

an additional cost. 

 

Question:  Keith Smith asked if the Allen digital organ would replace the Kurzweil. 

Answer:  Katie Maurer answered that the action is not the same and the digital organ would not 

replace the Kurzweil.  Bill Barrett commented that they had visited three installations with   

(Continued on page 9) 
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digital organs from Owensboro KY to Mt. Vernon IN and no one could believe that the sound 

wasn’t coming from a pipe organ. 

 

Question:  Brian Bosley asked about adjusting the reverberations on the Allen organ. 

Answer:  Bill Barrett answered that yes, the reverberations can be adjusted on the fly. 

 

Question:  Joyce Hendrix asked about the organ in storage and if it could be sold for a profit. 

Answer:  Bill Barrett answered yes, it could be sold for $ 25,000.00 minimum and that the    

Diocese should receive anything above and beyond that price. 

 

Debbie Kerns commented that the organ space is currently air conditioned and that could be a 

savings with the new Allen organ not requiring additional air conditioning. 

 

Question:  Tammy Reutter asked what would be the cost of renovation in order to accommo-

date the Casavant organ. 

Answer: Keith Kolb answered that it would not be under $ 100,000.00 to renovate for the  

Casavant organ. 

 

Question:  Pam Bushkill asked how readily available is the new Allen digital organ. 

Answer: Bill Barrett answered that it takes ten weeks to be built. 

 

Question: Jim Kerns asked whether speakers had to be added to the Allen digital organ. 

Answer: Bill Barrett answered that the speakers are included in the price of the Allen organ.  

The list price on the Allen Bravura L332 organ is $ 104,000.00 and they are giving us a 19% 

discount selling it to us at $ 81,070.00.  Scott Hettenbach commented since there is already $ 

40,000.00 in the organ fund that the actual cost would be $ 40,000.00 to $ 41,000.00 less the 

money from the Casavant being sold and they were asking for authorization for a slightly   

higher amount ($45,000.00) to cover unexpected expenses. 

 

Votes were taken by ballot.  The final vote of one hundred thirty six (136) votes was broken 

down to Yes at one hundred twenty seven (127) and No at nine (9).  The motion passed. 

 

Scott Hettenbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Joel Sauter, Secretary 

(Continued from page 8) 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT REPORT FOR 2015 

 

The Church Council picked up where we left off in 2014 with several goals to accomplish.  The leader-

ship of the Council worked well together and enabled the church to make progress and attain our goals.  I 

would like to personally thank the outgoing Council members for their dedication and time to make a  

difference in the church.  The retiring members include Daryl Helfert and Kristie Kirsch (Trustees),   

Lisa Huck and Randy Hahn (Elders), and Wendell Burkhardt and Scott Hettenbach (Deacons). 

We have several members of Church Council who serve on other committees including the Search Com-

mittee which is charged with the very important task of finding our next Senior Pastor.  The Committee 

has been working diligently on screening applicants, doing phone interviews, and putting our faith in the 

Lord to bring the right person to St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.  Our Search Committee is comprised 

of Wendell Burkhart (Chair), Bob Koch, Linda Hobbs, Lee Jerstad, Earl Smith, Verna Hudson, 

Kookie Ruminer,  Keith Krietenstein, Dee McDonald, Scott Hettenbach (ex- officio/Council Presi-

dent). 

Here are significant events that happened in our church this past year. 

 We celebrated our 125th Anniversary. 

 We approved the purchase of a new electronic organ which has been installed in the sanctuary, 

and dedicated during our October 125th Anniversary Celebration. 

 Rev. Lynn Marino has submitted her retirement as of April 3rd 2016, after 12 years of service. 

 We hired Carolyn Howard as our new organist. 

 We hired a part time interim minister, Rev. Linda Presley, in April to help with the pastoral     

responsibilities of the church. 

 We have begun the tuck pointing on the building to help with maintenance issues that have been 

neglected for years. 

 Our secretary, Mary Peterson, will retire after 13 years of service effective March 25th, 2016. 

 The Search Committee has been assembled to find a new Senior pastor and Associate Pastor to 

move the church forward for the future. 

 We upgraded our computer systems in the office so we can function more efficiently and effec-

tively. 

I would like to thank Pastor Lynn for her leadership in working together for the betterment of our church 

and preparing us for the future.  Also, I would like to thank our secretary, Mary, for helping me and the 

council in whatever we needed.  As we move forward, it takes a team effort to ensure everything is being 

taken care of no matter how small the job.  I would like to thank all staff members and volunteers who 

make St. Paul’s what it is today.   

Lastly, I would like to thank my family for supporting me in my role as President because we have had 

numerous meeting and late nights dealing with all the priorities of the church and my wife, Crissy, for 

letting me make GOD first in our lives with the calling he has for our church.  I am looking forward to 

growing in GOD’s word and am excited for what he has in store for this church as we transition to the 

future. We all have to be in this together and have faith in what he will bring to our church. 

In GOD’s Word, 

Scott Hettenbach 

Church Council President, Deacon 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2015 

REV. LYNN OLIVER MARINO 

 

In many ways I find it hard to believe this is my 12th Annual Report!  It is a long time for a pas-

tor to serve a congregation and in many ways the years have passed quickly.  This past year has 

been one of many challenges, as well as much celebration.  The months have been full and 

much has happened in our life together at St. Paul’s UCC. 

It has been a difficult year for all of us as we have had to say “good bye” to many in our church 

family. Many of our long time members have died during the past year.  Some are no longer 

able to physically make it to worship with us.  Still others left to be part of other church fami-

lies.  The metaphor of a congregation as “family” means we grieve those losses just as we 

grieve the loss of loved ones in our own families. Such losses have also had a significant impact 

financially. 

This past year marked our 125th Anniversary as a congregation.  In May, we celebrated with a 

wonderful Family Fun Fest which included live music provided by several great bands, as well 

as our own Praise Singers.  Lots of fun activities for children and adults, great food and fellow-

ship, along with perfect weather, all made for a fantastic event.  A special thanks to Daphne 

Owen, Kim Armstrong and Pam Schuck who spearheaded the Fun Fest and to all who helped 

make it such a special day.  We also had a 125th Anniversary Committee which met for several 

months to plan and organize yet another celebration for the fall.  Sunday, October 25th, found 

our sanctuary packed with worshippers celebrating this significant milestone in our church life.   

We were blessed to have Dr. David Greenhaw, president of Eden Theological Seminary, as our 

guest preacher.  After many, many years of discussion and decision making, it also marked the 

dedication of our new Allen Bravura L-332 organ which had been installed just one week previ-

ous.  We so appreciate all the work Bill Barrett did in helping us in the selection process for this 

new instrument which will enhance worship for generations to come.  Mark X. Hatfield shared 

his musical gifts with us not only for the worship service, but for a pre-service concert which 

highlighted the extensive capabilities of the new instrument.  The music was incredible and 

much enjoyed by all.  Following our joyous worship, we headed to the gym where we feasted 

on a wonderful meal catered by Schnitzelbank.  The walls of the gym held photo collages pre-

pared by various families, Sunday School Classes, groups, and individuals of events in our con-

gregational life – both recent and years past.  Bob Dreier and Louis Buschkill provided a histor-

ical display which remains in the hallway off the parking lot for folks to enjoy.  Sincere thanks 

to Lisa Huck, Crissy Hettenbach, Debbie Kerns, Daphne Owen, Nicole Hoffman, and Terri 

Carl, who worked with me to make this event happen.  As a special part of our 125th Anniver-

sary Celebration, Jeff and Stetson Ludwig along with “Big Bird” (a remote controlled aerial 

camera), took an all church picture on the front steps of the sanctuary.  The theme for our cele-

bration was “Trust in the Promise…of a Future with Hope”, based on Jeremiah 29:11.  Jan 

Thuerbach, with assistance from Linda Hobbs and Kim Merkel, crafted beautiful banners which 

visually express the significance of our anniversary celebration.  We not only recognize the rich 

heritage of the past while celebrating God’s blessings in the present, but we look to the future as 

we discern where God is calling us in mission and ministry.  

There were major personnel changes during the year.  After several years as Director of Discov-

ery Worship, Daphne Owen stepped down at the end of August.  She has done an incredible job 

providing inspiring music each and every week to enhance our 11:00 worship experience.  We 

sincerely appreciate all she has done to move our music ministry forward.  As it turned out, her 

replacement was right here among our current musical talent.  Kasey Gathercole and Katie 

Maurer became Co-Directors of Discovery Worship and are doing a fine job providing us with 

wonderful music each week.  Amanda Batts, who returned to our staff in the fall of 2014 as  
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Director of Traditional Worship, continues to do a wonderful job directing our Traditional 

Choir and Bell Choir.  She also graciously filled in as organist for most of the year as we 

searched for someone to fill the position.  This fall, Katie Maurer also took over accompanying 

the Traditional Choir.  I am pleased to report that we now have a new organist!  Carolyn How-

ard, who has served as organist and/or choir director at many local churches and also teaches 

private music lessons (vocal and piano) to children and adults, began as our organist in Decem-

ber.  We are very fortunate to have her on our staff.  I would also like to give a special thank 

you to Rick Hobbs who serves as back-up organist, keyboardist, and in a myriad of other posi-

tions in our music ministry.  We are so blessed that he is always ready and willing to step in to 

help.  Sincere thanks to all who give of your time and talent in the music ministry of St. Paul’s 

UCC as singers, ringers, instrumentalists, accompanists or any combination of these.  Thank 

you for feeding my soul in worship each and every week!  This year we also experienced a 

change in our Worship Tech position.  Jacob Owen has done a super job for the past several 

years accommodating the various requests from musicians for each of the services, assuming 

responsibility for projection needs during worship, as well as monitoring the sound levels.  

When Jacob left this position in late summer, we were most fortunate to have DJ MacLeod, 

who held this position previously, return to the staff.  He has done a wonderful job and is al-

ways ready and willing to do whatever needs to be done to fill this very important role on Sun-

day mornings.  This summer also saw a change in our church office as Lisa Huck came “on 

board” as Assistant Treasurer, a position that had previously been filled by Mary Peterson, our 

Church Secretary.  Lisa has worked hard learning the various responsibilities this crucial job 

entails.  The staffing change has allowed Mary to reduce her hours in the office to 32 each 

week.  Lisa also fills in as church secretary when Mary is on vacation or ill, which has worked 

well and provides continuity.  This transition has gone well and we much enjoy having Lisa on 

the church staff.   

There have certainly been significant changes in our pastoral staff.  Fortunately, Dr. Bob Koch 

was available and willing to step in to help during the first part of the year.  We had many 

deaths in our church family during the first three months of 2015, in addition to the usual hospi-

tal and shut-in visits.  I am so very grateful for his help.  In mid-April, our part-time interim, 

Rev. Linda Presley, joined the pastoral staff.  Linda is working approximately 20 hours each 

week with her major focus being on pastoral care.  She shares worship responsibilities each 

week and preaches once per month.  She has also taught some adult Sunday School classes.  

This fall, Linda has dedicated much time and energy to instituting and overseeing Children 

Worship and Wonder for our 4yr olds through 3rd graders which has replaced Children’s 

Church.  I so appreciate having Linda as a pastoral colleague and sharing ministry with her.  We 

do our best to fulfill the pastoral responsibilities previously covered by two full-time pastors, 

but we also recognize that a reduction in the ministerial staff to 1½ , has an impact. 

We have had a busy, as well as challenging year on Church Council with some positive-

spirited, dedicated folks serving all of us well.  A special “thank you” to our Executive Com-

mittee members:  Scott Hettenbach, president; Wendell Burkhart, vice president; Polly Ellison, 

Treasurer; Keith Kolb, financial secretary; and Joel Sauter, secretary.  As the year ends we pre-

pare to say “good bye” to those who are completing their terms on Church Council:  Elders, Li-

sa Huck and Randy Hahn; Deacons, Wendell Burkhart and Scott Hettenbach; and Trustees, 

Daryl Helfert and Kristie Kirsch.  Thank you for all you have done for the mission and ministry 

of St. Paul’s UCC during your years of service on Church Council. 

I could not end this report without a huge “THANK YOU” to the great staff with whom I am 

privileged to work.  To Mary, who does such an amazing job balancing the countless tasks nec-

essary to keep the church office running smoothly; to Lisa, who is doing a fine job learning the 
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many responsibilities of the Assistant Treasurer; to Theresa and Jim, who do a super job keep-

ing our facilities looking top notch; to Amanda, Kasey, Katie, and Carolyn, who provide won-

derful music that enhances our worship week after week; to Kim, who does a fantastic job with 

our Youth Ministry, as well as the Open Gym Ministry; to Pam, who continually provides great 

educational experiences and fellowship activities for our children, youth, and young adults; to 

Stacey, who makes our nursery a safe, caring, and inviting place for the babies and toddlers in 

our church family; to DJ, who does a great job as our worship tech providing for the needs of 

our musicians, as well as the pastors; to JJ who brings such energy and enthusiasm to our Open 

Gym kids.  Thank you all for your dedication to the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s UCC.  It 

has been a joy to work with all of you! 

This marks my final Annual Report as I look ahead to retirement in April of 2016. It has been 

an honor to serve as one of your pastors these past 12 years.  I thank God for the ministry we 

have accomplished together and look forward to this next adventure in my life journey.  Thank 

you for your friendship and support and for the privilege of serving as one of your pastors.  You 

have an excellent Search Committee which has been meeting diligently since last summer.  I 

am confident the Holy Spirit will lead them to the person who can best serve as your next pastor 

in the not-so-distant-future.  God has great plans for the congregation of St. Paul’s United 

Church of Christ on the corner of 12th and Michigan Streets!  What a wonderful legacy not only 

to celebrate as a church family, but to continue to build upon for generations to come.  I pray   

God’s continuing blessings upon this community of faith.  

        Yours in Christ,    

        Lynn 
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PASTOR LINDA PRESLEY’S 

2015 INTERIM MINISTRY REPORT 

I began part time Interim ministry with you the Sunday after Easter, April 2015.  I have worked 

on Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday, as well as filling in when Pastor Lynn was on vacation.  As 

your Interim Pastor my ministry has been devoted to pastoral care, worship leader, and teacher. 

Pastoral Care 

Since April I have represented St Paul’s UCC by my presence and prayer calling weekly on 

shut ins and patients in hospitals.  Listening to their stories and hearing their favorite 

scriptures and hymns have helped me know some of the history of St Paul’s and of their 

involvement in the ministry that continues to go on among its members.  Some of these 

shut-ins enjoy keeping up to date on what is happening through the newsletter and 

weekly bulletins.   

I have helped families through the grieving process before and after their loved ones pass-

ing.  This has involved visits with family members and the planning and leading in   

Celebrations of Life. 

As an interim minister part of my responsibility is to listen and help people work through 

their hurt and anger from a former pastor’s leaving.  I have had several opportunities to 

do so and pray that some of the hurt and anger has by now dissipated. 

Another responsibility has been to observe and make  suggestions  for changes.  Change is 

never easy yet it is a reality.  To make it easier for the next Pastor I have tried to get 

people to use the Ritual of Friendship pads and have suggested wearing name tags on 

Sunday mornings. 

Worship Leadership  

I have enjoyed assisting in weekly worship and preaching once a month.  Planning and 

leading in worship keeps me grounded in the word of God and allows me to share the 

Good News.  I have often included children or youth in services I plan.  It was a joy to 

work with our Discovery Music directors in planning the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve   

worship service. 

I encouraged staff to attend a Children Worship & Wonder Training and then helped lead    

a mini training here at St Paul’s.  We began the program in November with an introduc-

tion session for parents and children.  I was the storyteller for Advent.  This was a joy 

for me as I got to know some St Paul’s children on a name basis and they began to know 

me as one of their Pastors.  I have started this program in two other churches and it con-

tinues to meet the needs of parents and children in faith development.  I pray it will con-

tinue to do so here. 

Teaching 

Because my ministry in the past has focused on children and youth I have given suggestions 

and materials to Pam and Kim on children and youth programing that may enhance and 

already excellent ministry.  I helped coordinate a Pentecost Intergenerational event dur-

ing the Sunday School hour which involved singing, bubble blowing, readers theater by 

youth, and birthday cake!  

In the Summer and Fall I helped teach the Triple T Class. 
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

2015 YEAR-END REPORT 

It is hard to believe another year has passed.  I am very grateful to have spent the last three years 

serving our youth and community ministries, and I am looking forward to 2016.  I can’t wait to see 

what God has in store for us!  Here is a glimpse of our past year: 

Youth – 2015 began with a trip to Paoli Peaks to go snow tubing, a Walmart Scavenger Hunt to buy 

needed items for United Caring Services, and the 2nd annual Valentine’s Day Dinner and Show – 

Surfin’ Sweethearts.  As always, we also helped prepare and serve the lunch for the Annual Congre-

gational Meeting, accepting donations for our 2015 Mission Trip.  On February 1st, the youth began 

leading an adult Sunday school class in the Chapel based on the UCC Global Ministries’ curriculum, 

R.E.A.D.Y.  It was a new and exciting endeavor that brought youth and adults together in a learning 

environment.   

The spring brought the IKC Spring Connection at Merom and thoughts of Easter and Graduations.  

On March 25, the Sr. High attended the Annual Agape meal, and watched a movie while filling East-

er Eggs for the Easter Egg hunt.  In April, we had 13 youth and 2 adults attend Spring Connection at 

Merom.  Then, in May we added to our list of traditions: a special Sr. High worship service honoring 

our seniors and wishing them well in their next phase of life.  We had 4 participating graduates. 

Summer was exciting with our Mission Trip, various summer camps, and 2 German visitors.  In 

June, we went to Atlanta, GA to participate in a DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach & 

Reflection) mission trip.  We experienced hands-on, face-to-face work with those experiencing 

homelessness in Atlanta, GA.  We worked in soup kitchens, urban gardens, and a warehouse that 

ships books to Africa.  We walked the streets handing out peanut butter sandwiches and water to 

folks sleeping on the sidewalk.  Most importantly, we learned how to respect those who are living 

different lives than us.  All people are God’s children and they have hopes and dreams, just the same 

as we do. 

When we returned home, several youth washed their clothes and packed their bags again for summer 

camp at Merom.  Five youth went to the Faith Journey’s Camp, one went to All Ages, and six went 

to Creative Spirit.   

July brought us two wonderful visitors from Germany.  This year, we have had the honor of having 

two of our St. Paul’s Youth accepted into the Indiana Kentucky Conference’s Young Ambassador’s 

program.  Litsa IronRope and Shelby Scott spent the year meeting with 13 other youth in our confer-

ence, building leadership skills, and growing in their UCC faith.  The 15 American Ambassadors 

hosted 15 German Ambassadors in July.  Litsa and Shelby hosted two of them, Anne and Kira, who 

came to St. Paul’s on July 12 and 26.  On the 12th, Kira presented our congregation with a gift of a 

clock made out of Sheefa, which is a material used in their village to roof houses, and Anne present-

ed us with a t-shirt and mug depicting her church.  All four girls spoke to the congregation on the 26th 

about their adventures at Merom, Washington DC, and Louisville.  We were also able to visit St. 

Louis as a smaller group.  It was a very busy, yet invigorating time for them.  The entire group of 

Americans and Germans became very close and many tears were shed on July 31st when we went to 

the airport in Indianapolis to say good-bye for the year.  They are looking forward to July 2016, 

when the American Ambassadors go to Germany.  I’ve never seen a group get so close and love each 

other the way this group did.  It was a true blessing to work with them. 

As summer break came to a close and a new school year lurked around the corner, we took 27 youth 

on our regular trip to Holiday World to have some last-minute fun in the sun.  We were also able to 

sneak in a trip to Burdette and the movies!   

A new school year means a new church planning year for me, and with some new leadership in area 

churches, I took the opportunity to renew the ETSA Youth Collaborative group.  This is a group of 

youth leaders in our conference.  The purpose of this group is to “have combined events to create a 
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critical mass of local UCC and DOC youth.  This is also an intentional effort for our youth to get to 

know each other before NYE 2016.”  Our planning brought some fun events for our youth.  In Sep-

tember we went to Bethel UCC for mud kickball, which was a muddy blast.  In October, aside from 

our parking lot efforts at the Fall Festival, we also enjoyed the Crop Walk, which was a huge success!  

The Crop Walk leaders reported that they had more youth participating and more money raised than 

in years past.  What a wonderful testament to our youth! 

In November, we planned and participated in the IKC Fall Assembly.  A few of our youth and some 

youth from Indianapolis and Louisville worked together to come up with the theme of The Hunger 

Games, using the Beatitudes as our Biblical focus.  Our kids did a fantastic job leading the retreat in 

icebreakers, Vespers, program blocks, and Worship.  I am always so proud of them!  On November 

8th, we held an informational meeting about the National Youth Event that will be held on July 26-30, 

2016 in Lake Buena Vista, FL (Disney World).  About 15 youth and 5-6 adults have shown interest.  

This event will take the place of our regular week-long mission trip in 2016.   

Since we did not have a confirmation class this year, I felt we still needed to reach out to Uspiritus in 

Louisville, so we took mostly Jr. High youth shopping for a cottage of 13 teenage boys.  On Novem-

ber 21st, we took the youth to Louisville to deliver the gifts.  We were also able to meet 8 boys who 

live at Uspiritus.  We had a little pizza party and took them bowling for the afternoon.  Our youth  

really loved meeting the boys and we had great fun together! 

The year wrapped up in December with the Progressive Dinner and our traditional Elf Night.  Thanks 

to all the families who hosted our group and helped with Elf night to make sure the end of our year 

was a successful one!!   

Outreach – It seems that this year was the year of trying out new ideas for programming.  I am ex-

tremely grateful for the support we have for our community outreach.  The number of kids and fami-

lies we help seems to grow each month.  With Rick Hobbs and The Breakfast Club, we have contin-

ued the Neighborhood Brunch the last Saturday of every month.  This year we have added Hope’s 

Closet to that ministry.  Hope’s Closet is located on the 3rd floor behind the Sanctuary.  It is open at 

the same time as the Neighborhood Brunch.  This is a clothing store where a child can get a whole 

outfit for a dollar or less.  The idea is to give our older youth the opportunity to work in the store, 

earning items, but also acquiring skills that will eventually enable us to give them work references.   

It has been fun watching the kids find the clothes they need and proudly pay for them!  Of course, if 

there is ever a need and no money, we give the child what they need.  Our inventory includes mostly 

school-appropriate clothing, but we are not limited to school clothes.  We also have jeans, sweat 

shirts, etc… 

As for Open Gym, the year began with us averaging about 30 children every Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday.  At the end of the year, we were averaging 40-55 children every day we were open.  

During the school-year, we are open 3-5 p.m.  This past summer, however, we opened 2-4 p.m. since 

the kids were out of school and would stay with us all day long if they had the chance.  In January 

2015, I tried a program I called U Got Skillz. This was a life skills team that met every Wednesday 

during Open Gym (4-5pm).  We did activities and talked about ways of handling peer pressure, how 

to react when we are upset, and basic decision-making skills.  We had about 9-12 kids choose to 

come each week for 16 weeks.  At the end of the 16 weeks, the committed participants were invited 

to a field trip to Sky Zone.   

2015 also brought a great relationship with USI’s Social Work professor, Kathy Elpers, and her stu-

dents.  Her spring class meets in our building every Thursday.  They spend an hour on class work, 

then come to the gym and youth rooms to work with our neighborhood children during Open Gym.  

They will be doing the same thing in 2016, which is a great help to our ministry. Other avenues of 

support include a new relationship with the Vice Principal at Helfrich STEM Academy and the ap-

proval by the council to hire another paid person to help with Open Gym.  I have not yet found the 

right person, but I am currently working on it. 
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We continued with our Health and Care Fairs this year, offering hygiene items, haircuts, and basic 

information on healthy living and caring for one’s self.  We also held the annual rummage sale in 

June.  This year, our focus was not on raising a lot of money, but rather gives the kids something to 

work on and use some for the items for our own clothing bank as well as give to other community 

organizations that can use these items.  Neighborhood children helped set up and price items. This 

earned them items from the sale. 

Some of the special events we offered to the neighborhood children this year included field trips to 

Orange Leaf, Mayse Farms, Franklin Lanes, and Sky Zone.  On April 15th, we welcomed 4 veterans 

and their Soldier Dogs to talk to the kids about the dogs and their program.  We had about 45 kids 

that day listening intently to these men.  I had never witnessed them sitting so quietly and listening.  

It was a great experience for all of us!  We also tried the garden again this year.  About 7 children 

signed up to help.  They started seedlings and we planted in May.  We had an over-abundance of 

Okra and peppers, but the tomatoes didn’t do as well.  The kids do enjoy going out and picking the 

veggies and fruit.   

Over the summer, Jeanine Koehler and I took children to the library once a week to participate in the 

EVPL Summer Reading Program.  We had five kids participate every Monday 1:30-3:30 p.m.  We 

went to a different library each week.  Summer always brings lower numbers of kids in Open Gym, 

which is nice so we can do projects that require more supervision.  For example, our summer includ-

ed fun activities like tie-dying t-shirts, water games with a slip-n-slide, awesome kickball games, and 

learning how to play pool on our newly donated pool table.  We also had our 4th of July cookout for 

the neighborhood.  The attendees were mostly kids and a good time was had by all! 

Unfortunately (from the kid’s point of view), summer came to an end and school supplies were in 

great demand.  As usual, Rick and Linda Hobbs, Josh Merkel, DJ McLeod, and their backpack crew 

served over 100 children with everything they needed to start school.  Also, I took 12 children shop-

ping for school clothes (whatever we did not have in our clothes closet).  It is a true blessing to be the 

person in the front line to see and experience the gratitude of the children and their families.  The first 

week of Open Gym after school started, I had a number of children thank me for what the church has 

provided for them.  It is a true gift to be able to take the kids shopping, let them find clothes that fit 

them, and see the excitement on their face that they have what they need for school.  Shoes were the 

most exciting.  To have shoes that fit and look good means the world to them.  The hugs and tears 

and laughter were more than I could handle.  They know we are Christians by our love!   

Speaking of gratitude, in November we held our annual Thanksgiving Feast for the neighborhood.  

Rick and his crew made a fantastic meal for us.  We had more kids come than usual.  All together we 

fed about 30 people.  November also brought to my attention a free curriculum offered by Dove for 

girls ages 11-14, called Free To Be Me. The program is based on self-esteem and making good deci-

sions.  We had up to 12 girls participate each Monday for 6 weeks.  On the last week, I treated them 

to a nice gift of “girly” fun.  They now want to continue to have a “girls only” day in the future. 

Finally, with the Christmas holiday approaching, I had several groups contact me for names of fami-

lies they could help with gifts and Christmas dinners.  I gave about 12 addresses to the Riverbend  

Association and they delivered a full Christmas meal to the families listed.  The Franklin Street 

Events Association donated Christmas gifts to 6 deserving families.  Our very own His Body Builders 

Class bought gifts for one of our larger neighborhood families.  And one of our member’s work place 

took some names to buy gifts.  It was an overwhelming year of giving.  I am just the “middle wom-

an” giving names and delivering to the families.  Each year I am humbled by the generosity of our 

community and the gratitude of the recipients.  I have the blessing of hugging them and shedding 

tears with them as our community gives and receives.  What a wonderful way to end the year and 

begin anew. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kim Armstrong 
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 2015 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Here we are again with yet another year behind us!  The Children’s Ministry events for the year 2015 are 

as follows:   

We were going to start  our year off in February with a trip to the Inflatable Fun Factory but we had to 

postpone due to inclement weather.  So on March 8th, we finally made our trip to the “Inflatable Fun  

Factory” where 17  children and youth  had lots of fun “Jumping for Joy.”  On March 24th we took a 

“girls” trip to AMC to see “Cinderella.”  There were several Mom’s and Grandma’s who went along for 

the fun.  On April 5th which was Easter morning, we had our Annual Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt with 

a special appearance from the Easter Bunny!!!!  This was the first time we tried this event on Easter 

morning and it seemed to be a hit with most of our families.  On June 28th we had a Picnic and Swim day 

at Howell Park which happened to be the same day that the Blue Angels were flying around so the kids 

had a really great time that day.   

Instead of our usual week of VBS, we tried something a little different and  on August 8th, we had a    

Super VBS Saturday.  We started out with the usual VBS activities at church and after lunch we headed 

to the Koch “CMoe” Children’s Museum for several hours of fun.  We had 17 children and 20 volunteers 

who helped with this day.  As we reached Fall, our October 31st event was “Trunk or Treat Fall Festival”.  

We had lots of fun activities and crafts for the children and we served chili and hot dogs and cookies.  

Attendance was very good and most all of our “Trunks” were empty by the end of the event.  This year 

we have started having “Young Adult Gatherings” and the first one was held on November 8th.  While 

the adults met and had snacks and appetizers, the children had their own special menu and lots of fun  

activities to keep them busy.  This group has decided that they would like to meet sometime on the sec-

ond weekend of each month going forward.  Some of their time together will be mission work while oth-

er times will be just fellowship and family time.  The children will have activities going on while their 

parents are meeting.  This group is made up of single adults as well as  married couples.  There will be 

some activities that they will do as a group and other activities that will be split out between the 2 groups 

and they welcome anyone that would like to join.  If you have any questions, please contact Nicole Hoff-

man or Pam Schuck.     

On November 22nd we had our “Hauling of the Greens” day.  The young adults stayed after church and 

enjoyed lunch and then got busy getting out all of the Christmas Decorations out and setting up the trees 

with lights so we could make Theresa’s job much easier.  While the parents were busy, the children and 

youth were all busy decorating their Sunday School rooms.  December we were busy working on prepar-

ing the gift bags for each of our Shut-In members.  They each received a large bag with all kinds of 

goodies and a pretty poinsettia and most all were picked up the following Sunday for delivery.  Our chil-

dren made pretty ornaments and Christmas Cards for each bag.  We know how much this means to these 

church family members who can’t make it to church.  This just lets them know that we still love and care 

about each one of them and they are always in our prayers.   

On Saturday Dec 19th, we had our “Breakfast with Santa”.  A wonderful waffle and pancake breakfast 

was served by our hard working “Kitchen Crew” and the children made Christmas Ornaments while   

patiently awaiting the arrival of Santa.  Santa took time to find out what each of the children’s wishes 

were for Christmas Day and it was a perfect time for pictures and he  even took the time to read a favor-

ite Christmas story.  Before he left, he joined in singing some of the children’s favorite Holiday songs.    

It was a great morning for all.  And we would like to say a BIG  “Thank You”  to our Kitchen Crew who 

have always been ready to help out with food whenever they were asked.   

 

Blessing to all in 2016!!!! 

Pam Schuck, Director of Children’s Ministry 
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ELDERS REPORT FOR 2015 

In 2015, the Elders have again faithfully served the St. Paul's family.  Each year brings changes 

that challenge the Church Council and congregation.  The Elders continued to stay focused on 

our spiritual service to the church members and staff.  Several members also served on the com-

mittee to plan the 125th Anniversary celebration.   

 

In 2015, we served communion to 1652 people on nine different occasions as Ash Wednesday 

was canceled due to bad weather.  Of that number, our pastoral staff served the sacraments to 

fifty-two of our members who could not attend our services, but continue to be part of our St. 

Paul's family. 

 

I sincerely thank my fellow Elders;  Terri Carl, Randy Hahn, Debbie Kerns, Patty LeGrange, 

and Joel Sauter for all their support and dedication to the duties of the Elders.  Communion 

Sundays are a very important part of the spiritual life of St. Paul’s and the Elders were always 

there to serve.  Also, thanks to other members of the Church Council who assisted in the serv-

ing of Communion.    

 

2015 will bring more very important changes to St. Paul’s, with new pastoral leadership and 

church staff.   I want to express my gratitude and thanks to our Pastors Lynn and Linda for con-

tinuing to lead our congregation with deep spirituality and faith.   

Blessings, Lisa Huck, Head Elder 2015 

DEACON’S REPORT 2015 

Stewardship Campaign 

 The trend for Pledges for the last three years continues to decline as shown below: 

  Pledges for 2014 were $418,062 (170 units) 

                       Pledges for 2015 were $359,392 (144 units) 

  Pledges for 2016 are $293,000 (110 units) (as of 12/31/15) 

To complete the financial picture, we had a deficit of $7,766.09 of income compared to 

expenses for calendar year 2015.  All facts considered we are going to have a challeng-

ing year financially.   This issue is highlighted in light of the decisions the church will 

need to make regarding the hiring of a new pastor(s) in 2016. 

New Deacons 

This year, two Deacons will be leaving the Council.  Saying goodbye to these two indi-

viduals is a great loss as they were also President and Vice-President of the Church 

Council.  Thanks to each of you, Scott Hettenbach and Wendell Burkhardt!  You have 

led our church family through some very challenging times.  Each of you will be greatly 

missed on the Council.  At the same time we welcome two new Deacons…Kris Igle-

heart-Mindrup and John Deppen.  I am certain they will each be a great asset to the 

Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Keith Krietenstein, Head Deacon 
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2015 TRUSTEES REPORT 

 

The past year proved to be another busy and challenging year for the Trustees.  Although there were on-

ly two significant projects approved at the January 25, 2015 Annual Meeting, numerous other problems 

arose throughout the year which required our attention.  Thanks to the efforts of the Trustees, the custo-

dial staff, and a bevy of volunteers, we were able to complete the approved projects and also address the 

unforeseen issues which needed repair and maintenance.  Each project that was approved is listed below 

with a brief description of the status of it. 

Repair of facility masonry joints (tuck pointing) – N. M. Bunge, Inc. was contracted to perform the 

necessary repairs to the masonry joints on the following exterior walls: south and west walls of 

the sanctuary; all exterior walls of the bell tower; and the west wall of the 1935 addition.  Deteri-

orating mortar was/is being removed and replaced.  Waterproofing is being performed as needed.  

Work is continuing and will be completed as weather permits. 

Replace flooring in downstairs men’s restroom in educational building – new tile flooring has been 

installed. 

Among the other repair and maintenance issues which were addressed throughout the year as they arose 

were the following items. 

The HVAC units servicing the Youth Room (room 109) were replaced. 

The sump pump in the old boiler room (“dungeon”) was replaced.  Adjustments and cleaning were 

required on a number of other occasions. 

The Wicks pipe organ, installed in 1946, and the pipes were removed and sold to a private individual 

who intends to employ it for personal use. 

The new digital organ and speakers were installed in October.  Electrical service was extended and 

upgraded. 

Leaks in the roof over the educational building and chapel were repaired at various times. 

With the help of several volunteers, the second pastor’s office was cleaned and repainted prior to 

Pastor Linda Presley’s arrival. 

Sonitrol equipment was upgraded. 

Pavement joints outside the north entrance were cleaned and sealed to prevent infiltration of water 

and hopefully avoid heaving of the pavement in front of the doors. 

The locking mechanisms of the south exterior sanctuary doors were repaired. 

As with last year, the combined efforts of the Trustees, custodial staff, and numerous volunteers helped 

to keep our church and other facilities in good shape for everyone to use and enjoy. 

A very big “Thank you!” to our fine custodial staff, Theresa Bogan and Jim Kerns, who again have done 

an excellent job of maintaining the facilities in excellent condition.  Joyce Hendrix once again did the 

bulk of the outdoor maintenance, keeping the lawn areas neatly mowed and doing an excellent job with 

maintaining and improving the landscaping. 

Special thanks to this past years Trustees: Kristie Kirsch, Rick Hobbs, Bob Koch and Dan Hoffman.  

Their hard work and dedication have contributed to the success of this year.  Thanks also to the many 

volunteers who pitched in on numerous occasions when asked to help out. 

 

Thanks again to everyone who lent their time and talents to helping maintain and improve our beautiful 

church!! 

 

Daryl Helfert, Head Trustee 
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2015 SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT  

 

Due to our numbers being down over the summer months, we have been having a “One Room  

Summer Sunday School”  program in which we  combine all of our children, grades K – 5th ,  

and we show  various Biblical  DVD movies with the teachers doing a rotation.  Before the Fall 

session started, the youth teachers requested that  we go back and split the classes so we now 

have K-2nd and 3rd – 5th   and both classes are using a new material called The Deep Blue. 

 

Rally Day was held on September 13th.  We honored our teachers and staff at the 11:00 service.  

Bud Nendel decided that as of October 1st he would resign as the teacher of the Day By Day 

Crusaders class after teaching for 31 years.  He was presented with a nice gift for all of his 

years of service, and it is with deep sadness that the class will no longer be meeting.  Members 

of this class will be joining other existing classes.  Other service awards were given to John 

Deppen, Keith Kolb and Dennis Schuck for 10 years of service of working in the Sunday 

School office; June Pillow for 20 years of service; and Bill and Jan Thuerbach for 25 years of 

service of teaching.  Following the 11:00 service, everyone met in the gym for a wonderful 

fried chicken picnic lunch.  We served about 100 people.  The children had a great time playing 

on the inflatable out in the courtyard while the adults played a few rounds of cornhole.     

 

December was a busy month.  Our children helped to make ornaments for our Shut-Ins as well 

as Christmas Cards.  On December 20th the younger children’s classes celebrated Christmas 

with a “Happy Birthday Jesus” party.  This year the Sunday School department made Christmas 

donations to Uspiritus, Hoyleton Children’s Home and Crossroads/Ft Wayne Children’s Home.  

We received a very generous donation from the Triangle Class in the amount of $300.00 which 

was greatly appreciated. 

    

Once again, we would like to say a “Thank You” to our Sunday School Staff who continue to 

keep our records and collect our offering and place our orders for all of our materials.  Also to 

all of our very dedicated teachers who volunteer their time and talents to come and teach our 

classes each and every Sunday.  Emily Endress has a new job and has moved to Indianapolis so 

will no longer be helping to teach our 3rd – 5th Grade class.  We will miss her but want to say 

“Thank You” for all you have done by sharing your talents of teaching and best of luck as you 

begin your next adventure in life. 

  

If you aren’t currently attending a Sunday School class and would be interested, please check 

out the listing of classes that we offer or contact Pam Schuck if you have any questions.  I am 

sure we will be able to find a class that would be of interest to you.  Or if you would like to help 

out in any of our classes please let me know as we can always use volunteers.  We continue to 

look for ways to enhance our Sunday School programs each year so please contact me if you 

have any ideas. 

 

Pam Schuck 

Director of Children’s Ministries 
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2015 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS & OFFICERS  

ASST. SUPERINTENDENT  1983 Janey Egli 

TREASURER  2005 John Deppen 

ASSISTANT TREASURERS  2005 Keith Kolb 

ASSISTANT TREASURERS  2005 Dennis Schuck 

    

YOUTH CLASSES    

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  1966 Ladonna Hight 

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  1995 June Pillow 

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  2007 Emily Endress 

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  2011 Rachel Wambach 

JUNIOR HIGH IMPACT  2011 Don and Kim Armstrong 

CONFIRMATION CLASS  2004 Rev. Lynn Marino  

SENIOR HIGH  2011 Don and Kim Armstrong 

SENIOR HIGH  2013 Bill Barrett 

    

ADULT CLASSES    

DAY BY DAY CRUSADERS   1984 Bud Nendel 

TRIANGLE  1952 Janet Bumb 

TTT/ABRAHAMS TENT  2015 Cynthia Nendel 

HIS BODY BUILDERS  1990 Jan & Bill Thuerbach 

PIANIST  1982 Rick Hobbs 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS   Eloise Castleman 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS   Shannon Jackson 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS   Tracy Kolb 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS   Pam Schuck 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 

The Breakfast Club provides breakfast and coffee/tea each Sunday morning, helps fund and 

provide the meals for the Open Gym program, helps fund the school supply project, provides 

a neighborhood brunch the final Saturday of each month, processes and stores food donations 

& purchases, helps maintain kitchen equipment, and is available to consult on/provide special 

meals (Stewardship breakfast, dinners, and concessions for special events). During the past 

year, the Breakfast Club provided over 8000 meals through donations of food and Sunday 

morning breakfast donations.  Fund balance as of 12/31/2015 was $1219.57 (building towards 

the school supply project).  We need and appreciate your help and support.   

BEREAVEMENT MEAL REPORT FOR 2015 

 

Our very “special thanks” to our congregation and to all the people who helped serve, brought 

food, or supported us in anyway.  This committee cannot function without the help and support 

of everyone.   

This year, we provided meals for 10 of our members’ family and friends, serving approximately 

395 people, which includes the workers and staff.  If there is any food left and if the family 

doesn’t want to take any home, we take the food to the United Caring Services. 

This committee has a strong commitment to our members and their families, and we are privi-

leged to provide this service for them.  If we can improve this service or if you have suggestions 

for us, please let us or the office know.  If you are not on our calling list and would like to help 

serve, bring food, clean-up or help in any way, please let us know. 

These meals are provided for members of our congregation who have had a death in their fami-

ly for their family and close friends.  The meals are prepared for the number of people that is 

given to committee by the staff and for the help.  A members’ family is defined ONLY as a 

spouse, mother, father, child (natural, step or adopted), brother, sister grandparent, grandchild, 

present mothers and fathers-in-laws.   

Please feel free to let the church office, Pastors Lynn or Linda or a member of this Committee 

know if you are in need of our services. 

Again, we “thank you” and may God bless you all in 2016. 

Bereavement Meal Committee: 

Rosie Bogard--812-422-6518         Judy Batteiger--812-424-3935 

Pat Wittenbraker--812-853-8838     Colleen Heneisen--812-401-5140 
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2015 Fall Festival Parking Receipts & Distribution  

 
 

 
Distributions 

 

Receipts Lunch Evening Accessible Total Deposits 

Monday Open Gym 377 UCS 730 47 1154   

Tuesday Triangle 333 Triangle 810 40 1183 954 

Wednesday Staff Assoc 340 Body Builders 715 106 1161 1183 

Thursday UFCS 307 Youth 700 15 1022 1161 

Friday 1st
     Young Amb 982 

94 1753 1022 Friday2nd     TTT/

Abrahams 
677 

Saturday 1st
     Habitat 910 

15 1511 1753 Saturday 

2nd 

    Child. Min. 
586 

Tuesday             1711 

Total Lunch 1357 Evening 6110 317 7784 7784 

Expenses Distribution per Lunch Session Distribution per Evening Session 

9/30/15 

10/2/15 

  

Lowe’s: Tape 

Lowe’s: Paint 

29.87 

  5.02 

Receipts 1357 Receipts 6110 

Expense allocated 11.64 Expense allocated 23.28 

Total Expense 34.89 Net Profit 1345.36 Net Profit 6086.72 

Expense per session (12)   2.91 To General Fund 134.56 To General Fund 608.72 

Expense allocated to Lunch 

(4) 
11.64 

To be distributed 
1211.00 

To be distributed 
5478.00 

Expense allocated to Even-

ing (8) 
23.28 

Distribution per group 
302.75 

Distribution per group 
684.75 

Open Gym 302.75 

Staff Assoc 302.75 

Habitat 684.75 

United Caring Shelter 684.75 

His Body Builders 684.75 

Youth 684.75 

Children’s Ministry 684.75 

TTT Class/Abraham’s Tent 684.75 

United Family Counseling 302.75 

Young Ambassadors 684.75 

Triangle 987.50 

St. Paul’s General Fund 743.28 

Rick Hobbs-Expenses   34.72 

Accessible Parking Fund 317.00 

Total Distributions 7784.00 
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Foundation, Inc. 
Fiscal Year 2014 

 
 

Foundation Investment/Trust Funds 
 Year-End Balances 

Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2015 
 

Investment Funds @ Hilliard-Lyons\Vanguard Group 
Unrestricted Funds 
          Cash                                      $   2,814.10         
          Investments                               59,358.90               

Restricted Funds 
          Youth Fund – Mann Trust                         31,058.54    
          Scholarship Fund – Lively Trust                   66,072.62 
          Mission Outreach – Goebel Trust                       606,679.93 

      Total Investment Funds                               $    765,984.09  
        
Trust Funds @ 5

th
/3

rd
 Bank 

          Korbel Trust                                               $ 562,159.59         
          Higginbotham Trust                                       200,156.64  

     Total Trust Funds                                 762,316.23 
 
 
Total Investment and Trust Funds                                                       $ 1,528,300.32 
            
 
 
 
 

Annual Distributions 
October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015 

 
Distributions to Church General Budget Fund 
           Korbel Trust                     $   7,075.24 
           Higginbotham Trust                  17,058.00 
           Unrestricted Hilliard-Lyons Fund                             14,266.76 

       Total Distributions to General Budget Fund                                       $ 38,400.00 
 
Distributions to Other Church Programs 
           Member Seminary Support – Unrestricted Fund        2,600.00 
           Youth Fund – Mann Fund                                         1,400.00 
           Scholarship Fund – Lively Fund                                 3,000.00 
           Mission Outreach – Goebel Fund                             24,000.00     

       Total Distributions to Other Church Programs                                        31,000.00 

         

 Total Foundation Distributions                                         $ 69,400.00  
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HABITAT REPORT 

During the spring and summer of 2015, we completed the twelfth UCC/Disciples of Christ denomi-

national Habitat House as a partnership between the UCC/DOC churches and Traylor Brothers.  The 

house, at 530 S. Morton Avenue, was built with our partner family Randi Finn and her son.  St. 

Paul’s met our financial commitment of $3500 for the UCC/DOC Habitat house.  Funds come from 

donations by Sunday School classes, church groups, individuals, aluminum can recycling, and work-

ing the Fall Festival Parking Lot one day to raise money for Habitat. 

St. Paul’s has been involved with Habitat of Evansville from its beginning, and that continues today.  

Jan Thuerbach is a member of the Habitat’s Emeritus Board of Director’s and Lee Jerstad is on Habi-

tat’s staff as Communications Manager.  Several of St. Paul’s members participated in this year’s de-

nominational build, and our Kasey Gathercole sang a powerful piece at the house dedication. 

Lee Jerstad gave a moving presentation to St. Paul’s about her 2015 trip to Malawi, where she and 

other Habitat staff from around the US built two Habitat houses.  The need in Malawi is desperate, 

and Habitat homeowners there are selected as the neediest of the needy – frequently orphaned chil-

dren being raised by a grandmother or single parents struggling to survive.  In celebration of our 

100th anniversary 25 years ago, St. Paul’s sponsored a house for Habitat of Evansville, and we have 

proposed sponsoring a house for Habitat in Malawi in honor of our 125th anniversary.  The cost of a 

house sponsorship in Malawi is only $4000 - $4500.  While we are currently far short of that goal, we 

are optimistic that the people of St. Paul’s will continue to be generous in supporting this worthwhile 

ministry. 

     Respectfully Submitted, Linda Hobbs, Habitat Liaison 
  

SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Search Committee for a Senior Pastor at St. Paul’s UCC held its’ first meeting on 5/7/15 and was 

commissioned in both worship services on 5/17.  Utilizing information from the focus groups held in 

March, as well as other data and resources regarding St. Paul’s and the Evansville area, the 29-page 

St. Paul’s profile was completed in July.  After receiving approval from the Church Council in late 

July it was forwarded to the IKC Associate Conference Minister, Stephanie Weiner and posted on the 

UCC web site in late August.  During this time the St. Paul’s web site was updated to provide another 

“snapshot” of who we are. 

The committee’s attention then began focusing on the development of rating criteria and a method for 

tracking each candidate.  The first candidate profiles were received in early September and by the end 

of the year 36 profiles had been received and evaluated.  Profiles are generally about 15 pages in 

length and provide information about the person’s beliefs & accomplishments, educational and voca-

tional backgrounds, references and criminal background check reports.  Each candidate’s profile is 

read by committee members and then discussed in our meetings with a consensus of whether to drop 

or proceed with interviews.  Each candidate, and the IKC, are informed of the group’s decision.   

Interview questions for any initial phone interviews were developed and a “practice interview” was 

conducted.  The first phone interview was held in November and several more were conducted 

throughout November and December.  Based on the group’s consensus following each interview, 

candidates are again informed of decisions and additional information is requested, including a re-

quest to provide us with a sample sermon or sermons.  These are then reviewed by committee mem-

bers.  At the end of 2015, plans were being made for committee members to visit several of these 

candidates’ worship services in early 2016.  Two to four different members will make these trips. 

We appreciate the prayers and support of the congregation as we move through this process. 

Members of the Search Committee: 

Wendell Burkhart – Chairman, Verna Hudson, Linda Hobbs, Keith Krietenstein, Bob Koch,    

Lee Jerstad, Michele Ruminer, Dee McDonald, Earl Smith, Scott Hettenbach (Council President) 
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 HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE REPORT 2015 

 

Co-Chairmen:  Michelle Heneisen and Debbie Kerns 

Members:  Karen Daniel, Colleen Heneisen, Verna Hudson 

Staff:  Pastor Lynn Marino 

The Hospitality Committee serves to provide a welcoming feeling to visitors and members through our 

Hospitality Center in the Parish Hall and our “Coffee and Donut Socials”.  Information on St. Paul’s 

services, as well as, information regarding the Sunday School classes, music programs and more is 

available at the Hospitality Center and through committee members.  The Hospitality Center has be-

come a great place to organize sign up sheets for other committees and organizations within the church 

also.  Greeters welcome everyone as they enter for worship each week. A big “Thank You” to all the 

volunteers who greet people and answer questions anyone may have about St. Paul’s.  “Thank you” 

also to Mary Peterson for all she does, especially making sure our events are always announced in the 

bulletins. 

The “Coffee and Donut Socials” continue to be popular and well attended.  Donuts and drinks were 

provided in February, April, September, November and December.  On December 20th 10 dozen do-

nuts and 8 dozen donuts balls were all eaten.  The donuts are the only cost to the Council, with all 

drinks, plates, napkins and decorations donated by the committee. The socials are scheduled at 10:00 

immediately after the first service so both the congregation leaving the sanctuary and the people arriv-

ing for Sunday School can join in.  The Social time gives all a chance to mingle and visit with others 

that we may not see on a weekly basis.  Rick and Linda Hobbs and their crew continue to provide 

breakfast outside the dining room at that time also.   

The committee is always evaluating our plans and would like your input.  If you have suggestions to 

help us improve the committee please let us know. 

P.S.  The next social is February 14, 2016 – Be sure to join us!!! 

Debbie Kerns 

Co-chairman 

2015 MUSIC BOARD REPORT 

Last year’s report involved the theme of all the adjectives that can apply to our churches’ music. 

This year, 2015, can be understood with the old choir question of, “How should we sing this song?”  

Answer, “Louder and Faster.” 

Many things happened this year and first we need to say Thank You.  A Thank You to Daphne Owen 

for being the fearless leader of Contemporary Music program for many years.  St. Paul would not be 

where it is with two very successful music programs and styles without Daphne’s leadership. 

Second, a Welcome and Thank You to three more folks.  Welcome to St. Paul, to Carolyn Howard our 

new organist.  It has been wonderful to hear Carolyn play on Sunday and it has been an honor to wel-

come her to our church family.  Plus, thank you to Kasey Gathercole and Katie Maurer, who are newly 

sharing the leadership role for Contemporary Music; lead on ladies. 

Finally, a Thank You to Amanda Batts.  Amanda played the organ this year, directed the bell choir, 

directed traditional choir, painted rooms and laid flooring in the choir room.  I’m not kidding about the 

last two, either. 

St. Paul is very blessed by the talented people we have on our staff. 

Bob Koch 

P.S.  We sold one organ and have one more for sale, see Bill’s report.  And, if you sing or play an in-

strument, come join us.  We do a lot of our numbers, Louder and Faster!!  You will have a lot of fun! 
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LADIES’ AID ANNUAL REPORT 2015 

 

The officers for 2015 were PRESIDENT  -  Pat Wittenbraker, 1st VICE PRESIDENT  -  Shirley 

Kuhlenhoelter, 2nd VICE PRESIDENT  -  Leanna Reece, SECRETARY  -  Rosie Bogard,  TREAS-

URER &  FINANCIAL SECRETARY  -  Betty Barning.   

Our theme this year was HOPES & DREAMS IN 2015...with each month having a different focus. 

 JANUARY  -  HAPPY NEW YEAR JULY  -  FLAGS & FIREWORKS 

 FEBRUARY  -  LOVE AUGUST  -  SUMMER SURPRISES 

 MARCH  -   COMPASSION SEPTEMBER  -  VILLAGE DAYS 

 APRIL  -  EASTER OCTOBER  -  PUMPKINS 

 MAY  -  MOTHER’S DAY MEMORIES NOVEMBER  -  THANKSGIVING BLESSINGS 

 JUNE  -  RAINBOWS & FLOWERS DECEMBER  -  JESUS’ BIRTHDAY 

We had different speakers or activities each month:  January was New Years’ Resolutions, Febru-

ary, Katelyn McCalwan from Home Instead, March, was our annual Lenten Breakfast, April we did 

not have a meeting due to it being Maundy Thursday Worship, May, was our Mothers’ Day cov-

ered dish luncheon, June, Jimmy Lefler spoke to us about his mission trip to Myanmar, July, Pam 

and Lino Wiseman told us about the Evansville School Corporation “Hangers”, August was our 

annual picnic, September we toured Jacob’s Village and had lunch at Canton Inn, October, Susanne 

Graper spoke to us about CASA, November Elise Deppen had pictures of her and Bill’s 1973 trip 

to Honduras, and December was a covered dish luncheon and Christmas Party. 

We had luncheons in May and December as well as our Lenten Breakfast in March.  Also, we had a 

lot of fun at our annual FUN DAY in August.  The officers and their very willing helpers cooked 

for the Lenten Breakfast and for the August FUN DAY.  The staff is always invited to eat with us 

and all ladies of the church and their friends or guests are invited to join us.  (Our dues are only 

$2.00 per year.)  We also had a Bake Sale along with the Triangle Class Christmas Bazaar.  This 

year we turned over the cooking of the Agape Meal (because of being short of help) to Rick Hobbs 

and crew.  We did help serve the meal, fixed the drinks and some of us donated desserts for the 

meal.  It is always hard to give up a project that you have always been involved in but being able to 

help serve the food and donate desserts kept us involved!! 

We continue to support various missions around the church and community such as Blankets+, 

Church World Service Kits, Habitat, United Caring Services, St. Paul’s Mission Trip, Santa Clothes 

Club,  Alzheimer Association, Uncharted International (Myanmar project), Hangers, Humane Soci-

ety, CASA, Evansville Rescue Mission, Tri-State Food Pantry at Simpson Church, Protestant 

Home Christmas Party and a State Hospital Lady at her birthday and Christmas.  We also collected 

items for the Good Samaritan Home to use as Bingo prizes. 

In May we always recognize our Honorary members, those who have been a member for 25 years 

and still active.  We didn’t have anyone this year.  Eloise Castleman chaired a nominating commit-

tee.  We hope to have a new slate of officers to be voted on in October 2016.  We also installed 

three new members this year, Verna Hudson, Bertha Burgdorf and Diana Burkhardt. We are glad 

these ladies decided to join us.   

On a sad note, we lost three of our faithful members this year:  Frances Joyce, Audrey Nendel and 

Charlotte Beerwart.  Charlotte was a member of Ladies’ Aid for 55 years. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Wittenbraker 
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 REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE ORGANS OF ST. PAUL’S 

 

For the past couple of months, we have been enjoying the quality of music our new Allen digital 

organ has been producing.  I think we have all been delighted to have been able to obtain such a 

fine musical instrument with extensive abilities at a significantly lower cost than a pipe organ 

equivalent.  We were also able to avoid costly physical changes to our sanctuary. 

The road to our acquisition of the Allen organ began back in the late 1980s.  According to Council 

archives, that is when we realized that our aging Wicks pipe organ was developing several serious 

problems.  Temporary repairs were made in 1990, and we received an estimate that ranged between 

$51,000 and $71,000 (depending upon how much work we wanted done) to put the organ back into 

reliable operating condition.  That work was never done, and the organ continued to deteriorate.  

An organ committee was formed to look into the purchase of a new pipe organ for St. Paul's.  That 

committee eventually made a recommendation that not only presented St. Paul's with a new organ, 

but also proposed several changes to the building to accommodate the new instrument and to make 

the sanctuary a little more accessible.  Unfortunately, this was at a time when we were having seri-

ous budget and funding issues, and the proposal never made it past the Council to the Congrega-

tion. 

In the Summer of 2011, we became aware of a Casavant pipe organ that had become available due 

to the closing of a convent in New York.  The Sisters of the convent wanted their pipe organ to go 

to a good home, so for a donation of $10,000, they gave their organ to St. Paul's.  We could not be-

lieve our good fortune to get a pipe organ for $10,000 which would have cost us around $400,000 

to buy new.  We spent another $19,000 to have the organ disassembled, packed, and moved here to 

Evansville.  The only money used for any of this came from a dedicated pipe organ fund.  We were 

never able to come up with an acceptable plan to install the Casavant pipe organ, so it remained in 

storage. 

In early 2015, Wendell Burkhart, then president of the Council, asked me to come up with a plan to 

get the Casavant pipe organ installed or to come up with another recommendation.  After several 

months of research and consultation, it was determined that it was in the best interest of St. Paul's 

to not install the Casavant pipe organ, and that the Congregation should instead purchase and install 

a digital organ.  A digital organ would give St. Paul's a much more extensive instrument at a frac-

tion of the cost of a pipe organ.  I made a recommendation to the Council that we purchase an Allen 

digital organ, and then sell our Casavant pipe organ.  The Council accepted my recommendation, 

and they in turn made the same recommendation to the Congregation. 

The Congregation voted on June 28, 2015 to accept the Council's recommendation to purchase an 

Allen Bravura digital organ, model L332.  The total cost of the organ was quoted to be $81,070, 

which was discounted from a list price of $104,767.  We had $40,000 in an existing organ fund, 

and the Congregation authorized taking up to $45,000 from Future Needs to cover the purchase 

price of the organ and any incidental expenses that might arise with the installation of said Allen 

organ.  The Congregation also authorized the sale of the Casavant pipe organ that we purchased in 

2011 and had not installed, and any funds realized from that sale would be put back into Future 

Needs.  And finally, the Congregation authorized the removal and disposition of the Wicks pipe 

organ that we have had in one form or another since 1904. 

We were astonished that not only were we able to sell our Wicks pipe organ for $2,500 on eBay, 

we were also able to have it removed from our building at no cost to us.  The Wicks organ was pur-

chased by a young man in Cincinnati, Ohio, and he plans to install the organ in his home.  After the 

fees from eBay and PayPal, we received $2,177 from the sale of the Wicks pipe organ. 
(Continued on page 30) 
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The Allen Bravura digital organ arrived and was installed on October 13, 2015, and we had our 

Dedication Organ Concert on October 25, 2015 as part of our 125th Anniversary Celebration.  

Mr. Mark X. Hatfield honored us by giving an outstanding organ playing performance at the 

concert.   

Since the concert, we have hired our new organist, Carolyn Howard.  Carolyn has been an or-

ganist and choir director in several Evansville churches over the years, and she started playing 

for us on December 6, 2015.  Up until that time, Amanda Batts, our Director of Traditional Mu-

sic, had been serving as our organist. 

Following the installation and dedication of the Allen organ, we received $10,500 in donations 

to the organ fund.  With the $2,177 realized from the sale of the Wicks pipe organ, the organ 

fund stands at $12, 677.  This fund will be dissolved, and those funds will go to Future Needs.  

We have still not been able to sell the Casavant pipe organ.  We have had interest from three 

different parties, but unfortunately, all of those parties decided it was in their best interest to 

pursue other options.   

We currently have our Casavant pipe organ registered with two organ companies in Illinois, one 

small organ builder here in Indiana, and also with the manufacturer, Casavant Freres of Quebec, 

Canada.  These companies have advised us the strike against us for selling the Casavant organ is 

that the organ is disassembled, and therefore no one may play or hear it.  We have also been ad-

vised that we should be able to sell the organ and get a decent price for it if we are patient. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Bill Barrett 

(Continued from page 29) 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY REPORT 2015 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has participated in this ministry in any way, whether it be to 

knit, crochet or donate.  Many shawls have been given to those in need and we thank our Pas-

tors for their help in distributing them. 

We have started making pocket prayer shawls to be given to anyone that has need of a prayer 

shawl so that they may carry them with them at all times.  These shawls are small enough that 

they can be carried in your pocket or purse, so you may feel the comfort of prayers.  If you have 

a need for a prayer shawl or pocket prayer shawl  please let the office, pastors or Judy Batteiger 

812-424-3935 or Kookie Ruminer 812-985-2129 know and we will see that you get one. 

Thank you all again for your help in this ministry. 
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PARISH NURSING 2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

Once again we credit the following individuals for continuing to make Parish Nursing successful: Ju-

dy Batteiger, Judy Carr, Lisa Conkling, John and Elise Deppen, Kerri Harp, Darlene Jewell,  Bob 

Kraemer, Peggy Shanks, and Lydia Schroeder. This year we lost one of our biggest advocates and 

members, Joann Kraemer.  Joann wholeheartedly gave of her time. She enjoyed caring for and updat-

ing our equipment program and delivering supplements.  Joann, being such a giving person, assisted 

other churches in jump-starting their own equipment program.  We will truly miss her joyful person-

ality, smile, and her friendship.  

This year’s 2015 programs have included: 

Nutritional Program - This program remains active with several individuals receiving supple-

ments.  This year alone we delivered over 1,600 ounces of Boost supplement.  Thank you to 

Kerri Harp for being our supplier. 

Equipment Program - This remains extremely active.  We are continually refurbishing and updat-

ing our equipment.  A big thank you to those individuals who have donated equipment.  

Family in Need Program - Once again we are blessed with a fund that has assisted several indi-

viduals this year with health needs. 

Monthly blood pressure checks - We continue to check blood pressures the first Sunday of every 

month.  

Monthly newsletters in the church newsletter.  Please let us know if you have any new ideas to 

include in this. 

Education - We continue to educate our congregation on current health issues as well as long 

term needs as well. 

Phone calls - This is probably the Number 1 way we are getting and giving information as the 

need arises. 

“Thinking of you” cards for hospitalized members - Thank you once again to Lydia Schroeder 

who continues to provide these. 

“Race for the Cure” - We donated funds for the t-shirts for church members involved in the walk. 

Exercise Seniors Class – This year we put into a place (in combination with SWIRCA and “Silver 

Sneakers”) an exercise class for seniors.  

We would like to thank those of you that have donated to the parish nursing fund and /or equipment 

program this year.  Your donations continue to help those in need.  Thank you to Mary Peterson for 

her constant help with the equipment program, dealing with phone calls, assisting us with bills, and 

including our newsletter.  Thank you too, to Lynn and Linda for their ongoing support of this pro-

gram.  

SHUT-IN MINISTRY TEAM REPORT - 2015 

St. Paul’s has 20 members on the Shut-In list.  We have 14 committee members and are always look-

ing for new members.  They are compassionate people, letting our elderly home bound members 

know they are being prayed for and cared about from the body of Christ.  Some send cards monthly, 

call or visit, also deliver Christmas bags made by the children, and altar flowers.   If you know a shut

-in or feel God is leading you to serve in this ministry, call Terry Boren (449-0648) or Shannon Jack-

son (867-6727).  Thank you so much to all who serve in this ministry.  Praise God! 

Pat Wittenbraker 

Colleen Heneisen 

Peggy & Ali Shanks 

Betty Barning 

Kookie Ruminer 

Eloise Castleman 

Kris Effinger 

Joyce Hendrix 

Shirley Kuhlenholter 

Judy Lockhart (Secretary) 

Terry Boren (Co-Chair) 

Shannon Jackson (Co-Chair) 
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ANNUAL SAUSAGE SUPPER REPORT 

The 86th Annual Sausage Supper report has now joined all of the other 85 sausage supper re-

ports in the history book of St. Paul’s. 

A really big THANK YOU goes out to the 100+ members and friends who have again worked 

very diligently to make this another great success! 

The numbers are down all around this year – for various reasons, among them being that we 

have lost some of our high-volume ticket sellers and also a number of good workers this past 

year. 

Our gross income for our 86th supper was $11,578.00.  Expenses were $6295.38, leaving a net 

profit of $5,282.62.  We also did not have the delicious home-made horseradish that we’ve had 

for the last 10 or 12 years!  We sold 938 tickets and served a total of 881 meals. 

Please mark your leap-year 2016 calendars for Wednesday, November 9, 2016.  Your job will 

be waiting for you – and, if you didn’t have a job, please talk to either Rick or Erlene – we’ll 

see that you have one! 

Erlene Dreier & Rick Hobbs 

Sausage Supper Balances 

 
*Non-budget fund balance  

Significant Disbursements  

St. Paul’s UCC $5000 (for lay programs) 

Repair of Kitchen Mixer (split the bill with the Breakfast Club) $197.91 

Balances ONB Checking ONB Savings Equipment Fund* 

01/01/15 $7587.45 $1325.59 $350.57 

12/31/15 $8515.22 $1325.68 $152.66 

RENOVATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Renovation Committee consists of Wendell Burkhart, Vice President; Rick Hobbs, Trustee; 

Daryl Helfert, Head Trustee; and the Pastors.  Early in 2015, the committee requested a pro-

posal from the architectural department of Morley & Associates, Inc. (MAI) to evaluate and 

provide options for the needed renovations/upgrades to the sanctuary and Parrish Hall.  After 

several meetings with the architects, MAI presented several alternatives with estimated costs to 

the committee.  The committee has reviewed the alternatives and tentatively selected an option 

which they feel would meet the present and future needs of St. Paul’s.  In light of the ongoing 

pastoral search, the committee elected to table this issue until after the addition of new pastoral 

staff.  It should be noted that the last time a major renovation of this area was completed was 40 

years ago in 1974. 

The committee is pleased to note that the effort to address the musical needs of our worship ser-

vices has been resolved.  Bill Barrett, at the request of the committee, spearheaded the investi-

gation to review alternatives to address the issue of repairing or replacing the Wicks organ.  Af-

ter extensive research into the available alternatives, Bill presented the recommendation of the 

committee to replace the Wicks with a digital electric organ.  The recommendation was ap-

proved by the congregation and the new organ was installed this past October.  The response to 

its’ performance thus far has been overwhelmingly positive.  Many thanks to Bill for his hard 

work and dedication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Renovation Committee 
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REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE 

St. Paul’s has had a website for many years.  The current website has, more or less, been in   

existence since 2010; it replaced a rather uninspiring one that had been hacked and taken down.  

Since 2010, the website was kept up-to-date with regards to upcoming events and changes to 

the pictures on the main webpage but the overall content had not changed. 

In mid-2015, at the direction of the Council, we updated all the content with regards to worship 

services, staff, outreach programs and ministry descriptions.  We added videos to make the 

website feel more alive, included a history of St. Paul’s and also added pictures of the many 

events we have here at St. Paul’s.  

Today, whether people are looking for a church to attend or a pastoral candidate is searching for 

one she or he might want to lead, they often look to the internet to see what a church is posting.  

For that reason, we are constantly tweaking the website to keep it fresh.   

If you have not already done so, please be sure to check out the website to see what we are   

saying to the world about St. Paul’s United Church of Christ at 2227 West Michigan Street in 

Evansville, Indiana.  Our web address is www.stpaulsuccevansville.org. 

Dee McDonald 

Bill Barrett 

SOME PERTINENT STATISTICS 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP as of December 31, 2014…………………… 545 

  ACCESSIONS: 

  By Confirmation    6 

New Members     3          9 

            554 

  LOSSES: 

  By Death   18 

  By Transfer   14 

       NET LOSS…  .... 32 

ADJUSTED MEMBERSHIP as of December 31, 2015…….  522 

 

PASTORAL SERVICES 

 

    Funerals   21 

   Infant Baptism    2 

   Confirmations      6   

    Marriages    2 member weddings 
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Attendance Summary - 2009 thru 2015 
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St. Paul's United Church of Christ 

2015 Benevolent Giving 
  

  American Indian Ministries 50.00 

  Blanket Fund 886.00  

  Breakfast Club 2,570.00 

  CUE-Seminary Fund 3,000.00 

  5th Quarter 2,560.00 

  Food Pantry 1,564.00 

  Foreign Missions 50.00 

  Home Missions 200.00 

  Habitat 606.00 

  Haiti Chairs 3,816.00 

  Helping Hand 3,012.00 

  IKC Disaster Relief 605.00  

  Neighbor In Need 295.00 

  OCWM - Budget 26,500.00  

  One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 686.00  

  Outreach Ministries 3,000.00 

  St. Paul’s School Supplies 2,281.00 

  Strengthen the Church 154.00  

  TTT/Abraham’s Tent 595.00 

  UCC Christmas Fund 442.00  

  United Caring Services 150.00  

  United Caring Services - Budget 3000.00  

  United Family Counseling - Budget 3000.00  

  Weekday Religious  Education - Budget 2,940.00  

  Weekday Religious  Education 250.00  

                                                                 Total 62,212.00 

Giving is from TTTs/Abraham’s Tent Sunday School class, Goebel Benevolent 
Fund and member donations. 
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Retiring Church Council Members 

 Deacons:  Wendell Burkhart  Scott Hettenbach 

 Elders:  Randall Hahn   Lisa Huck 

 Trustees:  Daryl Helfert   Kristie Kirsch 

 

2015 Church Council Candidates 

The nominating committee, consisting of Chairman Wendell Burkhart, Scott Hettenbach, 

Randall Hahn, Lisa Huck, Daryl Helfert, Kristie Kirsch, and Rev. Lynn Marino. 

Deacons: 

John Deppen 

Kris Igleheart Mindrup 

 

Elders: 

Lee Jerstad 

Don Schuldt 

 

Trustees: 

Bill Barrett  

DJ Macleod 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Bequests and Gifts 

2015 

 

The ability to make a gift comes to us from God’s abundance.  Subsequently, 

there is a need to acknowledge these gifts with gratitude toward God.  It is in 

this spirit that all gifts to the church are recognized and celebrated in the life of 

the congregation.  This year, these members generously remembered St. Paul’s 

with planned gifts in their wills. 
 

Esther Miller 

 

Several other members’ memorial gifts were gratefully received 

 and placed in our Future Needs Fund. 
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda 

January 24th, 2016 

 

 

I.    Call to Order        Scott Hettenbach 

II.   Opening Prayer         Pastor Lynn Marino 

III.  Minutes         Scott Hettenbach 

 Annual Congregational meeting- January 25th, 2015 

 Special Congregational meeting - June 28th, 2015 

IV.  Financial Reports     Keith Kolb 

     Polly Ellison 

V.    Audit Committee Report     Keith Kolb 

VI.   Nominating Committee Report     Scott Hettenbach 

VII.  Pastors’ Report     Pastor Lynn Marino 

     Pastor Linda Presley 

VIII. Old Business 

IX.    New Business 

       Search Committee Update     Wendell Burkhardt 

       Proposed Budget 2016     Keith Kolb 

       Budget Support from Future Needs-(10% of Budget)  Keith Kolb 

       Trustee Project Proposal     Daryl Helfert 

X.    Closing Remarks     Scott Hettenbach 

XI.   Adjournment    


